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run the Club for you, but they cannot do it without your help.

These are. the people to approach if you have any grumbles, any

bright ideas, or if you can do some work for the Club.

The next Bulletin will appear after the Annual General Meeting in

April., Copy should reach P.0.Box 223, Lower Hutt before Friday 22nd.
April.,
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EDITORTAL.

Our last Editorial quoted Rule 24 of our Club Rules,
This rule states, "Any member, who, in the opinion of the
Committee, particularly in his or her manner of driving a motor
vehicle, shall be guilty of conduct injurious to the good order
and interests of the Club, may be expelled from the Club by the
vote of a majority of two thirds of the Committee present at a
special meeting convened for that purpose.”

In the thirteen years that this Club has been in
existence there have been only two occasions on which the
Committee has had to take disciplinary action against a member.
It is to be hoped that this number will not be increased.
However if it becomes necessary to do so, the Committee are
adamant in their intention of enforcing this rule.

A complaint has been received from the Transport
Department that certain members of this Club have been seen
travelling at excessive speeds, particularly on the Johnsonville-
Porirua motorway. We may disagree with our traffic law, and
believe that the factors regulating speed are the road and
traffic conditions prevailing, but the fact remains that the law
states plainly the maximum speed allowable on the road. For
anyone who is caught there is no excuse.

Our Club is entirely dependant upon the use of public
rcads for its venues., In the past our relationships with the
Transport Department and its officers have been more than
sidleiacisye On more than one occasion, the assistance they have
given us at events has been far beyond that requested, and beyond
that which could indeed, be reasonably expected. If there are
one or two stupid clots in the Club, who by playing boy racers
or otherwise giving rein to their adolescent exhibitionist
tendencies, place this relationship in jeopardy, they will be .
cxpeiilicds They will richly merit such expulsion and any
further recommendation that the Committee may make to the
AN,Z.C.C, regarding their Competition Licenses.

There will be no more warnings.
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THE WASHINGTON D.C. AUTO SHOW

or
Jeez Bud, look at the Sport Car.

EfeSan Nt inaitedaSitate silsNedds hesmeredabillcipailes
up on the unusual so thickly that one soon learns to accept the
impossible as commonplace,

The impossible was in this instance, that I should accept
American cars as being quite normal vehicles in which one should
telkeNanNniciNE cntlnEeresShY Vet iitadi dShappen,. wenbteoishe
Washington D.C. Auto Show with my young friend Dennis who is thirteen
years old, and has already built his own hot rod, powered by a Briggs
& Stratton single cylinder engine.

The show was in the National Guard Armory - a building
large enough to fight the next war in. The show had representat-
ion from every U.S. passenger car manufacturer, and each stand
contained the glossiest, longest, widest, bulgiest automobiles
(T shall not call them cars) that one could possibly imagine. iihe
only difficulty was that they all looked alike, For instance,
the Chevrolets, the Pontiacs, the Buicks, the Oldsmobiles, and the
Cadillacs 'all had virtually the same bodies with a silly dip in the
waistline, which presumably distinguished them from the Fords,
Mainline, Customline and Fairline., The Fords in turn, had the
Pront of the car, Where the radiator used teo be in real ecars, slop-
ing back like a PFerrari, with hooded headlamps like Dr. Fu Manchu or
Betty Boop's eyelashes, and of course =11 the Mercury models, Mont-
clair, Monterey and Mercury all looked exactly the same. Unfortun-
ately someone had made a terrible mistake, because the Plymouth
looked exactly the same too, so unless one goes and reads the name,
one just cannot tell which is what.

By now I can imagine the reader thinking, '"Well, the
United States have certainly changed Easterbrook-Smith, HeERnever:
used to worry about coachwork! " True, but what else is there to
worry about here, as beneath the glitter all U.S.. cars are practi-
cally identical. Nearly all have V8 engines with 0.H.V. The
average family car - Ford, Plymouth Chevrolet, disposes of some
160 b.h.p. with an engine of L4 - L& litres, Few dare to vary
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specifications or else no one would buy them,

If one looks deeper, some interesting mechanical
specifications are found. For instance the Eldorado Cadillac
develops 270 b.h.p. at 4600 with 5.4 litres. The Chrysler New
Yorker de Luxe (in an example of which incidentally I go about
my business as commercial attache) develops 250 b.h.p. at 4600
rpm also with 5.4 litres. The short stroke distinction goes
to the Studebaker Commander V8 (3.56" x 2.81") or 3.6 litres
in our language. It develops 140 b.h.p. at 4500 r.p.m. is
mounted in a beautiful chassis and proves that Americans can
build fine bodies when they want to. The Coupe, a full five
seater, is one of the finest looking cars I have ever seen, and
betrays a strong Italian influence. It has good aerodynamic
shape, the chromium is restrained, it looks small although it
has plenty of room and altogether it i'sialveryafanefcarsBy,
the time this appears in the Bulletin I shall own one. There
is also a larger Studebaker V8, the President, (3.56" x 3.25",
4.25 litres) which gives 175 b.h.p. at 4500 r.p.m. This model
also appeared at the show in "Speedster" form, with 210 b.h.p.
and I fell for it in a very big way. It looked magnificent in
very close coupled coupe form, had real instruments with white
figures on black dials, no nonsense of any sort abeut 1t = and
what I thought was the very reasonable price of 3,200 dollars.
As a Mark VII Jaguar cost a lot more than that, I should say
the Studebaker was very good value, particularly as it has a
maximum of 115 m.p.h.

So far I have not touched on any of the "foreign'" cars.
Well Dennis was explaining to me that what I thought was the
back of the Oldsmobile was really the front, when it happened.
I heard a nasal voice behind me exclaim, "Jeez, Bud, look at
the sport carl" ° Turning round I saw it{ A 300SL Mercedes,
in brilliant red, mounted on a dais, behind rails and guarded
by a policeman. Instantly every vestige of the United States
fell away and I felt that familiar sense of excitement that one
feels when seeing a real car for the first time - the sort of
thing we felt when we first saw the Roycroft Alfa, Tom Sulman's
Maser., the B.R.M., and the Ferrari in New Zealand. First of
all like all good cars, it looks small and compact. Next, the
body lines are dead right, not nearly right, or passable, or
fairly good, or with any other qualification, but perfect.
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Then all the detail work is of an incredibly high order - the
sort of thing the Americans never attempt and the British usually
fiaailtoNreach? I could have spent hours looking at it, and
even felt I could make a passable attempt at driving it - it
looked so right that I felt it would be almost impossible to
commit nonsense in it. The price 8,600 dollars.

The rest of what the Yanks call "sport cars" suffered sadly
in comparison with the Mercedes. The XK 120's, even with Rudge
wheels, looked sadly ordinary, as did the Austin Healeys and the
M.G.s. The Porsche was interesting in open sports form, but did
not impress as being the real thing, although an aerodynamic
saloon looked delightful. Sadly enough, the only really gocd
British car was a Bentley, a beautiful Park Ward saloon in dark
green with a price tag of 15,800 dollars. The Americans were
quite bewildered by it. It had hardly any chrome, there was an
instrument panel made of real wood, the instruments were round,
it was all one colour, the front did not look like - well what do
American cars look like? The body looked as if it had been
designed by one man instead of by the frenzied ministrations of

countless salesmen and stylists. And the Americans just looked
at it, shook their heads sadly, and hurried back to their Power
Glides, their Dyna Flows, their hardtops and their automobiles
which they love so much, but which they treat so shamefully and

casually.

One other highlight was a dream car., Most of them were,
mercifully, absent. But this was a good one. It was the
Pontiac Bonneville Special - a very fine two seater with a perspex
top, much on the same lines as the Mercedes, and while not as good,
it looked very much the real thing - small, good lines, a nicely
drilled aluminium (aluminum?) spoked steering wheel with a wooden
rim, bucket seats, good instruments and an oil cooler poking out
on the right hand side of the body.

Finally there was a display of cars of all ages from the
1890's up to the present, and as a vintage man I must reluctantly
concede, at least with American cars, that there has been some
progress in the last sixty years. Oh yes - the Ford Thunderbird,
a production sport car, is a very fine job and looks somewhat
better than an XK120.
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Perhaps Dennis summed it up correctly. His reply when
I asked him what he thought of it was "I still think Ford is the
best." And perhaps he was right, because with no other make
could one get so much motor car for so little money.

° ° ° ° e o o ° e o o o e o e ° ° ° °

THE ASSOCIATION,

During the week of the Auckland Grand Prix, Cliff Gordon
ond Percy Lupp, on behalf of the A.N.Z.C.C., conducted negotiations
with Mr. Dean Delamonte, Competitions Manager of the R.A.C.,
regarding the various vexed points to do with the control of motor
sport in New Zealand.

From the point of view of the Association the negotiations
were satisfactorily concluded. The R.A.C. has agreed to delegate
its powers in this country to the Association with the exception
of the allocation of dates for International Grandes Epreuves.

SECRETARY 'S NOTES. V. Evans

1955 is now upon us. I hope that all Club Members have
had an accident free holiday. Most accidents are caused not so
much by mechanical defects as by gross stupidity on the part of
iolats) ClisalviEies One has only to look at the daily press to see that
many drivers seem to lack a thorough and sensible outlook on
motoring. Knowing the limits of ones driving ability and not
trying to outdo the other fellow would make our roads a ot Nsaiery

Members are given notice that the Annual General Meeting
of the Club will be held in the Victoria League Rooms at 8 p.m.
On Thursday 14th April. Members wishing to submit Notice of
Motion, or Amendments to the Rules, must do so in time for them
to be circulated seven days before the meeting. Members unable to
attend the meeting may submit nominations for office, in writing,
up to twentyfour hours before the meeting. Only members attending
the meeting may vote.

ANNUAL STANDING QUARTER MILE SPRINT
TE MATRE ROAD, 22nd. January 1955.

Not excluding the very wet quarter mile held at Aotea Quay
in 1947, this event was held in the worst conditions of any that
thelclubrhasirun: January 22nd was the only wet day in the
Wairarapa between the 20th December and 16th February. The road
was slippery and in every way conditions were abominable . The
event was marred further by the fact that what should have been
blaielthreel fasie st carsiinatheSeventiwe ceaili i nSdbsiifhtcuiliza’e st
Alan PFreeman made Fastest Time of Day in his Cooper 500 in spite
offan erratic magnsto. This win was an extremcly popular win.
Alan has so often finished near the top without actually pulling
stiG EHEIE Paul Simpson who was driving Les Stone's 500 cc Special
was handicapped by the loss of third gear yet still managed to
record the time of 18,15 sec. Toby Easterbrook-Smith had his
oneNcempiietedSriministincd N spilbttthelpetrolftankac it eI o NS
had magneto trouble, and then having remedied these difficulties,
had his petrol pump give up the ghost. The rest were not without
therrishareNoffmi'sadventuredeathen? Rob Bagnall, after putting
up excellent times, departed for Wellington with curious noises in
his gearbox. It is understood that he was lucky and the cause of
the noise turned out to be a small pebble that had intruded into
the bell housing and was dancing around the flywheel, Mike
Poynton had the differential on the Alvis 12/50 seize up with the
result that the prop shaft tore off at the front universal.

A good feature of the day was the number of members who
had come from other centres. Don Edhouse having socld the E.dJ.
Special that very morning was competing in an Austin A30, Alan
fcKenzie Douglas made a rcappearance in his 12/60 Alvis, a car
which has not been seen down here for some time., Graham Cowie
was giving his Austin Healey its first airing in Club Competition,
driving as ususl with elan and skill. The future of this
combination will be interosting to watch.

The organisation was such that it allowed competitors
up to nine timed runs, than which nothing better could be
expected.,




RESULTS

ANNUAL QUARTER MILE SPRINT

The fastest time of each competitor is underlined.

Competitor
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°

°

A,
B
G
I5
R.
L
.A.
B
12/

Freeman
Bagnall
Hollis
Farland
Simpson
Cowle
George
Drew
Clements
Sirrett
Cronin
Slocombe
Manthel
McKenzie Douglas
Salek
Mitchell
Ferron
Johnston
Edhouse
Lust
Poynton

Car

Cooper-Jap

Talbot Special

Jaguar XK120
Singer-Buick
Lestone Spl.
Austin Healey
M.G.TF
M.G.TF
Singer

M.G. - Consul
M.G.TD
Hotchkiss
Morris

Alvis 12.60
Austin

Aston Martin
Hillman
Hillman
Austin
Hillman
Alvis 12/50

Capacity

L97cc
297 0ce
Sihh2eE
4556¢c

49 /cc
2660cc
1250cc
1250cc
149 cc
1508cc
1250ce
Belbee

919cc
16L.5¢cc
1200cc
1949cc
1265cc
1265cc

803ce
1265cc
1496cc

* New Class Record

AT

CLASS

WINNERS AND

Practice

TROPHIES

S.M.M.T. Rosebowl (Fastest Time by British Car)

Under 500cc.
501 - 750 cc
751cc-1100cc

1101cc-1500cc

1501 cc-3000cc

Over 3000cc,

Vintage

H.E.W.Silver Trophy
Slade Jones Trophy
N7 . 856, 6. Trophy
Howard Tolley Cup

Dobbie Bros. Cup
Trevor Wickham Rosetowl

A
Lo

No
N
R
R
H
2

Freeman, Cooper, 17.75 sec.

. Entrants
Manthel,
George,
Bagnall,
HelN5IH

. Slocombe,

Morris, 23.40 se

C.

ML GIRRR NI S05Esecy
Talbot Special, 17.80 sec.*

XK120 Jaguar,
Hotchkiss, 23.30

17

O ficiaull
5

Wb
18.00
18.00
18.10
186570
18.35
20.60
2055
20:15
21.30
25)5510)
23505

23.80
20:.95




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR SLBUINE, Erentanatice.

751 = 1100ee Gibbons, Cooper
1101 - 1500cc Hollis, M.G. TD s/c
1501 - 3000cc Bagnall, Talbot Spil.
Over 3000cc Basterbrock-Smith, ESS
Vintage Easterbrook-Smith,
Sunbeam Spl.

Dearisiie:
I was interested in the lists of class records in the
Deccember Bulletin for Plimmerton Hill Climb and for the Annual

Sprint. Here are a few corrections which may be of interest
ReorSthelrecords

SPEInGRE2) SEIRE 3

1500 . SHo i s BMICETDES e &7 55 see.
5000 R. Bagnall Talbot Spl. 18:50 sec. Under 500cc
Plimmerton 16.2.52. DU oo
750 M. Biegel Austin 41.6 751 -1100cc
. Kennedy Austin 40.55 1101 -1500ce
1500 H. Hollis, M.G. 33.lL. 1501825000cc
. Sulman, Maserati, 32.3 Over 3000cc
3000 D. Edhouse, E.J. Spl.33.8 Vintage
, Oeeles, Adllegel K2, 55505

PLTIMMERTON

Gibbens, Cooper
Kennedy, Austin Spl.
Gibbons, Cooper
Sulman, Maserati S/c
Cowie, Mcrgan
Easterbrook-Smith, ESS,
Poynton, Alvis,

:‘Q‘)I—B';UME:U

|
= =
°

= -
o

I hope these times will be of interest to all Club HOUGHTON BAY
members., Best wishes to the Bulletin for 1955.

Under 500cc

Yours etc. 501 =~ 750cc

Hugo Hollis. 751 -1100cc
1101 -1500cc

1501 -3000cc
ZDITORTAL, NOTE: Over 3000cc
Vintage

Freeman, Cooper Tl 620
McLaren, Austin 62.20
Gibbons, Cooper 42 .50
Hollis, M.G. TD s/c 52,85
McMillan, Alfa Romeo 4920
. Roycroft, Bugatti-Jaguar 48.05
McLaren, Austin Ulster 62220

o

SRR N N

°

HugeisEaflcounseRquiiitcRcorEEe b, I can only claim
that the last Bulletin was assembled while I was in the process
of shifting my goods and chattels and could not find which of
thirty two cartons of books and papers had my records in it.
Thank you Hugo. Now, so that there will be no confusion, hero
once again are the lists of Class Records for the Sprint, for
Plimmerton, and for good measure as it is our next major event,
Houghton Bay as well.

Looking at these three lists, it would seem that if your heart
craves the honour of holding a Class Record, your best bet is
a good Vintage car or a tuned Renault 750.

@0 0600090606 0000909©00000 00800

SPRINT
Under 500cc eNLee M Cooper 1550 @,
BO# ="750ce J. Kennedy, Austin Spl. 21.60 sec.

PLEASE REMEMBER
TO WRITE
FOR YOUR
BULLETIN




NEW ZEALAND HILL CLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP, WELLINGTON, MARCH 10th,1956

Supplementary Regulations.

JURISDICTION:

This event is organised and run by the Wellington Car Club (Inc),
held under the General Competition Rules of the Association of N.Z, Car Clubs (Inc.)
and is subject in addition to the following Supplementary Rules and Regulations.

ELIGIBILITY:

Drivers must be in possession of a current Competition License issued
by the A.N.Z.C.C, duly extended for Speed Events, This license shall be produced
on request to the Scrutineer, or to any;AN.Z.C.C. Steward.

STEWARDS :
The Steward of the meeting appointed by the A.N.Z.C.C., is Mr, F.J.Parker,

VENUE Houghton Bay Road, city end, by Martin Luckie Park,

LENGTH: Approximately & mile,

SURFACE: Tar:seal,

DATE: Saturday 10th. March.

TIME: 10 asm =l 28noont 1) oo, = b P

CLASSES: ,

A, :8001 cc and over i 110N cel =1500

Bl 5001 cc = 8000 cc . 751 cec - 1100
. 500N ccr =" 5000 . 50k e = 7510
% 2001 ecec - 3000 cc 1A 351 ee - 500
o 150N ececi — 2000 ce . Under 550 ce

All entrants will compete in their own capacity class and
automatically for Fastest Time of Day.

TROPHTES AND AWARDS:

Fastest Time of Day {9205 el AN, 00, CEimsilitilesisE,
an‘ 1" 1" 1" " 581.0 " 1"
jrd(’ 1" 1" " 1" £5 "

First in each Class £2 U
Second and Third in each
Class AN NCRE et sficase s

Special Awards.
CliassSE TSNS ST lve nt T rophyis Class G, Nu, Tread Trophy
Class F. Wgton Car Club Trophy. Class E, Standard Motor Co. Trophy
Class D, Wgton Car Club Trophy. Class C, Wgton Car Club Trophy.

The above trophies are annual challenge trophies for this course.

TRAVELLING EXPENSES: The following allowances are offered to defray expenses
providing the entrant actually competes in the event.

Bach South Island Competitor £5

Bach North Island Competitor £1 for every complete 100 miles of
road travel from his home to Wellington.,

FNTRY FEE: of £1 at ordinary rate or £2 for a late entry must accompany the
entry form, In the event of an entry being declined the entry fee will be
peturneds

CLOSING DATE: Entries at ordinary rates close at midnight on February 25th.
Entries at late rates will be accepted up to midnight March 3rd. Entry forms
and fees must be forwarded to the Secretary of the event, Mr. R, Buckthought,
38 Oxford Terrace,
IOWER HUTT.
The Wellington Car Club (Inc.) reserves the right to decline any entry.

SCRUT INEERING: Competitors must present their cars for scrutineering at the
venue at the time indicated on their acceptance form, otherwies they will incur
automatic disqualification, The standard of scrutineering will be that laid
down in the A.N.Z.C.C. Schedule 1953. The Chief scrutineer's decision shall be
ifisiimalye

TIMING shall be by hockey stick and photo electrie gell.
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RUNS: Each driver shall qualify by two practice runs, both of which will be
timed, In the event of total of entries from all classes exceeding forty, the
organisers may, at their discretion, use the times recorded in practice to
eliminate slower cars from later runs. Those who have thus qualified shall
then be eligible for two further timed runs, the better of which shall be taken
aisitheNatitalei sl re Sulite

RE-RUNS: Once a competitor has left the line he shall not be allowed to return
unless his run is mistimed, or he is forced to stop in the interests of public
safety, or is flagged to stop by one of the course marshalls for any reason. The
matter must be confirmed by any one of the course marshalls,

RE--SCRUTINEERING: In the event of any car being involved in an accident, or it
being reported by any course marshall that any car has been in contect with the
bank or any other obstruction, the driver of the car will be required to submit
the car for re~scrutineering before taking part in any further runs.

PIT ATTENDANTS: Only two pit attendants shall be allowed each car,

CERTIFICATES REQUIRED: The following must be attached to the car,

Current Registration Plates, Current Registration Sticker, The following must
be produced., Current Warrant of Fitness, current Civil Driving License,
Current Competition License with Speed Extension, must be produced on reguest.

DUPLICATE ENTRIES: No one car shall be driven by more than one competitor.
No driver may compete with more than one vehicle,

ATCOHOLIC LIQUOR:  Any drivers or pit attendants having indulged in, or having _
alcoholic liquor in their possession before or during the event shall be disqualified
and debarred from competing.

ROAD BEHAVIOUR: Any competitor of whom complaints are received as to breaches of
Traffic Regulations on the way to or from the event, shall if the complaints are
proved justifiable in the opinion of the Stewards of the meeting, be disqualified.

RACING NUMBERS: Any competing car being driven to or from the event shall not
display racing numbers, other than at the actual venue of the event.,

GENERAL: In general all relevant A.N.Z.C.C, rules will be recognised and enforced,

Approved by THE ASSOCIATION OF NEW ZEALAND CAR CLUBS.

( signed.) J.G.Gordon.
Secretary.

It is intended to hold a combined Prize Giving and Ball at one of the
Wellington Cabarets after the event. Double Tickets. £1.5.0 Single, 12/67

b

Dress informal. Ky

Drivers will receive a complimentary double ticket.




12

THE GOBRON-BERILLIE AND OTHER ANIMALS

t is perhaps some measure of the lack of sustained
interest in the sport, that the Christmas Quiz was won by a
score of only seventy per cent, and that it was teyond the
capacity of most members to achieve a score of fifty per cent in
a simple questionnaire, the contents of which covered in almost
equal numbers, bread and butter cars, racing cars, local and Club
hi'sitory, S andShitstoricalScarss: The followers of the National
Gods of New Zealand, Racing and Rugby, would be ashamed to put
up such a tally in a similar catechism.

It was painfully obvious for example that at the most
only two or three members recognised the name of the Gobron-
Brillie. Yet this was the car that first attained the magic
century, comparable in the equine field perhaps to Carbine, in
Rugby to Billy Wallace and the other giants of the 1905 All
Blacks. Furthermore apart from its historical significance the
Gobron-Brillie was of more than passing interest mechanically,

which of course one would expect, as it was built in the days when

firms designed their own cars and did not merely copy other

peoples, or as is the practice today assemble parts from a common
pool and stamp a new name on the radiator cowl.

MM. Gobron and Brillie started making cars in 1898 and
continued to become one of the casualties of the Kaiser War.
Starting with a light car, rear engined, by 1903 they had become
converted to the fascination of larger engines and were turning
out a model of 110 h.p. two of which driven by Duray and Rigolly
went very well in the Paris Madrid Race. In 1903 Rigolly took
the Land Speed Record at 83%.46 m.p.h. Duray raised this a
et tlelal few menthstlater. The Americans Ford, and Vanderbilt
then captured the record. Rigolly recaptured it at 94.78 m.p.h.
in March 1904. Mercedes then raised this to 97.25, so, to stop
all argument, in July 1904 Rigolly's Gobron, now developing some
1510 loiolelyiel, Ateis aunEel eas Y05, 515). s j0sl, And this is the metor
car which was an unknown name to members of a car club.

For the mechanical side let me quote D.B.Tubbs of the
"Motor!" who discovered and purchased a 1904 model 40/60 Gobron-
Brillie in the latter part of 1945,

15

"Just a big vertical four consisting of two blocks of two,
with eight pistons and a six throw crankshaft. What goes on is
ithilse To obtain the advantages of a long stroke engine without
excessive piston speed, Gobron arranged two pistons per cylinder
with the combustion space between them; when the charge is fired,
therefore, the pistons fly apart, one going down the usual way,
and the other flying up to balance the bearing loads. Unlike
the Junkers Jumo aero engine the Gobron uses only one crankshaft
which lives in the usual place. Each block of cylinders
functions as a unit for the lower pistons in Nos. 1 & 2 cylinders
are connected to the same crank throw and the upper pair are
tied together by a cross head which extends sideways to carry
the little ends of a pair of connecting rods which run down out-
side the cylinder walls on to separate crank throws. ke
iEiiesae @rgeleie atsl ) B 2 i Every downward thrust from the lower
pistons is balanced by an upward pull from the top ones, e
which arrangement MM, Gobron and Brillie considered the main
bearings owed them a debt of thanks."

I suggest Reader Smellicue that you take a pencil and
draw it if you still don't understand.

Nevil Lloyd has suggested in one of his books that the
average Car Club Member has only such intelligence that he can,
with careful and patient training, hang his jacket on a peg.

If this is so, literacy is beyond him. This would indeed be

a ‘great pity. The full flavour and richness of any sport
comes only to those who have some knowledge of the history and
tradition of that sport. Motoring is young in years and the
documentation is full., Particularly since the war a flood of
motoring books has come upon the market. If you can get access
to the wartime file of "Motorsport", "The Motor", and "Autocar"
you will find them interesting beyond belief particularly when
compared to their pale peacetime counterfeits. Billesiseh

until you have some basic knowledge, do not call yourself an
enthusiast.

YCUR BULLETIN




TN _PASSING by LONGSTROKE

Rob Bagnall has disposed of the chassis of his Talbot
Special to Alister McBeath, who presumably is busy cramming
aflercurySensaineSntosdity, This should be of some interest
as McBeath's forceful driving methods have tended to demand
more in the way of roadholding than was available in the
current chassis of the MAC Special,

© © 0000006000000 ®©0000G0

Preparations for the Houghton Bay Hill Climb, to be
run by the Combined Clubs are proceeding steadily. Mgy HaE
date is only one week after the Dunedin Road Race it seems
more than likely that we shall catch some of the Northern
drivers in the entry list, and that one or two drivers, who
nermailiiySreservesthcirtnachincrydfioricilrcuiitiraciinm Senilyswa il
also appear. ilheRentryMittstlcoulidSwelllifbeRenclofthicRme st
formidable we have seen for some time.

© 00006 00600006©090060¢60GSS

Congratulations to Bob Gibbons on retaining the New
Zealand Hill Climb Championship at Wairamarama on 16th January.
Bob as usual was driving his Cooper but this time with only a
500cec engine. It is uncerstood that this engine is now in
Alan Freeman's car, and that Bob will have his big engine in
for Houghton Bay.

° . e o ° ° e ° ° ° e o

Pat Hoare's importation of a LCLT Maserati is a welcome
addition to racing machinery in this country. I 5be Geniel
that Freddy Zambucka has bought an 8CLT which he intends
domiciling in Australia. Another well known driver is said
to be negotiating for a 2 litre Ferrari, which if negotiations
are successful, will live in Wellington. The Levin course is
expected to be in operation early next season, with a minimum
oS amecitan g Slalkye o All in all, it seems that motor
racing is getting more and more interesting every day.

e ° s o e o o o ° ° e o °

John McMillan's foray to Orange this year ended in a
run big end bearing. The Alfa SHistnotlprovings very relilabile
to date, Iowever the Lap Record, jointly held by John and
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Fred Zambucka was not broken in spite of Maseratis and Ferraris.
John will be running at Ohakea this year, '

° ° ° e o e Lile Ve ° ° ° ° ° . ° °

The day trial in March will ke over a distance on the higher
side of 200 miles. * With the curious hours kept by !'service?"
stations in this country at weekends, and the curiously minute
capacity of the petrol tanks of many modern cars, some drivers
would be advised to carry a can or two, Ren Penny has put in
some 5-600 miles prospecting the course in his Austin 7.

o e e o ° e o . . e o o ° ° ° °

The Competitions Manager of the RAC, D.H.Delamont, has
some interesting comments on New Zealand racing in the February
Motospecs Review, It is hoped to include some of his comments
dinsElelnextRBUIN et One that we cannot pass up for the moment -
"Perhaps they might consider that it is better to drive a smaller
car well, than tc drive a big over-powered car which breaks down
early, or cannot hold the track. Its a point worth considering
anyway."

It is reported that Tom Sulman and two other Australian
drivers are on their way to England to take delivery oif a team
of three DB3s Aston Martins, which they will race in England
and the continent this year, and then in Australia and New Zealand
next season. Astons have agreed to providzs some £5000 worth
of spares to be kept in Sydney to maintain ths team. Also
reported from Australia that Jack Brabham, whose driving of the
Cooper Bristol was an outstanding feature of the Ardmore G.P.,
is on his way to the Continent with a letter of introduction to
several manufacturers, including Mercedes-Benz,

Professor Jerk, (may his oil pressure never fall low)
that indefatigable Shakespearian motorist assures me; that
only one who had heard expensive noises could gain the
poignancy of the knocking sequence of Macbeth Act 2. Sc.11.

"Thence is that knocking ?
How is't with me, when every noise appals me ?"




o CLUB CALENDAR

March 5th. OHAREA

March 12th, DAY TRTIAL, Start, in front of the
Brolite Factory, Western Hutt Road
ate9s 2 me

Mexrch 10th. CLUB NIGHT. Victoria League Rooms

March 14th. Committee Meeting.

April 1Lth. CLUB NIGHT. Victoria League Rooms.,

AERIE L 1 66H, HOUGHTON BAY HILL CLIMB. Details will
be circulated to Competition License
holders early next month.

© 0600000000000 908©6000060 065

FOR SALE,
Crash Helmet, Large Size. 4£1. John McMillan,

PA. M.G. excellent condition. C.R. 7.2:1, ports aligned
and polished, sports coil, water temp. guage, perspex side
screens and other extras., Price £3525. Telephone 37.32k.

Sell or Swap, Talbot 3 litre engine with preselector
gearbox. Campletely rebuilt about 2000 miles ago, with 8:1°C.R.,
polished and balanced rods etc. Runs easily up to about 5,500
r.p.m., develops about 120 b.h.p. with present standard camshaft,
single carburettor and single exhaust manifold, Has proved
completely reliable in two 50 mile races and a few shorter ones.
+he reason for wishing to dispose of it, is not that I wish to
fit a new engine, but that the chassis has gone to someone who
already has an engine. What is it worth? dent! tireailily;
know, but had thought of something about £125.

D.R.Bagnall, 41 Nicholson Road, Khandallah, Phone 37.348.
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Garbutt A. McBeath

Mitchell D. Moller

Penny R. Webster.
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These people have been the officials of your Club for the past
season. The next Club Meeting will be the Annual General
Meeting at which you will elect your officials for the coming
season. Make sure you come and that you vote. Your Committee
will be as good as you make it, and will function as efficiently
as the amount of assistance you give it permits it to.
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EDITORIAT,

At this stage of the year it appears that it is customary
for the Editor of the Bulletin to deliver a little homily about the
necessity of people standing for office at the Annual General Meet-
Tliayoy. It is a most lamentable fact that at the last two or three
meetings in particular there has been a disgusting lack of people
prepared to undertake responsibility.

This year makes a very happy contrast. Members of the
present executive of the Club have already contacted a number of
members to ask them to stand for the various offices of the Club.
The response has been most encouraging and it is apparent that an
clection will have to be held to replace the press gang method that
has been current of recent years. Ltiils tosbeRhopedithatethisii's
a sign of some sort of health in the Club.

For success a Car Club needs three things; a group of
drivers prepared to spend the time and money necessary to run their
cars in competition; a group of officials with the imagination and
ability to organise events efficiently; and a group of members who
are prepared to assist as marshalls in the conducting of events.

The essential purpose of this Club is that of conducting events.

Six to eight appears to be the maximum that can be done comfortably.
But if the Club is to be healthy it must be active. Arm chair
motoring at Club nights and theorising about what one would like to
build or like to drive or like to see happen does not constitute
the raiseon d'etre of the Club, Yet this year about half the mem-
bers of the Club did not compete, organise, or marshall, and it can
only be assumed that either they fall into the theoretical class
mentioned above, or they paid a subscription by mistake. .

May we suggest to this non-active half of the Club, that
by taking a fuller part you will find your membership more rewarding
and interesting, and you will make the Club itself more effective
and alive.
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LSSOCTATION INFORMATION:

The following is extracted from Newsletters 23 & 24.

Minor Members. Following investigations by the Association Hon.
Solicitor and as directed by the Council Meeting we append hereto a

letter received from our Solicitor on this subject.

3k

"The law on this subject appears to be quite definite. A person
under twentyone years of age cannot contract himself out of his
legal right to sue the organising body or others concerned,
competitors, officials etc. - for any negligence or fault on their
part. It would also be practically impossible to cover this by
insurance as the amount of cover required could not be predetermined
and consequently a very large cover would require to be taken and
the premium paid, A guardian could not sign the indemnity as the
person under 21 years would still retain his legal rights to sue.

It seems to me that the only way an organising Club can protect
pelf completely would be by barring entries by persons under
twentyone years. The risk run by the organising Clubs by allowing
those under twentyone to race is very small but even so, in the
event of an accident the Club, its officials or even drivers may lay
themselves open to a very considerable claim for damages."

Further we append hereto a letter from the Northern Sports Car Club
Inc., detalling insurances available to cover the above.

"Tn an endeavour to overcome this difficulty we have consulted
the New Zealand Insurance Co., who are prepared, for an additional
premium foff £2310.0 0) foria £5000 cover, toextend curiPublie Liability
Policy to cover Junior Members. We can do no better than to gquote
from their letter to our Club " [Letter from New Zealand Insurance
G wE @Y Gooo

"You also discussed the possibility of arranging scme insurance
in connection with your Junior Members. You advise that your
senior members sign a Contracting Out of Agrecment prior to taking
part in any event, but your legal advisers have advised that it is
7=t possible for a Junior to contract himself out or is it possible
W his parents to sign any such agreement. In view of this posit-
ion you have now enquired if there is any manner by which you can
relieve yourself of any liability for these Junior Members.

We think it would be possible to extend your existing Public
Liability Policy. At the present time there is an endorsement
on your policy to the effect that this policy does not extend to
ligbility in respect of accidental bodily injury or accidental
damage to property of any competitor. We could amend this clause,
and so bring within the scope of this Public Liability Policy
"Junior Members.,"

The effect of course would be that you would then have a
Public Iiability Policy that would take over your legal liability
for accidental injury to Junior Members.
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Competition Licenses.

The present system for issue of Basic Competition Licenses remains
as previously i.e. A financial Member of an affiliated Club applies
to the Club, producing current civill'driving license, filling in the
approved application form for association competition license,
giving name and address in BLOCK LETTERS and paying the necessary
fee of 7/6. On approval from the Club the application form which
should certify that the applicant is a financial Club Member, is
then forwarded to the Association Competition License Secretary
along with the fee of 7/6 for the issue of the license.

Extensions to the above license should where ever possible be
made as previously, i.e. Speed Extension must be obtained before
Racing Extension, qualifications for speed extension, applicant must
be observed by Competition License Panel at a Closed Club Hill Climb
or Sprint. Applicant to complete Application Form for Speed ex-
tension and this must carry the signature of the Convenor of the
License Panel together with the date and meeting at which applicant
was observed. The Basic License must be attached to the form when
sending application to Association Competition License Secretary.
(No Fee for Extensionms.)

For a Racing Extension applicant must hold a Basic and Speed
Extension to his Competition License and must be observed at a

sed Club Circuit Race Meeting. The same procedure as above is
e followed.

Under extenuating circumstances and as approved at the last
Annual General Council Meeting an officially appointed A.N.Z.C.C.
Steward (only) may approve of the issue of a Speed or Racing
Extension as detailed below:

If a competitor requires a Speed or Racing Extension at an
event where these are required he must be observed by the Club
License Panel and the officially eppointed Steward present and ii
approved the Panel to supply to the official A.N.Z.C.C. Steward the
epplication on the approved application form (including Competition
License) to the Steward for authority to compete.

The officially appointed Steward to the Mceting will grant authority
to the applicant to compete at the meeting with the right to with-
drew the competitor from the course or track as at present in
accordance with the present rules.

Upon the completion of the meeting the Steward will sign the
applicaticn form as approval for issue of extension and will for-
ward the application form and competition license immediately to the
AN.Z.C.C. Competition License Secretary for confirmation and amend-
ments to Competition License Register. The Steward does not sign
the Campetition License.

5.

If requested, a current medical certificate must accompany the
application for new or renewal of Racing Extension of Competition
fHlcensen Provisional Licenses are now no longer issued.

Racing Extensions.

Racing Extensions can only be applied for and granted after
having first gained a confirmed Speed Extension, Therelare no
exceptions to this Ruling.

Presentation of A.N.Z.C.C. Competition License, at Meetings.

All competitors MUST be able to produce their current A.N.Z.C.C.
@=ypetition License at all events where a competition license is
n&essary. This ruling must be enforced by the organising club.

Amendments to General Competition Rules.

Rule L2 of the General Competition Rules is now amended and
reads as follows: (the second sentence to be deleted and the
following substituted:) "He shall not, if he is one of the
following, Clerk of the Course, Timekeeper, Official Serutinecenr
Steward, Sccretary of the Meeting be eligible under any circumstances
to compete in any "Open Event".

Advertising on Automobiles.

The following R.A.C. Rule was adopted by the Council Meeting
for inclusion in A.N.Z.C.C. General Competition Rules. The Rule
is as follows: "No advertisement or Trade sign be distributed
from or carried on any automobile during any Race Meeting, provided
that this Rule shall not apply to the Manufacturers usual Name
Platc, Transfer or other device normally attached to, engraved or
stamped on cars sold by them to the public when carried on an
aEtomeile.

@ ing Numbers.

The following is the specification for Competition numbers in
all Open Events and is compulsory.

Numbers will be BLACK on WHITE background and will be 12" in
height by 2" thick in stroke and will be located on both sides of
the car as near as possible to the centre of the car and in addit-
jon they will be placed one facing forwards at the firont of thel car
and one facing rearwards to the rear. This ruling will be enforced.

Permanent Racing Numbers.

Clubs are requested to notify all Members that permanent racing
numbers are about to be re-allocated. These numbers will only be
allocated to racing cars. That is cars used purely for racing
and no other purpose. These numbers will be allocated to the
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cars and not to the drivers which means that the car will always
have that number even after being sold to a new owner.

The owner of a car having a permanent racing rumber allocated
to 1t must notify the Association of any change of ownership within
14 days of the sale of the car.

o o ° °o e ° s ® e . o . e o e o ° . ° ° ° ° e * o . 0 ° ° e o ° ° °

HOUGHTON BAY HILL CLIMB. APRIL 16th.

This event, run in conjunction with the Hutt Motoring Club
and the 500cc Car Club was the best organised and marshalled that
has yet been run on this course, From the point of view of
competition, perhaps it is sufficient to say that there is a new L 4
Hill Record, Under 500cc record 5l u=1100 ‘record, MGl -—1500 rccord
3 litre record, and Unlimited class. Perhaps this is even more
amazing when one realises that the hill was in the worst condition
it has been in at any of the events run on it as far as potholes and
rough surface are concerned, Yet no less than nine drivers return-
ed time under fifty seconds.

Practice runs were held before lunch and it was immediately
obvious that there were going to be some fast runs later in the day.
HcCutcheon rather rocked the watchers by knocking off 48.0 for his
first time on the hill and then 46.2 on his second practice run.

His extremely powerful GMC based special is by no means the lightest
or handiest of cars for this sort of event either. McBeath was
obviously a little perplexed with his new chassis as it went where
it was pointed and remained stable. John McMillan, with duals on
the Alfa, broke his own class record in both his practice runs.
Peddison in his TR2 ran out of road on his first run in a rather
curious way, as his car appeared to be making little effort to take
the cormer, in spite of what might have been happening in the cockd@
pit, Meurrie Orr was more circumspect in his TR2. Mesdames Fox

1 McMillan recorded identical times in their TF M.G.s. Peter

© unbv S Alvis ran on two and three cylinders only. Gibbons, as
one wou¢d expect, was a delight to watch, Mitchell's Renault, sole
entrant in the 501 -750cc Class was jestunianbil & Alan Freeman and
Arnold Stafford were being very serious in their Coopers, and thers
was a cheer of delight and much handclapping from all the drivers
assembled at the top, when the Lestone Special made its first
complete ascent of a hill in two years, without anything breaking,
falling off, or blowing up. Just to prove it was no fluke, Les
continued ‘doing it all day and recorded excellent times.

The official runs were all very exciting, with lots of little

l-

dices going on between cars even when class winners were obvious.
In the Unlimited Class McCutcheon drove outstandingly well,
eventually recording third fastest time of day. Then behind him
were McBeath, now driving the Bagnall chassis with his Mercury
engine, Bruce Cook with a modified XK 120 and Toby Easterbrook-
Smith with the ESS. Onillys28 seclicoveredthelthreeNofithen, e
ESS was misfiring badly as its owner is awaiting parts for the BTH
magneto - no parts are available in N.Z. Long live the English
Export drive!l Hugo Hollis with his standard XK was close behind
and as usual was driving most consistently.

G A step down, the McMillan Alfa was well ahead of everything
el algs) ElleiEE, Jcbster si2 s FaN U st Squieezed Y instoNsecond S pliaice
ahead of Bransgrove's surprising Wolseley Special with Graham
Cowie's Austin Healey only .2 sec behind him, Cowile's car now has
the overdrive arranged so that 1t may be selected in any gear.

What a lot of decisions to make

ol wne 2 blgies EleEs Paddison and Orr followed the fashion
by ending up with only .2 sec between them., Both also had one or
two untidy moments,

George pulled out the stops in his TF M.G. and removed .05
from the class record previeusly held by Hollis's blown TD of the
same€ marque. To prove it was no accident he came within a tenth
of doing it again. EhifsSwalsalv ey iincldrivesimndeedt Rus
Buckthought and his machine were as irrepressibly forceful as ever
and were well clear of Jonathan in his Ford 10 special. This
llatitertcanii sNonNanterestingNexanpliclotittlies senustllord S @NSpic catallscy
amd Vit s future N progreseiwil N belwabehed Switt b tereste

Gibbons and his Cooper can be compared only to themselves.
Their first run was marred it seemed, by a relatively bad start
.1 excess movement coming out of the second hairpin, [Ihe¥scceond
runSeppearcdiperfectrand i resulttediinainewsrecond Mo rS2NEwhitlte
the finzl run started to look terrifying, and resulted in a newer
record of 43.8 sec. To the casual onlooker if there was such a
person during any of these runs, courage would appear the first
prereguisite, and then perhaps skill, but watching closer the
realisation comes that above every thing else first rate driving
AisWanga ct¥eo i intelikiipencer

Down among the Five Hundreds, Stafford was doing very fast
things indeed with his Mk8 Cooper Norton. Alan Freeman was having
chain trouble, and then after fixing it put in what appeared a very
fast run only to have the wretched luck to be mistimed. On his
ensuing run he missed a change but still notched 4/.0 sec. Les
Stone was mining his time away steadily when his car suddenly
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realised what had been going on, and broke a carburettor to put
2y Sh5e)e) 5ol dbis bl

A pleasing feature was the number of drivers from outside
Wellington. Notable absentees were Ron Frost and Sid Jensen who
had deranged their Coopers at Dunedin the orﬂvious weekend.

Fordy Farland had the wretched luck to break a halfshaft as he was
moving up to the line on his first practice run.

0dd highlights. The magnificent preparation of O'Rourkes

very elderly Morris Minor, what a pity the time and energy could
not have been devoted to a more rewarding car.... the small boys

as usual confusing tachometers and speedometers, this one only doe
D5ewiaielsisls st Hoby SEveryRrapid) rea ctilons when  helrealiiSed s thatthc
throttle on the ESS had jammed wide op€hc....... the circumnavigat-
ing grin on the owner's face as he climbed out of the Lestone when
it hadt finaliliyiresched thel GO » i« .l- -l e GhE VERyEpeculilant sittitudes
sometime or another, of nearly every driver at the second hairpin,

HANSEN TROPHY AND CLAPPERTON TROFPHY.

Hugo Hollis is to be congratulated for having won the Hansen
Trophy yet again, and for having scored a notable double by also
winning the Clspperton Trophy.

(heBpeinisEtoritheREirsitithreceSpliaice SEmnNcelchlARCl =
HANSEN TROPHY CLAPPERTON TROPHY
1S 28 peints

T { points
ibbons 6 points @

H. Holliis 20 points . Hoelia
R.A.Gibbons 11 points .dJ . Grant
AT, Hreeman 10 points AL

(o)
G

These trophies and all others won this season will be
presented at the A.G.M. If you have an award coming, please be
theres

FOR S AN
Wanted to Sell. New four door Austin A30
5000 miles. Owner going overseas.,
£625 or nearest offer. Excellent condition.

Contact Thornley ' Phone 43-430,

DAY TRIAL

The organiser of this event spent a considerable amount of
time, money, and over five hundred miles reconnoitring running,
en* thil St As a result it was very well organised indeed.
There was an adequate number of marshalls to police the fifteen
checks involved. Altogether a lot of people were involved on
the organisation.

The event drew an entry of five cars.

4 This is an all time low for this club. Even during the
period of petrol rationing things never sank as low as this.
Before we conduct speed events we collect entries complete with
fleesy There has never been an event with an entry so small

that it has had to be wiped. A suggestion that the new committee
may like to consider is that entries for all events close ten days
before the date of that event, then if there i1s any repetition of
this disgusting incident, at least the event can be cancelled and
the marshalls can save their petrol and stay at home and keep warm.

For those five cars which did compete there was a most

interesting trial, which was eventually won by half a mark.
Barry Cronin won w1th » loss of 2/ points in his M.G. TD while
Jim Berkett and his Vblkswagen breathed hotly on his neck with
27% points lost. Manthel and Freeman had a close run for the
next placings until Alan's Ford V8 did curious things on a timed
haslESdescents Manthel was third with a loss of 365 pcints,
Frceman fourth 455 points lost, and Jack Lust brought IpSthedreans

ghis Hillman to win himself a consolation prize with 65— points
d wn the drain. Dave Morrish received a book token as his award
for best navigator.

Awards, Honey Pot. B. Cronin IWESGy IRID)S
Book tokens.
Best Navigator. D. Morrish Volkswagen
Consolation. J, JGbERs, - JebLILIhiera

CLUB CAPTAIN'S NOTES:

The Club Captain has nothing to say because there's no
room to say it anyway.




IN PASSING: by LONGSTROKE

Ex-Club Captain Roy Cowan will be returning from England
in September, During the two years Roy has been over there he
has done most of his motoring in an ex-London Taxi which cost £30
@lalsh 20) 1m0, Eualel 55 Bilseislal However for his last few months
he felt something = little more rapid would be pleasant so he is
currently motoring in a 1935 3% litre Lagonda. Whether he
intends bringing it with him on his return is not known. In view
of Roy's past history, an interesting pastime would be to run a ‘
small sweepstake on how long it is after his arrival before he
starts creating another special.

° 3 ° ° ° . ° e o o o ° ° ° °

At the hillclimb the Normac was still showing signs of its
encounters with the cycle cars at Chakea where Bill Lee drove into
him from one side, and Ron Frost from the other. The way this
heavy (18cwt.) car gets away indicates that there must be a Lothol
very large horses under the bonnet, probably over two hundred of
them. I hate to hazard a guess at the cost, but the Wayne head
alone would have cost some £200 odd. McCutcheon has made his own
quick change diff. Owing to lubrication difficulties at high
revs he has been pulling a 2.6 ratio in races this season, but at
the climb was using L.1. The only time it has been timed over
a standing quarter was the week it was completed when it clocked
16 sec. As McCutcheon intends rebuilding the car into a lighter
more compact form, and believes he can now deal with the lubricat-
ion difficulties it should be an interesting vehicle to watch
NexEbseaSes &
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The QOhakea meeting was one of the best for some years,
principally I think because of the number of scratch races. A
mass start is always exciting to watch for a start. George Smith
and Frank Shuter showed that the day of the Special is by no means
over in New Zealand racing. Indeed with the various developments
planned for various specials during the winter, it may be that
next season will see some very fierce competition all round.

e o o o o o o e e e @ e 8 ° e o

ECONCOMY RUN An Economy Run will be held on June 11th
details of which will be circularised later.

13.

The Dunedin Road Race was a very unsatisfactory affair all round.
Congratulations to Arnold Stafford for his second place. it
suppose that sooner or later a 500 is going to win a big scratch
race, maybe with the Mk 9's next year? I only hope that the
resulting enthusiasm is kept within decent bounds. Perhaps
the best comment that can be made about Dunedin is that if
Association Stewards are not prepared to take action against a
driver who persists in ignoring the black flag, that they should
be charged in the courts with having received their expenses
meneysunderRtaliseNpretencest Anyone who is appointed as a
steward has certain duties to carry out, and those duties should
";'oarried out no matter who is the transgressor.

e o ° . ° e ° ° ®© o o ° ° . ° ° ° e o ° ° ° °

Rumour has it that one member of the club is experimenting with
building a fibre glass body. lkceNevervithninoNellselit o deoMwalt
motorcars it takes a lot longer than expected. Extreme
accuracy in the making of both male and female moulds appears

to be the biggest time consumer.

. . ° ° ° ° ° ° o ° e o e . ° . 0 ° o e o ° °

Geof Easterbrook-Smith has already been involving himself in
motorsport in the U.S., he has been helping tune a Veritas that
was entered for Sebring, the helping included some high speed
work on a test track, The Veritas was excluded from the final
SitemtensisinNspilteNoibelinpisome N Smepe hoWtasterst hanStlhieWirnneb
Bristols in practice. Apparently only eighty starters were
allowed and overseas entrants were given priority. Geof may
bg driving the car in a hill climb shortly. American hill

bs are apparently more on the Paekakariki model, being mostly
two to three miles in" length. Wonder if the Main Highways
Board would supply the materials if the Club would do the work of
Fencing ik It is a wonderful hill. I should be prepared
to make a small bet that with the cars about today the hill record
would be well under two minutes.

BULLETIN




11

It is sad to have to record the death of Ian Jones, Only
older members of the Club will recall Ian, who was not active of
recent years. A member of the pre-war Wellington Car Club, he
was an early member of the fore runner of the present club, the N.Z.
Sports and Racing Car Club. Cars which Tan owned included
Ansaldo, Alvis, Bugatti, Marendez, and the Red Label Bentley which
was his last car. A headlight failure in this car resulted in a
bad prang and hospital a few years ago.

° L] ° e o o e o ° ° ° ° ° o e e o

Did the 500 boys bribe Dean Delamont when he was out here? @
A quote from Delamont's comments in Motospecs:- "Mr. Delamont
advises any young New Zealander wanting to get into serious racing
to invest in a 500cc job - perhaps a Cooper-Norton. This type
of car provides real training and is fun to compete in! Delamont
also says after expressing amazement at the number of Specials
raced here, "Some of your specials are surprisingly goocd." He
also advocates making the Ardmore circuit clockwise and considers
that it would be faster that way. (Note: Formula events overseas
are always run clockwise, could this be a straw in the wind for

Ardmore?) Also suggested, "a good long sports car race before
the GoPieececosecssss A Twelve Hour race would attract more people
along and provide entertaimment for the early birds at the track.

Suggests starting such a race at 8 p.m, or 9 p.m. the night before.

The Stanton brothers had a bad day at Ohakea with the
Cropduster. In the first race they broke the chains driving their
brand new supercharger. In the second race the GCS threw a ro
thru their petrol tank, and then to cap the day in the last race
the aforesaid brand-new-specially-made supercharger disintegrated
in every possible way. I wonder which it is, have English
engineering standards disintegrated completely, or was it Just
another case of work slummocked because the customer was 12,000
miles away. Whichever the reason is I should hate to be the
recipient of the letter that is accompanying the blower on its way
back to England. The acceleration in blown form of this Gypsy
engined special is quite the most fantastic thing I have seen.

As it recently did a standing quarter in a small point or two
around 14 seconds in unblown form, I should dearly love to time it
when the blower is helping it along. The earlier braking
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troubles have been overcome, the brothers having built their own
2LS outfit for the front. Handling still seems something of a
problem, although learning the curious characteristics of such
a machine must take time. As someone at Ohakea remarked,
"Wait until Roy Cowan sees this "

Hugo Hollis has been seen looking at TR2's and Austin
Healeys with a little more than casual interest. We wonder
gl the XK120 is being considered as due for replacement...c.....

k Kennedy is playing with an Austin / again. Jack's son
discovered a most dilapidated Brooklands model, and Jack is
helping him rebuild it, on the condition that Jack can drive it
in the first hill climb after the job is completed. hereNare
also rumours that Jack is casting his eyes about for a car to have
fun in, after having been rather tied down by business for the
last two or three years.

° ® ° o o e o ¢ o o . o e e o e o

The Mille Miglia is on Saturday 30th. April. With the
improved newspaper attention to these events we should see a
not too garbled account of the first two or three places next
week.
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Professor Jerk (may his prop shaft never vibrate) offers
the following lines from Act V of Timon of Athens as an
Hication of Shakespeare's motoring mind. It appears that
e man from Avon judged his fellows by their gear changes.

"4y, and you do hear him cog, see him dissemble,
Know his gross patchery; yet remain assured
That he's a made up villain."




CLUB CALENDAR *

May 12th. ANNUAL GENERAL, MEETING AND PRIZEGIVING.
Victoria League Rooms 8 p.m. Please
be there and vote. If you have won
any awards during the year it is only
courtesy for you to come and collect
what is yours.

June 9th. CLUB MEETING. Victoria League Rooms.

8 p.m.
&>

FOR SALE:

J2 ALLARD, OHV Ardun Head Ford. Mileage 7000.
De Dion rear end. A good sports/racing car in
good order. Will Trade,

Cadillac Engine, V8, 1934 model, 4 carbs, Ford
ignition, hot cam, new pistons, developes 150 bhp.
Good order, £100.

Cadillac Engine, V8, 1946 model, s.v. hydraulic
tappet, 2 gallon sump, low mileage, valves Jjust
ground, 160 bhp, £155.

Or, would sell separately, V8 OHV Ardun Ford
Engine, or, Ardun equipment separately for
offers.

Apply to :- Vic Shuter, P.0.Box 68, Cambridge.
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The next Bulletin will appear towards the end of
June, As the position of Editor is one which is deter-
mined by the Annual General Meeting, will anyone with any

copy for the confounded thing please send it to the Club
Secretary.

Please,

Please,

Please,

WRITE FOR YEOAUGR BRUNIS I ERT SN
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—DIRECTORY <

Club Captain. J. McMillan Telephone 84-923
Vice Captain H.dwHolllass 51-080
Secretary V.S.Evans 56-782
Treasurer A, Robb 44 -070
(Bus.)
@Bulletin Editor V. Easterbrook-Smith 75-312
Committee
Buckthought V.B.Cook
Evans K. Garbutt
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These people are the officers of your Club. If you have any
bright ideas or any criticisms, don't keep them to yourself.,

Approach one of the people above and ask them to bring it up

at the next committee meeting.
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EDITORIAL

This season could be one of the best in the life of the Club.
fitehasEsbarted SwellS S inSthaERiorSth el fnstitimcliorEthrecRo R ot
years an election was necessary for the election of Club Officials.
This is in itself an indication that more members are feeling respons-
ible and prepared to work for the Club. The Committee hope that
they will earn and receive the support of their members.

A programme of eight events is planned for the year, one of
which has already been held and attracted an entry of twenty. Can
we not make this entry the minimum of the events we hold this ye
There is no reason why this should not be so. Once again the pi’
gramme balances the claims of the fast and mild communities within
ielaE (Ollulo)-

The biggest thing as far as the sport is concerned at this
end of the island, is undoubtedly the Levin Track. Largely due to
the efforts of Ron Frost and Arnold Stafford, a one mile sealed
track will be opened at Levin, probably about November. The Club
will run one meeting there, which will probably incorporate in its
programme the annual sprint. The Managers of the track envisage
about six meetings a year.

Apart from the singularly happy thought that we shall at
last be able to run our own race meeting, the track means a lot of
Ghelasie elonlioiss) el It should mean a considerable improvement in
the standard of driving in that it will allow far greater experience
to be gained than before. It should lead to faster cars. One of
the greatest difficulties which has confronted drivers in the past
being the lack of anywhere to test and tune their machinery. Now,
for a small fee, they will be able to work to their heart's cont
without getting up at first light and indulging in illegalities,
making hasty adjustments during the course of an event.

The most important thing of all perhaps, is that this track
should mean a growth in general public interest in the sport. People
will undoubtedly come to a venue where the spectator facilities are
admirable and permanent. This may mean we shall have to do better
at our other speed venues, but this is surely a good thing, as it 1is
too easy to plod along, perpetuating the same mistakes year after
Nic s

The omens are more than favourable. If everyone in the Club
makes their contribution, the 1955-56 season should see an active
year with a much strengthened Club at the end of it.

be

CLUB CAPTAIN'S NOTES. JOHN MCMILLAN

My Committee and I would like to thank the Club
Members for the trust they have shown in asking us to administer the
fortunes of the Club for the coming season. We hope that we shall
be able to satisfy the Club that it has not committed a piece of
utter foolishness. :

It is our hope, that the variety of events and
the variety of entertaimnments at Club evenings will be to the liking
of Club Members, and that the season will give all members good-
WP1owship, and enjoyable competition. We hope we shall receive
the support of all menmbers, for without that support your committee
has no power. We hope that any member with a grievance at any
time, will pass it on to the Committee and not let it fester.
Similarly we hope any member who has a constructive suggestion to
offer will not let it mould in his mind.

The Committee and I shall do everything we can
to make this our most successful season yet.

2 o e ° ° e ° e o e o ° . ° °© o o ° . °

SITUATIONS VACANT.

The success of any motoring event depends in the final
analysis upon how well it is organised. How well it is organised
depends in the final analysis upon how experienced are the people
doing the many jobs concerned.

The organisers of the LEVIN TRACK know this full well,
iig with that in mind are now starting to build up a corps of
(W-shallls. and officials. Their aim is to have a hard core staff
who will be responsible for the administration at all events held
on the track. Tor a start these workers will have to be volunt-
ary, but later it is hoped that at least expenses will be paid.

What are wanted, are people who will be prepared to
attend meetings regularly, and become experienced in specific jobs.
Apart from the assistance these people will give the NS peRtIsNthEY
will ensure themselves an inside view of motor racing. Ron Frost
will be pleased to hear from any Club Members who feel that they
would like to help motor sport in this way. If you are interested
contact Ron now, as things like this have to be organised now, not
a week or two before the track is due to open.




SOME UNWRITTEN LAWS.

In Motor Sport of July 1940, an article appeared under a
similar title to this, and acknowledgement is made for some quotat-
ions which appear from it.

Motoring is heavily hedged with restrictions and regulations,
but there are also certain things which are done and not done. It
would seem that these should be restated periodically for the benefit
of newcomers to the game, for they are things that are seldom said to
anyone directly, but can cause hard feeling and bitterness, when a
member suddenly finds that he is held in contempt by others, .

Really the whole lesson is; don't show off because you
like fast motoring and fast cars.

A sporting car is unfortunately not yet a commonplace upon
our roads. It therefore attracts far more attention than a B.M.C.
Buzz Box, or an All-American whale. Its driving and conduct will be
criticised more sharply than that of any other vehicle., Its conduct
therefere has to be exemplary.

Playing boy racers is a Bad Thing. This includes, driving
about with numbers on, driving a stripped car unnecessarily, hanging
on bits and pieces such as unnecessary bonnet straps, stoneguards
offering problematical protection, funny exhaust systems, imitation
knock on caps, wearing funny names on the car, winning fastest lap
of the pits, leading in the Cuba Street Grand Prix, and generally
trying to prove that you are not as other people are.

To quote: "When it comes to driving, misplaced enthusiasm
is apt to offend against real as well as unwritten law, and either
way it does our world a power of harm. The more obviously rapiQ!!
or home brewed, or otherwise unconventional your car, the more
unobtrusively and politely should it be driven in populated places.
If you feel a desire to leave black marks on the road for no iceel
purpose, or to make a filthy row blipping your throttle, reflect
that she probably knows nothing about 0-50 figures - and racing
drivers do not jab the accelerator up and down when warming up any-
way, so why advertise the comparatively low loading on your B Sietoe
When you have learn't a lot and start to enter competitions, do not
let the excitement lead you into showing off or seeking cheap
publicity, do not seek loopholes in the regulations, do not break
up the hotel furniture or beat up the town just because you are a
"Racing motorist."....If you do all these things you will be a true
follower of the "Sport!

SECRETARY'S NOTES: V. 5. EVANS

The difficulties experienced in past years in
electing a committee were not encountered this year and we all
look forward to a successful season.

The Economy Run which was held on Saturday June
11th attracted twenty entrants; a good attendance but it could
have been more, or were members afraid of specking their cars with
a little rain water, The results appear elsewhere in the Bulletin,
sihe event proving a fantastic victory for Bob Gibbons. It was a

Lried course throughout the Wellirngton area, starting from
Tinakori Road Service Station, out to Johnsonville, by the Mctor-
way to Tawa Flat, through Wellington City, up Mt. Victoria, out to
Miramar, Seatoun, Island Bay, Chiro Bay, Kelburn, and then back to
the Service Station. Fifty one miles in all. We should like
to thank all the competitors for a good entry.

One committee member each month, will donate
6s5.9d4. for a Tattersals Lottery ticket to be made out in the name
of the Club, and given to the Secretary to hold. What could we
deolwa thFEl0NC00ERZ

Would anyone in the Club care to donate one
goodsized tent which will be used at Hill Climbs, Sprints etc.,
for the timing gear and paperwork?

The Club will be reserving a block booking for
the film "The Racers" at the Kings. A1l those interested please
deliver your orders to the Secretary. Cash down.

Bruce Cook will be organising the Night Trial
for 16th July with Russ Buckthought as assistant devil, so we can
be assured of same trial. Unless there is a reasonable entry no

el il Texs) lasilel Starting place will be advised at the next
Club Night, or you can ring Bruce (Dr. Cook please) at Wellington
Public Hospital or Russ at 63.281.

The next Committee Meeting will be at Hugo
Hollis's, 43 Rawhiti Terrace, Kelburn, on Wednesday 20th July.
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ECONOMY RUN RESULTS, OR, LET'S ALL BUY A MINOR

Wellington Car Club Economy Run over 51 Miles on Saturday June 11.
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Rums to Remember :

DRIVER AND CAR

R.A.Gibbons, Morris Minor

D. McDougall,
J. Lust,
P.G.Porteous,

J. Hobsen,

L. Spitz, . M.G.

Wl (Giszuans,
B, IEelllls
J.A Moffat,
H.N.Burrows,
A.T.Freeman,
J.Mosteele
M.T.Allen,
D.E.Morrish,
B CuEGS
JislSilexanden’s
J. Evans,
H.W.Mitchell,
H. Brown

AT Bonrcitles

Ford Consul
Hillman Minx
Ghevreillet
Morris Minor
X0

Ford Anglia

Jaguar X.K. 120

Morris Minor
Ford Zephyr
Ford V8
Morgan 4/
Austin AL4O
Renault
HordNRPrefect
Ford Prefect
Standard 12.
Renault
Morris Minor

Triumph Gloria

TON M.P.G.

81.798
Do
Ol T/
45.
LN
95
40.2
5958
5815
5595
55,6l
55,9
552
334
32.4
9223
32025
Dili®
29.

ekl

Continued from page 11.

of the gears is louder than the engine.
I forget the happenings at the event.

remember,

ACTUAL M.P.G.

(90.26)
(ee2™)
(46.0 )
(27.2 ) @
(50.5 )
Biseh)
(4640 )
22

(283

The run I shall

AMERTCAN NOTES G. BEASTERBROOK-SMITH

Being some excerpts from letters of an ex-patriate.

Last weekend I went to the races at Cumberland with Fred.
The circuit was an airfield which had been made by cutting the
tops off hills and filling in valleys, so that each runway ended
in a sheer cliff, The lap distance was 1.6 miles with seven
corners, from hairpin to flat out. We towed the Veritas up on a
trailer behind Fred's Buick and when we hit the mountains we found
gt dynaflow and fading brakes are not a good combination for

“wing, in fact we nearly lost the whole lot down one hill. It
was raining like hell and one gentleman in a TRZ2 Triumph on the
same road managed to roll his car three times without exceeding
HEOM i o) lals

Friday afternoon was spent in technical inspection which
was tough, although not quite as tough as I expected. The races
were '"National" which means that they counted towards the Sports
Car Club of America National Class Championships., These are run
in international capacity classes with each class divided between
Junior and senior drivers (a senior being one who has finished
s bl i2nd S e Bnd & Nin Yamational race), and production and
modified sports cars,

The entry was terrific - something over two hundred and
fifty cars. In practice for example, I counted twentyfive XK140
M's go by and they were still pouring past when I turned away.
Austin Healeys, TR2's, and M.G.'s by the literal score, three of
the very latest 3 litre Masers, and two of the latest 2 litre
Masers, a 3 litre Type 750 Ferrari, and Kimberley's 4.9 Ferrari.

) big Ferrari is the most brutal looking car I have ever secen.
—~ weighs 2,200 lbs., and looks much bigger and quite un-Italian
in conception. I think what impressed me most was seeing it
ticking over at 750 r.p.m. without the slightest roughness, and
then being driven off to race on the same plugs. Kimberley is
a millionaire, and a very pleasant chap, as Fred and I found out
when we had a talk with him about tyre pressures for the Veritas.,
His equipe vehicles are really good - a huge travelling workshop,
painted red with the Ferrari horse on it and Scuderia Kimberley,
plus an equally big trailer for the car. Driver and hangers-on
in red overalls, and even red folding chairs on top of the work-
shop, from which the races may be viewed in comfort. One other,
I think it was Briggs Cunningham, outdid that, as his travelling
workshop had a covered grandstand on top. Other cars included,
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two Arbaths, several Bandinis which are the prettiest little cars
imaginable, Arnolt Bristols, Lester M.G.s, dozens of Porsches,
several 300SL Mercs, which were most impressive in action, three or
four Allards, Siatas, an A.C. (the very latest and very very impress-
ive) a Porsche engined Cooper called the Pooper, which went like a
bomb, several Oscas, and a pair of Mille Miglia Frazer Nash.

The racing was extraordinarily interesting. It started at
8.30 a.m. on Sunday, and the last race started at 4.30 p.m. There
were eleven races, the first nine being of half an hour each and the
last two of one hour duration. The organisation was first class,
except for the trifling matter of spectator control which was shock-
aliafer, I had the experience while I was setting up our pit equipmdfy
during the 15 litre modified race, of seeing a Porsche get out of
control right opposite me, go through a line of straw bales as if
they weren't there, and mow down the officials at the finish line.
Five were carted off to hospital with, as far as I know, no serious
injuries, but it was a horrid sight.

Apart from that, I thought that the standard of driving was
very high, and incomparably better and faster than we see it in
New Zealand. Good and new cars probably have a lot to do with it,
but even so they were made full use of by very competent drivers.
The general effest was very exciting indeed and I have never seen
anything that appircached it before. For example, to see twelve
XK140's and three Allards pour into an S-bend with not more than
four lengths between the lot, is really a heart stopping experience.

As far as the Veritas was concerned we had a reasonably
satisfactory day. The opposition was two Masers, two Frazer
Nashes, Two Arnolt Bristols, a Bandini with an Offenhauser engine,
and a Siata. The Veritas went very well but it was a very hot daxw,
and using second gear early in the race sent the oil temperature «
and the pressure down, so for the last two thirds of the race Fred
used third and top only, and came in third behind the two Maseratis.

In the earlier races a Ford Thunderbird and a Chevrolet
Corvette ran, both with silly automatic transmission. On the
straight they were faster than the Jaguars, but both did in their
comic hydromatics or whatever the stupid arrangement is called.

After the meeting came the Victory Dinner at a plush Country
Club, where no less than eighty five resplendent trophies were
dished out - no prize money whatsoever at any S.C.C.A. event.

I drove a dynaflow Buick convertible back the hundred and twenty
miles to Washington. It was quite as bad as I imagined it would
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be, and made me wonder more than ever why more people don't buy
Studebakers which handle like thoroughbreds in comparison, and
also have brakes which really work and don't fade.

Next weekend the races are at a one mile road circuit
about twenty miles out of Washington, and the following weekend a
hill climb at Cumberland. Louis Chinetti is bringing his 4.5
(old Formula I) Ferrari down from New York for it.

Had a ride in a Muntz Jet. It is built by Kurtis who
builds the Indianapolis chassis, and is quite an unusual car by
U.S. standards. It is a very spacious and comfortable four
s@per with a rag top, wind up windows, an automatic drive, and
radaio. It is not a sports car by any stretch of the imagination
as the steering ratio is between four and five turns lock to lock,
and the brakes are quite feeble. However in a straight line it
has real performance, as the engine is a 1954 Cadillac of something
over 5 litres, with a 3 race camshaf't, solid tappets and two quadro
jet (four choke to you Kiwi) carbs which is in effect one per
cyillindenrs This results in between 275 and 300 b.h.p. The owner
has done 15.25 for the standing quarter on a day when the best
Jags were doing 16.3. If it were not for the automatic trans-
mission it would do better still, as at 60 m.p.h. it changes into a
502 1 e EEeir- I had quite a brisk dice in it and I have
definitely never sat in anything so accelerative - so much so, that
the loose change in my side trouser pocket showed every inclination
to come out. It is really quite astonishing, especially as it
weighs every bit of 30 cwt, The Cadillac engine was absolutely
effortless and revved extraordinarily freely.

After a few months over here we are becoming conditicned
imggome odd ways. One is that the usual run of Yank cars no longer
1% big, the Mark VII Jaguar looks medium to small, Hillmans and
ALO's look absolute midgets, while the 750 Renault looks grotesquely
small. 0ddly the Minor continues to look normal, but Ford Consuls
lay us in the aisles. The Austin Healy by the way is the fastest
selling foreign car in the U.S. at present, and Washington is knee
deep in them.

The weather is pleasantly warm, most days running around
eighty. The wind blows so seldom here as to arouse comment when
1iE CleES - How extremely pleasant after Wellington.




RUNS TO REMEMBER ANONYMOUS

As our motoring law stands in New Zealand, it is sometimes
difficult to speak honestly of runs one will always remember, for
often the element of speed is involved in these runs. To the best
of my knowledge I have never embarrassed any other road user by a
bresch of the traffic rules regarding speed, nor in my every day
driving do I exceed the speed limit if there is even one other car
in sight. To do so is to invite trouble, and censure. Rofdonthass
knowingly is foolish in the extreme.

The venue for the sprint event was ninety miles away. L]
Scrutineering, it had been announced, was to be at eight thirty.
I thought that if I left at quarter past six the roads would be
reasonably free and I could cruise up mildly and legally without
let or hindrance, and without attracting the undesirable attention
hat an unconventional car appears to draw. Normally I find one
of the most annoying parts of driving to or from an event is the
stupid laughs of buggz box clots, who wallow delightedly past when
one is cruising at a temperate fifty. Their tin ware does not
attract attention, my car does. Once only have I succumbed to the

temptation this offers, and happily remember the apoplectic count-
enance of the driver of a Buick as I went past him at eighty and
then changed with some ostentation into top. A pleasant thing to
do, but I would now say, a foolish thing., There are a lot more
cars on the road today.

Only those who have driven the better Edwardian or Vintage
cars can know the soothing pleasure of rapid movement through the
air with a slowly moving engine beneath the bomnet. Most modern
cars at fifty are revving at from 3,000 r.p.m. upwards - a sense @
of busyness is starting to te apparent. The large lazy engine iu
my car revolves only two thousand times at fifty and that with an-
other two and a half thousand to come. Imagine then a clear
summer morning, the air still and already gaining warmth, a single
seater car, with nothing but an aero screen and goggles between
you and the moving air, an engine plodding mildly with the foot
barely touching the accelerator pedal, and no other traffic about.

Through the countryside, at a leisurely steady pace with
no other traffic, one has time to notice the greenness of the
fields showing beneath the summer brown. When the road passes
near to the sea, the air becomes rich with its scent of salt and
seaweed. The road curves in again through farm country, and over
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the sound of the engine and windrush, comes the thud of a milking
machine and fleetingly the nose catches the smell of warm milk and
cowyard. There is a small town ahead and the foot eases back on
the throttle, and through the deserted streets we go with the
engine just ticking over. There i's neothingimeoneldeserted thanta
small New Zealand town, with last night's scraps of paper yellow
in the early morning sunlight.

Out in the country again, and for the next twenty miles is
a series of curves, nothing really acute, but just enough to make
it fun to practice holding exactly two thousand revs, on dip and
1imb, through banks of red clay, on the open curve past sleepy
sheep, and the blind bend with pine needles on the inside from-the
darkening trees above. One brief slowing for another township,
and now there are one or two people about, hypnopampic and shabby.

From here on, it is straight and flat for twenty miles,
with about three corners the whole way, and still only another car
every few miles. A surprised farmer waves from his Ferguson as
he tows his cream to the factory. Predatory magpies fly up under
my wheels from the corpse of one of last night's opossums. A
glance at the oil pressure, temperature guagss and rev counter
brings the foot up,for the needle has unobtrusively built up to
three thousand. There is a brief battle with conscience and a
compromise is effected for two five, a little over sixty, a few
more miles and another glance. How deceptive is a high-geared,
lightly stressed car, its three two this time, effortiess and on
rails. At eighty most cars are starting to use the road.

And now there is the longest of the straights. Over eight
_miles of it there is, dead straight, good surface, and only one
de road early in the piece. The side road is passed, and through
my goggles I stare ahead and there is nothing, absolutely ncthing
abal Solglang The muscles of the right leg flex slightly, and the
engine begins to bocm, and over the boom of the exhaust and the
whine of the transmission I can hear the air sucking into the
carburettors. The white needle on the black face swings up,
three five, seven, eight, four thou, four one, two fifty, ease
the foot slightly and heold it. The wind is noisy now, and I have
to pull my beret off and shove it in my jacket, the goggles press
on my cheekbones. The car and I feel alive., The road has become
narrow and perspective alters rapidly. The store at the turn off
is in sight, coming nearer rapidly. The foot eases, reluctantly
and gently, the exhaust crackles on the overrun, and the whine

o Turn back to Page 6 for completion,




IN PASSING by LONGSTROKE

The 500 cc Car Club are said to be looking for a suitable
course’ fortathilliNclEimbNerSspecd S tritaily Will everyone please form
a queue on the right, and tell Les Stone of their favourite wvenue
that no one has thought of using yet.

° . ° ° ° e o ° ° o °

Undoubtedly the biggest news of the month is that the
organisers of the Ardmore G.P. have announced that they are present-
ly completing agreements for Stirling Moss to drive there this
season. It has not been stated what he will be driving but he K
under contract to Mercedes for 1955, although the race of course is
a few days into 1956, and according to press reports, Mercedes have
announced that they will not be participating in the Grandes Epreuves
Sn9560 However, whatever he is driving Ardmore will be worthwhile
to see Moss alone. When we realise that the overseas drivers we
have seen there for the last two years are not front rank men, we
know that people of the calibre of Moss and Hawthorn must be really
startiling.

What a dreadful business at Le Mans. And yet it was bound
to happen as long as cars with such wide disparity of performance
werel compebings together, Soon we are going to have to do something
in this country too atout grouping cars for racing within performance
groups. The final race at Ohakea with its mixed grill entry of
forty odd cars with lap speeds varying as much as fifty miles per
hour, was undoubtedly vastly entertaining for the spectators, who
on an airfield can be kept at a most respectful distance from the
course, but it was also a most dangerous affair for the drivers, @
I would expect that the repercussions of Le Mans may be felt even
in these distant isles, twelve thousand miles away though we may be.
Almost certainly I feel, Clubs using public roads will be required
to comply with far more stringent requirements for spectator safely.

e o ° . ° ° e ) ° ° ° ° ° . . e o

Talking of safety, I am surprised that there has been no
comment on a letter which appeared a few Bulletins ago, signed by
one Cassandra. It suggested that Competition Licensees should be
classified as to the speed and power of cars they should be allowed
to. drive. After seeing the antics of one or two relatively new
boys in TR2s around the countryside, and seeing an XK 120 acting as
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a moving chicane in unskilled hands at one meeting, I think it is
something that our Club might well take up with the Association.
How can the classification be done? Opinions please.

° ° ° ° ° ° ° - ° ° . e o ° °

With the opening of the Levin track Motor Sport is going

to receive a big boost. Perhaps the best part about it is that
the drivers there can expect to receive enough in expenses to pay
for their petrol and oil at least, and maybe later on tyres too.
With six starts a season there, two hill climbs with our club, one
climb and a speed event from the Hutt Club, and possibly one climb

the Five Hundred Club, racing machinery is going to be worth
owning, and will not be spending most of its life in sheds. Thank
goodness someone has at last realised that running a fast car is
expensive, and that some expenses for everyone instead of a dollop
of prize money for the favoured few is the best way to breed more
cars and better competition. Ron Frost and his cohorts deserve
every support that we can give them.

e o ) ° . . e o o ° ° °

Sad Story. A club member who shall be nameless, except to
say that he is an electrical engineer, drives a Wolseley Hornet,
and flirts with five hundreds, recently fitted a new prop shaft to
the aforesaid Wolseley. Being an engineer it was, needless to say,
fitted meticulously. Pride goeth before a fall. A test run was
indicating all was well, when suddenly everything locked solid and
the car rotated about its own propshaft to perform a fine slow roll,
while the gearbox disintegrated in all directions. Battery cable
apparently has a very high tensile strength, and if one end is
attached firmly to the chassis and the other allowed to wind up,
\vﬁchlike, around a prop shaft, something takes a turn for the
wWsc, The driver lost his front seat passenger. He looked
around but there were no holes big enough for a body to have gone
Blhy (GL Eventually a voice inguired after his health from the
space between rear and front seats. Neither knew how he got there.
Like most New Zealanders I fear, I am filled with a wicked joy when
I hear of the professionals doing something which I expect to happen
only to incompetents like myself.

e o o ° e o e o ° . . °

He changed at thirty down to first
Wondered why his motor burst.

It really gave him quite a turn.
Buzz box owners live and learn,
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Department of deadly secrecy. Two Club members have both told one
or two favowred friends that they have a Ferrari lined up ready to

buy, IF, they can sell their present belSidess A1l very hush hush

and seecret. So hush hush and secret in fact that neither of them

knows about the other. Nor do they know that they are both after

waE BENIE E8UF o onb 0000

. ° ° ° ° ° o o o o . °

The numerically small Nelson Club runs a very full Calendar,
including three race meetings, one at Havelock, one at Motueka and
the other of course their two day New Year beach meeting. Thi

latter is one of the most enjoyable meetings anywhere in New Zea\- .d,

Not only is the racing fun, but the hospitality is fantastic. fihe
last time I was down there I saw the sun rise on six consecutive

days and the seventh night I had to hide. If you are looking for a

pleasant way to spend next Christmas and New Year, I can recommend
no better way than to go to Nelson. If you want to enquire about
the event and the motor camp bookings the address to write to is
the Secretary, Nelson Car Club, P.0.Box 231, Nelson.

° o ° e . ° ° ° ° °o e °

Department of Black Marks. The Editor says in bitter tones that
the Club are 99% illiterate, and that more specifically Bruce Cook
promised an article for this Buillletin and didntt deliver ats. An
alternative suggestion is that the experiences you have and the
language you use are not fit to be put into fonanlinng

. . ° ° ° ° ° o ne, @, e .

That indefatigable Shakespearian scholar, Professor Jerk,
ay his dyna never flow less, has told us that the following from
Act I Scene IV of Measure for Measure could only have been writtggy
as a description of some of the hairier drivers in some of the

hairier specials, on some of their hairier corners:

"but we do learn
By those that know the very nerves of state,
His givings out were of an infinite distance
From his true meant design.

e e ° ° ° ° L] ° e o ° ° ) °

BULLETIN MATERTAL:

Please send in material for the next Bulletin to
P.0.Box 223, Lower Hutt. Material should be sent to arrive
not later than Friday 19th. August.

CYRIL SLADE-JONES.

It is with regret that we record the death of
Cyril Slade-Jones in a boating accident at Taupo on June 17th.
A member of the pre-war Wellington Car Club, and an active member
of the N.Z.S.C.C. immediately after the war, Slade-Jones will be
remembered for the way he made a single seater B.S.A. go amazingly
fast. Of recent years, having been posted in the Army to Waiouru
his connection with the Club has been tenuous, a matter of regret
to those who knew him. His name is recorded in the Club as the
donor of the Slade-Jones Trophy for the under 1100cc Class at the

A‘al Sprinks

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

Shliz

While not wanting to appear critical of the newly elected
Committee so early in its life, I must register my dislike of the
first Club night of their regime. Please, if we are to have films,
let us have only films of direct motoring interest. I am a little
tired of oil wells and scenery. The programme at the first night
would have been better confined to two films, and natter.

N =mWetcs

ilitravera

TEN YEARS AGO

The Bulletin for July 1945 contained:-

an advertisement for a 30/98 for £100

an article by Trevor Wickham on the three Bentleys he had
ogaed. ...... a letter signed "Le Penseur" the writer of which hoped
t& no one restoring vintage cars was going to use them for serious
competition as they would "obviously be given a thrashing by a few
well tuned but nevertheless standard modern touring cars'.
a small rally had been held.... and at Judgeford a hill climb had
been held for the second time with Morrie Proctor making F.T.D. in
hist Beecklland s Ra leyians s 5959 Telephones and wire had been
borrowed from the Army. From the way the Bulletin framed it, it
sounded as if the Army didn't know how kind they had been, but one
of the Marshalls was a Captain in Signals....... most members had
A.P.0. addresses, but those who were in Wellington or could scrape
together petrol coupons to get here met monthly in a small room
in the Commercial Travellers Building for natter sessions.....
the then editor was imploring people to write for the bulletin....
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26th. Hutt Club, Half Day Trial, starting
Ngahauranga Gorge Service Station at 2 p.m.
Entry 2/6. Distance about 30 miles.
Prdy Hutt Club, Half Day Trial. Start
Maginitty Street 2 p.m. Course around
Lower Hutt.
1pladan CLUB NIGHT. Victoria League Rooms 8 p.m.
16th. NIGHT TRIAL., Details at Club Night, or
ring Bruce Cook or Russ Buckthought.
AUGUST 11th. CLUB NIGHT.
14th. SPORTING TRIAL. Organisers Tom Grant,
Arnold Stafford.
SEPT: 8th. CLUB NIGHT
18 th, DAY TRIAL.
15 Ehl CLUB NIGHT.
16th or 23rd., or 30th. GYMKHANA. Depending
upon the weather alternative dates will
be used.
10th. CLUB NIGHT.
2t PLIMMERTON HILL CLIMB
DEGS 722 LEVIN TRACK MEETING. This is tentative,
and depends upon the track opening date.
EB/MARCH. HOUGHTON BAY HILL CLIMB. This is dependent
upon the allocation of other dates for speed
events,
\CKNOWLEDGEMENTS,
We have to acknowledge receipt of Bulletins from
the Five Hundred Club, and the Nelson Car Club.

e o . ° . . ° e o ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ) e o

HOW FAST,

Recently in U.S. a car recorded 9/68 seconds for a
Standing Quarter. The timing was up to A.A.A. specifications.
The device was apparently an Ardun Mercury with four wheels attach-
edi This is an utterly fantastic achievement as the theoretical
possible is a fraction over nine seconds. It is hoped to give
more details in the next Bulletin. Another car did a fraction
over ten seconds at the same meeting.




Wiolls 240 No. 2.

VLY -V AUCUSTR 9558

CLUB CaPTATN J. McMILLAN Telephone 84.923
VICE CAPTATN H., HOLLIS 51.080

SECRET ARY .S.EVAN 56.782
TREASURER \. ROBE Ly . 070
;f”foa W. EASTERBROOK-SMITH 76.312
COMMITTEE: . BUCKTHOUGHT 7.B.C00K

. EVANS K. GARBUIT

R, PENNY 3. SCHNELLENBERG

A, STAFFORD C. VANDENDUNGEN,

These are the people whom you elected to run this Club for you.
They can do so only with your help and your assistance. IEE
you have any bright ideas, or are ready to do some work for
some event, these are the people to approach.
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The engines remained practically unchanged, chains benoEialEECdl
in place of the 5 timing gears which did admittedly become a bit
noisy after about 100,000 miles, It is a pity that the overdrive
box used on the '38 15 and the Four" was not developed further.
I do not know whether Victor Riley had anything to do with the post
war body design but in my opinion it is as far ahead of its contem-
pories as the Kestrel was in '36 and I know of no more desirable
car, under adbout £2500, than the 25. Admittedly it is a bit heavy

the coachbuilt body weaves more than it's pressed steel count-
arg, but it has that indcfinﬂble sompthln*" which is lacking
m all the moderns I have ried and the way it holds the rc
geesiroundNcUnEVesS NatiitS spccdo, maximum of 100 is altogether
P WFIQ“*, vill put 50 miles into the hour between Wellington
g" or non-observance of built-up

73
20 &
g
o

;
£

el s

%

and Auckland without any "dicing
when road conditions permit. It would have no
a1 whachcr to those who require "pamthergait" springing and
i3 ¢ aibidrongofspeediburiSttI it s my S opilmiient

'ﬂﬂd@?ﬂ St prody cediandMiNamis e Nt w1'7

EHiS . MySnexblesxperienceRaiiternithe
irooklands 9. This was in Ceylon in about
my life was my '30 Ulster Austin, Tkls was
e rtormerfontcorners bl LNmys ki ESbac R vessmistlic BLCO
by George Strachan who had driven (of all tﬂl
8 TT. was an education. It was
n round a long bend on dry tarmac in
(Fraelwordiildeate N hadnt tibecnsinvc nted tkep) in
e rubbertdi sz RromSthe N iront S trress Followed
several years in which the Ulster was able to hold
thienbests thatth e cticeent Nl G sFand S suchialce
Then on my next leave to England the Riley enthus
s difedSbySaSrinSovestthclilo gl SHB s ckasna i IR NHEND

6 cyl., driven by Leslie Has fthorn , Ltather of Milcel.

bought a P.type M.G. and as I was staying in Farnham had given it
to him to have the customary oil leak from the camshaft driwv
attended to. I would like to be able to say that Mike had sat in
the car gripping the wheel in his chubby fingers and maeking tear-
ing-calico noises, but I have no more than a faint recollection of
a small boy whizzing around and getting underfoot. I didn't even
think of booting him out of the way so as to be able to say in
later years "Yes, how well I remember booting his arse in the old
d a2y sl Pist v

b

The P. Type was duly teken back to Ceylon, after watching the

Rwleg—dvrlv =d E,R.A.s of Whitehead, Walker & Co. at Donnington in

'36, and was fitted with a Centric blower to enable it to cope with
the old Ulster Austin and suchlike. It performed adequately for
20,000 miles until one day a friend arrived in his Riley 12/6.
Thls started the Riley fever again and within a few weeks the IM.G.
had bee_ TIEEEIE0L e e Yo ﬁf litre Touring Szloon which had done
some 40,000 miles, This gave me another 30,000 with nil expense
on repairs and eventually followed me to N.Z. By c“c‘tlm iG

rived I had given it up for lost and bought a (Do 5 b
REsibeeln This again gave me excellent service for 20,000 or
again without expense. Meanwhile the old Touring Saloon had
arrived (similar to the Wellington model owned bV I.R.Maxwell
Stewart) and was eventually bought by Ernie ) He rebored

it, quite unnecessarily, at 90,000.

The Kestrel was eventually traded for a Fiat 508.c., 1100cc., and
s balgllofoeild, The bag of gold dida"t ltas long but the Fiat,
after a complete overhaul, gave wond:riul uprx ceER Tt handled
like the best of Continentals and would t our large bods and a
heavy trailer to Taupo at 4O m.p.h. avera z,i 40 m e INEEER
a couple of years thc body got very tirc; nd g 1t that mo tor
and trensmission would not stand my cruelty indefi was
sold. Its place was taken by a post war new |
business reasons. After 20,000 this car sl
stand up to puni swment in thb same way as S W .
same capacity. It therefore gave way /bg51hcsu be d“mn~d\ o
HH2 2~ Riley MJ!C} has now done 32,000, 16,C00 with o ,.ané shows 1o

o1 UI wealk o8 NS vieryRraish obLuJ@LLb to make mnd 1liE alw e
,J hing other then a Riley I would leave it unsaid!

-

The only Riley made from about '30 onwards of which I haye had
no personal experience is the V. By elsos ezl ‘ ”Autov1a”:
This was basically two 9 h.p. blocks on a crankcase and
fitted in a chassis with "Ad;lphi" 7is I believe one of
the main troubles was in the induction sy fm, a veritable sca ake-
charmers' nightmare. It was built at a time when ?he ?}ﬂ Riley
firm was about to pack up and it was hardly likely that Nuffields
would continue with it and iron out the bugs. fin any ieaseniit s
quite likely that Percy and Victor Riley would not have pr cee@ed
further with it as I believe that their more exuberant tbnqenﬂl?s
were usually restrained by their very remarkable insight into the

futures, I sincerely believe that they werec among the best and

b
rdl

O
S
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and most farsighted designers England has produced and the
fact that their firm failed is no discredit to them. It was their
mlsforuune that the world entere 1 an era when good workmanship,

good finish and long life w ing valuele

Secretary's Notes - continued.

Lebour Weekend Rally which starts on Friday 21st October.
interested may obtain their entry forms from me.

And now Riley has fallen into the maw

B.Y I / : dedthat their Cemp
r appears to perform adequately from the i £ vie i iLiGeE

ERPIIEE & i censes is now ten shil b
eration and meximum speed but steering gearchange kag: tl in July, heNpE 1

gone "rubbery" and roadholding at high
something to be desired. The 15 continues
with but W’pOiDtS conceded to the druné“ rub
enough 1 Tl o saiomSIitisid e Stol Warrant

7uartar - time befere seme pallid
cides

avallable R ROmET

: We should like to welcome = 1p]lov ng new members
that in the interests of productive econom Y ome -equal ly P
A it " = o L i g DM, .L:L;:ﬂ‘
atulent phrase, both cars must be fitted with a M.C. mot and
3 3
tiley will follow the once illustrious nameé of Vauxhall. 'ight Trial and of the
Fair makes you 'sick, doesnl't it (‘Tom? g in thi U Findinq Paua shells at

B

unless as 1is suspected

(=]
el ook e s stbourus Beach of them
SOME QUIET BLACKMATL, 12l

i1l not delivered the article b a g Lo o o T : i . hose who want entry forms
Bt Over a hundred other memb . i G e .1 post them out as soon as they come to
ed to write &pr ing i daie BulllEnnial, ) i el ' i =
andtaredSe Moy dredge up contribu
of people in th c_ub who have owned intere any Committee to have such oxcellent
moter cars, built their own, or had motoring experiences of W f i@ € 5 they organise. faicthCN et Ric sl avemheen!
they are prepared to talk ad nauseam whether their listeners are nomy Run - Nigl ¥ nal ays Hizie 'f This iS good
willincser mot. Tt is assumed that some of the peor i intai ‘ 7 scason's events.
Car Club are probably interested in things to do with motor cars,
write down those anecdotes and post them to the Editor
225, Lower Hutts The next Bulletin will be assembled

3
t weekend in October,

NEXT BVENT, HONEYPOT Day T SLPTEMB 18th

Organiser: Ray Drew,
start in 'hu morning and gu right
break for dinner at a country hotel.

Sl Kol cost of dinner 5/- - 7/6. Entries and
Mo, BVARD hands on or before September 15th (next

will be issued that night.
Would those members who are not receiving the Bi-Monthly

Bulletin, or Club Circulars, pleasc notify me by Phone (56.782)
or by writing to P.0.Box 5142, Wellington.
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WRITE FO BULLET IN
The Manawatu Car Club have sent us entry forms for their
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SIONS OF THE HALF-DAY TRIAL -

By a Practical and Biased Observer.

b_LB an d O‘_opr\v\"'
trusting i y in the sens

First impression W o a ert“" and the amount of
support

given by families & i members

=)
vertised, time-keepir g was reduced to a WIPLth,
destination and time of arrival given at the start of

i
1liglE)

which must
belone @i theNsStEEnE in tl dity, was the f indicatiﬁn

4 =1

matchbox dops
hould use a
nanabraﬁes being at a definite

shambles at Eastbourne, ,
This involved much coming and going, but plenty
st objects seecmed easy enough to find except
information "ft.lbs.". This proved to be
torsion wrench in the Grant garage. Although

from the height, length and weight of the dog at "
to the pressure in the Bastbourne rESEervoir. I

say that I think this was a bit ridiculous as
thing and should hardly be a Jjustifiable cause
in the test. (Organiser's note: Bach item in East-
bourne constituted a scperate test, failure in any one did not
sult in a faillure on all counts. The object of the ft.lbs.
gquestion was to endeavour to ensure that no one received a first-
class award, but this scheme was nearly undone as one competitor
got the correct answer although referring to the dog. MadisWilidck=
less individual, however, fell foul in the final testi. )

Section two took competitors up the eastern side of the Hutt
Valley, across the Silverstream bridge and over the Haywards Road.

1.

Some difficulty was experienced in following directions in the
earlier part of this section, but most muddled through eventually.
Although apparently about half the entry were able to decipher the
dilzectlonsiandSthiereicreihadnoRd Mt teull by,
Then came the mud section, which to my young and innocent way
B Ehinicine s seemed i ratheriponntie and unnecessary, and not q uitGe
he tnﬂag to put across the average family man and said family
ost took it 1in g 5, EvEa mEEiil aluhough three
e has not y stored the machine to its former
grouch! )
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RESULTS NIGHT TRIAL 16TH JULY.

—

Hollis-Honey
Porteous-Evans

Morgan-Snellenberg
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NIGHT TRTAL JULY | IN PASSING by LONGSTRCOKE,

It has subsided. Nausea has P&SSOd Blood and tyre The T.T.Sunbeam is no more. What a shocking thing to have
pressurss have fallen - we hop nce this event, but if any- 15(E) jofiNG  ALENHE) jEIEILIEE . g 2 chitiflenly e PellewE Wiy Tlacis Zied
onc has any ccmplaints gould they pleasc write thvﬂ.to me in barbarians who would wantonly destroy such a classic piece of engin-
er of Transport EEiEaE One of the Sunbeam team cars prepared for the Isle of Man
will produce as much 1 921, it was imported into this country by Dick Messenger
d twentics and raced with considerable success. itSwalsathen
: > ; . - I a eriod by Ken Hemus from whom Roy Cowan bought it.
But to get serious for a minute, we remind you that i S vehetL by Ken Her 2 e e v e
= ki - o = o erhauled 1t completely, restoring it as nearly as possible to
you lost three points for every u-nhuu late at a check, and ; My e 5
7 rigina ndition., Sh ortly before leaving for England, Roy
“l the meximum }Qlﬂt“ JOU coul& ; ;
> o Rob Shand of the Vintage Car Club in Christchurch
deal with some comp- ; -
el -l e I ared for i two or three years and then unfortunately sold
d had to we 1) . 5 Tl
. it to someone ir barbarous south. This person for someé reason
known to his own warped mind raised the compression ratio in this

Qc+1on as

were

! ks ; i ; " 3 - thirty four yﬂﬁf old master and not surprisingly, but nevertheless
O a +tame o 3 ‘natea o7 st ’ "N+ o sccond Je (S
@RS GHINE SN L : 2 il : SECO

4

U

1onger meant

a

rapicalliyShlewsup thie” engine; Not content with this ﬂWO*tlvhneos,
clais secret oz t V canibNalios sSRaatE m;ximum points : SiLE wj% then sawn in twg and used for urall?rs

i Siwy i S s motorc: are few anywhere and in New Zealand practlcally non

o t%ht FEpEORe hear of such indecent behaviour gives one a sick

TIJ.L, l"CSulto peak fo shemselves enda wWe C T“Ot j_l'ltC'[l’fL tO 1

S
U

that there are some stirrings of interest
and Vintage Cars to be seen again in our Club.

R A € one ha (o] y acquired an Edwardian Maudsley, of which it
: ! B P »““drﬁf?l“s 1 is h full description will be availasble for the next Bulletin,
takongael bHC R N CTIREL S e fbc?yyvﬂéi £ 4 % e muttering about a Fiat Model Oa These cars

Bt S are destroyed a large part of our motoring

oes with thcmo S venlknowsorenyScars or 1v; S on any

vy will be published in the Bulletin. You may
not have the time or Sburage for them but other members may.

° o o ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° O D ° °

and wish to

mellicue, an intermittent miss is not an

loney

°

E.J.0'Brien/D.G.Lawson : FOR RILEY chassis complete and in good mechanical order.

L angliey/T. W, Brow Twin Carbs (new) excellent tyres, best offer over £100.
o baigoye bt e oies Ansell Fowke Ltd. Bridge Street, Lower Hutt.




e CLUB CALENDAR

SHEITe D v CLUB NIGHT. Victoria League Rooms
1 DAY TRTAL See details in this issue
2t Hutt Club HILL CLIMB Wallaceville,

QELEBERNSitiaT CLUB NIGHT
”16t1’1, 23rd, or 30th. GYMRKHANA depending on the

weather,
Manawatu Club Labour Weekend RALLY,

CLUB NIGHT
PLIMMERTON HILL CLIMB
LEVIN TRACK MEETING, depending on
opening date of the track.

FEB/MARCH HOUGHTON BAY HILL CLIMB.
upon the allocation of other
speed events. The Associati dar will
be drawn ‘ after which
we shall know both the date and whether it
is again to be the Champion

o ° ° ° ° © ° o o ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° o o ° °

ANTQTT T AT T M
ANSELL FOWKE LTD.

ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
HAVE BEEN APPOINTED AS AGENTS FOR

LAGONDA LAGONDA LAGONDA

ASTON MARTIN

Aston Martin DB2 Salcon £2,500
Drophesd  £3,000

ANSELL FOWKE LTD. BRIDGE STREET
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