FEW ZEATLAND SPORTS CAR CLURB

BULLETTIN

EDITORI:

The Editorial for this issue is without a doubt the
shortest of any Bulletin. It is solely that the Editor wishes
to apologise for this Bulletin being some five or six weeks late
in appearing. Pressure of work and a transfer are the reasons.

The Editor, not yet having a reasonably settled
address would be pleased if contributions were forwarded care of
the Club Secretary.

SIMPLE SUMS
or
HOW QLICKLY CAN YOU GC UP PATXAKARIKI IW A 1OTOR CAR?

Archimedes is reputed to have offered to move the
world,specifying only that he be provided with a lever long
enough and a place to stand.

By comparison both my object and my tools of trade
are less ambitious but I hope to show that from any car's time
for a standing quarter mile, its time up Paekakariki can be cal-
culated with a reasonable degree of accuracy. As proof of this
a table is shown below, which compares times taken at the lovember
1948 sprint with the February 1049 Paskakarilki meeting. As a
"control™ car and driver I have taken Tugo Follis and his TC M.G.
on the assumption that Hugo extracts the utmost from his car and
that his car puts out the utmost of which it is capable. The
next step is to reduce all other quarter mile times to e
relationship with Hugo's time of 20.11 sec. The next ster is to
multiply Hugo's Paekak. time of 2 min. 44 sec. by this relation-
ship figure and we have the theoretical time which any car should
produce. The actual time is given alongside the theoretical
time and I have made some atterpt to explain the discrepanciss.
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Competitor Car Std. 4. Paekakariki Relation Fast or
10150 Act. Slow.
A4 2.44 Contnon!
.37.44 2.38. 1.26 slow
.57 2.5,

mlilpstcl eyl g .05 fast
225 So ke 8.35 slow
.50.56 2.52.

Follis : M.G. 20.11
Freeman Thompson 19.49
Z-Smith Alvis 21.86
Fowke _ Riley 23.48
Cottrell Austin 24.89
Cowan . Sunbeam 20.84
Clapperton

Kennedy Austin

W O N i3

1.1204.07 , slow

Hollis being the guinea pig we can ignore his line.
Freeman is 1.26 slow, which is easily explained by the fact
that this is the time for his first run and he admits lifting
his foot on several occasions. On his second run when a faster
time could be expected he unfortunately neglected to keep the
Thompson pointing up the Hill. Tasterbrook-Smith's actual time
is 4.1 sec. faster than it should have been which at first sight
points to some desperate work on the corners, but I think that
the true explanation lies in a relatively slow quarter mile time
due to difficulty in bringing engine and gearbox into harmonious
relationship through a cone clutch. Fowke is an immense help
to a theoretician. Cottrell is 8.35 seconds slow but Packak. is
a long way for an Austin 7 and maybe it was a little breathless.
Cowan is 2.39 sec. slow but the T.T.'beam is not the easiest of
machines to drive and out of respect to aged machinery Roy keeps
to a fairly rigid rev limit. It could reach its theoretical
time with comparative ease. he last case i1s somewhat complicated
by the fact that Clapperton drove at the quarter and Kennedy
at the climb. Kennedy was not really familiar with car at
Packak. and the drop of 4.07 is excusable.

In the standing quarter Hollis probably crossed the
line at around 65 m.p.h. and as this speed is near the maximum
reached at Packakariki, the acceleration to that figure is the
governing factor to performance on that hill. To show that
acceleration to higher figures has little influence I have
drawn up another table making the same comparison with standing
kkilo times which shows how the corners influence the faster
cars at Packakariki.

B

Relation Theoret. Actual Fast or Slow
Time Time. Time
Hollis M.G. 2.44 2 il Control
Watson Frazer
- Nash 2.53.83 3.00. 6.91

Easterbrook- ;

Smith Alvis 2552820 S50 il
Faulkner Special DUz, 232, 8.53
Cowan Sunbeam 5 s D2k 8.95
Freeman Special K Z SO ; 2.9
Cottrell Austin

Proctor Riley -

Competitor Car

Just to make it easy,multiply any~car's Standing
Quarter time by 8.15 and that is its theoretical time for

Packakariki.
— TEINSTEIIT"

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor,
NA7ZE SECIC SBuilila e

Dear Sir,
Prior to the war, Prince Chula of Thailand used

to write periodically to the "Autocar ", stating tihatadisNeonTs Iy
B.Bira had won one race out of 2.389(starts and similar accurate

foolishness.

May I comment therefore, on the highly misleading
report of the night trial in the last issue of the "Bulletin”
which stated that I had lost 13 points per mile of trial. Actually
I lost 13.48 points per mile and in fairness tc the manufacturers
of my car I feel this error should be corrected. Dampit sir,
my reputation as a trials driver has been deliberately impugned.

I am etc.,

&. Easterbrecck-Smith.
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From a study of 1949 model cars the most apparent advance-

the engine.

Here the trend has been to increase compression ratios
in order to effect economies in fuel ‘consumption, both mechan-
ical, i.e.by an increase in the thermal efficiency of the
engine, and petrol consumption, this latter being the most
apparent to the driver.

In the American field, General lotors has taken the lezd
in this direction, which is natural, since for many years its
director of research, Charles F. Kettering has been investigat-
ing the advantages to be gained from high compression engines,
Tests with laboratory engines have shown that a V8 engine with
a 12:1 compression ratio gives a 40% increase in mileage over
a similar engine with the conventional 6. § : 1 ratio. It is
iInteresting at this stage to pause and compare the figures of
an earlier era. In 1923 the Cadillac V.63 model had a
compression ratio of H.1:1, Cldsmobile had two models, the 43A
with a ratio of 3.5:1, and the 47 with a ratio of Au2Bslo Thie
Buick 4's and 6's ran with a ratio of 3.48:1.

Of course, ‘the higher the compression ratio the higher
the octane number of the fuel required. Until recently the
petroleun industry has always been in a position to manufacture
fuel with octane numbers higher than those required by engine
manufacturers,

The Octane Number is probably the most maligned unit
of measurement in the world. It is purely a unit of measure-
ment, like feet, pound or gallon. Instead of measuring weight
or volume it measures anti-knock gquality. The name Octane is
derived from iso-octane an/extract of petroleun. This liquid
although it is far too expensive for commercial userSlenecles
very little in petrol engines. AnotHer product "norma1~
heptane", which is distilled from the sap of the Jeffery pine,
knocks very badly. Varying degrees of anti-knock quality can
be obtainsd by mixing the two in different proportions.

The petrol is matched with these various octanc-heptane

B

The percentage of octane in the mixture gives the octane rating
of the petrol. Adding ethyl fluid to petrol raises its octane
rating still higher.

Now the American industry has developed engines
wlth compression ratios of 10 and 12; 1, and the petrol industry
because of material shortages has a dlfilcult task in facing the
problem of manufacturing the 100 Octane fuels used by thessa
engines in the quantities desired. As a result they are sngaged
in a five billion dollar programme’ to extend its facilitier to
meet the demand for the present grades of fucl. Perhaps by 1952
it will De in a position to produce one gallon of 100 octane fuel
for every four of ordinary fuel, but the question is will
it cope with the growing demand

The highest compression car engine 6n the American
market today is the 7.5:1 Cadillac. This ratio can be increased
to 10; 1 whenever fuel is available by changing the head. This
is a V8 engine developing 160 b.h. p. and showing a 15 to 20% fuel
saving over the 1948 model. '

An entirely new engine based on the Kettering
experinental engine is being used by Oldsmobile in its series "g88"
and "99" lodels. This is a V type 8 cylinder engine with over—
head valves actuated by hydraulic tappets. Knovn as the "Rocket"
engine 1t currently has a compression ratio of 7.25:1 but with
minor mechanics this can be increased to 12:1 as soon as higher
octane fuels are available. The M"Rocket" develops 135 b,h.p. and
its thermal efficiency is rated at 267%. Oldsmobile claim that
special attention has been glve to freeing the motor from
vibration.

In spite of the austerity conditions prevailing in
England, the car manufacturers there are also increasing the
compression ratios of the stock model cars. This is probably one
of the reasons why the smaller English cars are popular in America,
the Americans being able tc purchase a higher Octane fuel :re thus
able to meke fuller use of the potential performance of the

Engines.

At Barl's Court in 1948 the following cars were

shown with a compression ration of 7:1 or higher.

coiidinations until one is found which gives the identical knock

et




s

Heowewery, | dorngt, rush aff ‘and plans L/25M off your
Aston Martin cylinder head to increase perfnrmance, because before the com-
Austin A90 ; pression ratins of these engines were increased an arny of
Daimler Sports : metallurgists and pny5101sts studied the prablem, and your car
Trezer Nash Tourer ) is not built to run on duval ratios.
HNRNGS ”15OC”
Jaguar l“ s linasley
Jowett Javellr
Lea Francis Sports
Morgan RUKNS TO REMEMBER
Al Singer SM

fentioning that Agerlcans can purchase higher Cct A dS iariel vas RItpl e dhs 2kt homnias, Lge il
yard behind the pub at Paekalarilki lay the swnecial buried in

fuel, a recent petrol quality survey indicates that the oy

average premium grade petrel in the United States has a 11Setace. | - Angeher eichiy pilos to. the Horth lay Feilding where
research octane rating of 87 compared with the regular grade it was tﬁ‘be 1nYe°tlﬂated and set upnn. Tha link between the
average of 81.3. Highest rating petrol is sold in the twn places lay in Rndger Harding, e Steel tow ropdw and a De Saton
Rastern states where the premium average is 89.1 and the of about 1930 vintage

regular 84. 4 In the middle west the average is 88 on
premium and 80 on regular. lowest ratings were found in the
Western mountains region where the district premium petrol
tested at 85.3 octane and the regular at 78.6.

I I e e e

Armstrong — Siddeley
Austin A40
Briisitoi2Nintt e

Frazer Nash High Speed.
H. . G, 1110CH

Invicta

Jaguar 2% litre

Lea Francis

M.G.TC T
Rover s
Wolseley

ee sa oe 0e 0o aa e
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Complicating factors lay in club members, Jim C'Cal‘op—
han, Ian MacDuff and the Editnr's wifs. A further complication )
affecting the issue was thet persnns unknowvn had left kittens in
John i‘cliillan's Delage in Auclzland scme twelve months before.

Engine efficiency may be raised by means other than
raising the compression ratio. An interesting step in this
direction is the air conoled engine that is making its reappear—
ance in U,S.Army vehicles. Developed by Gensral Motors
this engine with a 6.5:1 compression ratio is claimed to be
more efficient than the 12:1 Kettering engine.. However its
cost precludes its general use in cars. However automatic
transmissions, overdrives, and supercharging are all being
used as means of improving car mileage.

The relationship of the first three couplicati~ns wes
simple, they were all coning to Feilding — the coune, let it be
sald was equipped with what its makers nn doubt tc*wed a rumble
seat. The main rumble on this model was that of nassengers whn
found that the seat was devnid of covering and hat they nust sit
upon the bare- and rather rusty springs. The fcliillan cat entered
the picture at the Standing quarter mile some three months :
previously. One of the criginal kittens had produced pr-geny,
and tiae licMillans, seizing the Editnr's wife in a wzak mnrent Lt

small cel@bratidn afterwards had. extracted a nromise t2 care for
nd ch rish one of the progen T~ make doubly certain the
zitten was left at Geoff's place so that no possible excuse could
¢ made far backing out.

A suggestion which has been put forward is that of
using two fuel tanks, fuel lines and carburettors. For high
speeds and rapid acceleration the high octane tank would be
used and for ordinary work the regular grade petrol would

come into use.
So at approximately 133C hours five bodies

“oEnevrpang sonfigirppE on il ) DB gRnivrs Rl e el eanounts of luggage and the cat were forced into the
a distinct resemblance tn emjbtilﬁc

cost of 10U Octane fuel is approximately 7-105 higher than 2 &

the regular grade. Hovever the increased nileage and or Paelalrerild, At Feekelzarizi the special
perforrnance that it would give in a mndern sngine would more “L steel rope coupled with something that Reige had
than corpensate for the difference. :




obvisusly snaffled from the monring lines of an overseas liner,
and the cortege departed amid the ironic cheers of the
inevitable small children.

It then started to rain. At the best of times the ' £
special does not give an arrnchair ride and is more remarkable ‘J
for the stark simplicity of its body than for cosiness of i’
itis coclepit. By the time Otaki was reached there was not

e. dry spot left on the driver, the wettest part undoubtedly

being the rear, as the aluminiunm bucket seat proved that the
adjectival adjunct was not just a matter of form - it really

held water. Goggles nisted up every few minutes with the

spray from the De Soto and the special's front wheels. All

very uncomfortable. About here the De Soto's occupants

played musical chairs and Ian t-ok asver the wheel, the driver

of the special sticking to his place, for as he pcinted out,

he was one of the umnemeble fonls responsible for the

unmothered creation so that it wasn't really fair to ask

anyone else tn suffer snaking purgatory.

Foxton was reached slightly after five and a stop was
made to laok for feod. A11 that could be found was checeo-
late and a noisome coanfection kmown as popenrn. Sone of
this was forced between the chattering teeth of the driver
and the procession mhved on. The stege to Sanson was en-
livened by some of the local peasantry attempting to dash
between the tower and towee when proaceeding at a reasonable
rate of speed. The towee was by this time of such morbid
and jaundiced outlook that he felt sarry that he had missed
then. At Sanson, it being now darlz, a stop was made to tie
a torch on to the back of the special and the grim battle
was re—engeged. Just out of Feilding a patch of road under
repair turned out to be very much one way. The speciaills
conductar in attempting to cope with mud in his eyes, rain,
blackness and a sudden halt ran over the tow rope. This
contretemnps sorted out the gnal was attained at about
quarter to eigh

Une hundred and ten niles in six and a quarter hours.
Runs tr remember ? W, Sar, - e NG !

9.

JOHNSONVILLE HILL CLIMB - September 10th.

The first speed event of the season was held nn an
entirely new course — and more important still, for the first time
in club histary on a private road. The marshells found a pleasant
relief in not having tn cope with would be rnad users and gendarm-
erie as well as competitors and spectators. The course is about
six hundred and fifty yards long. It begins with a hundred yards
plunge into a gully followed with a steep slope with a rignt angle
corner about half way up. The starting plunge resulted in astron-—
omical revs in second, in some cars valve bounce setting in in
motors who had never even .been introduced to the theought of it
befare.

Fastest time went ta Alan Freeman in the Thompson
Special. Everynone*was vastly pleased at this as Alan's luck has
been proverbial in the Club. Only 3/5 sec. behind Mim was Huge
Hollis airing the M.G. for the first time with its new Nordec
blower. Stmng objection was registered to pump fuel and he wnuld
have been faster if he had been able to obtain higher quality
spirit. Bob Gibbons effort in his epparently standard Sunbeam
Talbot was really excellent. His time of 3%2.4 was the result of
plain driving gbility, and is a remarkable effort for a nnrmal
touring type car. Roy Cowan's Rover was hampered by a badly
slipping clutch =and John lacilillen seemed t~ find the banks very
near to the bulky D3 Delage. Bill Cope had a repetition 7f the
fuel trouble which his V8 Ford has exhibited at three or four other

events. The cer which everyone loocked at however was Bob Bagnall's
Ford V8 engined Citrnen chassised special. Divided front axle a
la Allard is fitted. Beb won the Novices award with this creation.

This caused snme eyebrow raising, dbut far all Bab's
long association with moter sport, and in particular with motor
cycle racing the fact remains this is the first four wheel:zd speeq
event in which he has corpeted. Austins were represented by
Jack Kennedy whose car now has a particularly neat single seater
body, and Cottrell seniar whnse body was nnt present although
the tubular frame on which it is to be hung was. Unfortunatelyr
the tubes became slightly pushed around during an argument with
the benk on his last run. BErrnl Ansell as usual was driving a
RPiley rapidly with the maxinum of efficiency and the minimum of
fuss.




The six fastest were:—
Freeman, Thompson Special : As far as the quar$er mile times are concerned the 15CC,

aiBolida 1M, G. TC4 (s) 300, Unlimited and Vintage class times should go by the board
.Gidbons, 2 litre Sunbeam-Talbot this time. Hugo Follis with the blowm M.G. will I imagine De
.Bagnall, Citroen-Ford Vd, a very disappointed man if he can't Dbetter 20 sec. It «dis.not
knowvn yet whether Hec. Green will have the Wolseley up from

south but he has done over 2 sec better than his last Wellington
time. In the unlimited class, Alan Freeman and Zwen Faulkner

. have both bettered the existing time elsewhere, while Fordy
General Notes. Farland's Buick &ngined Singer chassised car should also give an
account of itself. It is noct known whether Roy Cowan's monstrous
specialised straight 8 Sunbeam will be appearing or not:. Either
it or the Zasterbrook-Smith Sunbeam should be capable of bettering
the existing vintage figure. '

o OVD O

The Standing quarter mile sprint at the end of January, and
the annual Paekakariki Hill Climb two weekends later are the
matters of most interest to 11.Z.S.C.C. members in the near
future. For comparisons the fastest times in each class

for these events in the past are as follows.
The general feeling about Paekakariki is, not will anyone

Standing Quarter Mile. better 2.30 for the hill, but how many will do so. “=~Ron Roy-
850 cc. Class. . | croft's record was made on the old longer course and he is said
D.S.Drewery, J.2.M.G. 21, S8 sec iin 1940 to be bringing the same car, now fitted with hydraulic brakes.
}100 cc Class. : Hugo Hollis is also a possible for under the two and a half while
H.Logan, Singer 20.4 sec in 1947. Ewen Faulkner was very close to it last year. The 3 litre class
150C ce. Class. : figures should come down too. An interesting entrant here will
O.Hawkins, Frazer-lash, 20.0 sec. in 1946. probably be Clinkard's Ansaldo engined, tubular chassised car.
3000 cc. Class ' This car which is reported to weigh in the vicinity of 12 cwt.
H.Green, Wolseley, YOS e cistin 1948. is reported to be near completion, and from photographs appears
Unlimited Cless. ' s most likely looking mechine. Perhaps too this year the
F.Sharman, Railton. 19.17. sec in 1948(Also ; Fasterbrook—Smith Sunbeam will reach the top of the hill. it s
fastest time to date in X.Z.S.C.C. Standing quarter.) not known if ‘the Hemus Bugatti will be appearing, hut i stadioes'
Vintage Class. it will add interest not only in this class alene. :

W B

/.Basterbrook—Smith, Sunbean, 20, 12 gee am 1948.

It is unfortunate that we were not allowed to hold the
EégKJV"IKI BIL LI gquarter mile at -the usual time, although the most co-operative
BoNcue . cloes, attitude of the Petone Borough Council has been very pleasant.
R.Roycroft, Austin 7 (s) 2 min. 44.45 sec in 1949. However the closeness of the two events may bring in more outside

1!

[
1100 cc. Class cars as drivers will be tempted to leave cars here for the short

H.Proctor, Riley-Bugatti, rendd. ! P . 4 time between events. The fact that the Canterbury race is only
17CC cc Class : a fortnight after Paeckakariki may keep some of the Southern

S 7 M @ ilaon .. / ; ' .
A.S.Farland, M.G.lagnette, 242.57 . 1t £9 . : contingent from travelling, although some of them may be terpted

~
-

~

r\ . c S : . . .
;JCCC Uldis ‘ to nip up and see just how their motors really are golng.
.R.Cowan, Sunbeam. : =

}1m1tea Ghasy The season's events are really nunerous for anyone who
L Rogeroft, s Hords 5. Mid Sk 1 kel wants to compete in most of them. After the Canterbury
race there is Ohszkea and the .Z.Crand Prix, the N.Z.sprint
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championship in Hastings and then in April the third of the
Waikanae 50's. Its amazing how the events come round. This.
will be the fifth annual Paekakariki, the Fourth annual spring
and the third Waikanae. Come to that, the Club is now enter-
ing its ninth year of life, end yet it doesn't seem that long
ago. Another year and it will be in double figures. Double
the time and some of us will be boring newly joined members
with natter of the first Club Hill climb at Judgeford way baclk
aliay Wbl What a horrid thought - the boring younger members
I mean, not Judgeford, ‘it was just plain frightening, although
a lot of fun. In the last eight years membership has risen
from the original seven to the present figure of over one

hundred and sixty.
The Children's Christmas Party was held at Maori

Bank on December 17th. This is a new event for the N.Z,S.C.C.

but one which will be retained. About forty were present for
a most enjoyable social do. Morrie Proctor arrived with his
usual fuel, and played Father Xmas by allowing practically
every one present to drive the Riley. The yourigsters were
filled very full with soft drinks, ice cream, and a respect
for sports machinery. ‘

Hugo Hollis, Alan Freeman, and Roy Cowan went down
to Nelson from Wellington, Bob Shand, Sybil Lupp, from
Christchurch and Dunedin being other Club Members competing
at the Nelson Clubs two day New Year Meeting. According to
the local Nelson paper a novice driver from Wellington did
very well for himself in his supercharged M.G. and a Mr.
Cowman was driving a T.T.Sunbeam. Well, well. I wonder
how that novice will drive when he has really learn't what
it is all about. From all accounts the meeting was a most
enjoyable affair with really exciting racing. Sybil Lupps
TC }M.G. is running on 9:1 compression ratioc plus 10 1bs.
boost. That is really packing it into a small motor. Fuel
used for racing was an G0/20 mixture of ethanol and 100
octans. Hugo Hollis reports that driving it after his car
is like stepping from a standard car into his owm. Astro—
nomical revs are reported. Hugo incidentally will be in
Sybil's pit at Wigranm. The two blown M.G.'s were apparently
the fastest things on the track. Club Member Ian MacDuffs
Riley engined Ford T rear ended, Triumph Seven chassised
Special dropped a valve in practice and was not really tried
out. Alan Freeman had his usual luck This time a radiator

1L

connection went and the car finished the rece with the motor
solid and the cylinder heads starting to lnok very peculiar
indeed. Roy Cowan is reported to have cracked the chassis on
the 'beam. Apparently all the local gareges turned on very
willing co—operetion over the weekend repairing 211 the ills of
the Saturday's racing, ready for further brutality on the Monday.

Hardly less enjoyable than the racing it seems were the
festivities in between and after they were over. Eeculiifaniand!
varied are the positions and conditions which were arrived at.
If as the Nelson Club hope, this becomes an annual event, Nelson
for New Year will become quite a slogan for the future.

The refusal of affiliation to the Competitors Cer Club
(Auckland) by the A.N.Z.C.C. seems a little hard to understand.
This club which has a limited membership, is confined to types
who are active — 211 very keen. Surely it is a domestic matter
of the Club if they choose to 1limit their membership, and nothing
to do with the A.N.Z.C.C. That there are already twn clubs in
Auckland does not affect the issue. Auckland is a big town and
there is room for at least three clubs to cater for people of
differing types, temperaments, and inclinations. Let us hope
that some solution may be found by which twenty of the keenest
drivers in Auckland may continue to function as a group without
transgressing regulations.

There is an elarming tendency at the moment in certain
quarters to build up a mass of machinery and red tape which if
not checked could easily seriously interfere with the pl:asant
running of motor sport in this country. It is a tendency in
many young organisations te overorganise and clog the works with
machinery. A particular absurdity at the moment is the competit-
ion license position. One buys a competition license. Thi's
enables one satisfactorily to play snakes and ladders, chess,
tossing the pot, and lots of other interesting and no doubt excit-
ing pastimes. It does not however allow the licensee t) drive a
motor car in oven competition: Ch dear no ! If you are
interested in trials you send in a further subscription and if
you are considered a suitable person you may have your license
endorsed for this- purpose. But along comes a hill climb or
sprint. What then? Sorry ckum, you can't drive in it.

At least not until you have sent in a further subscription and if
vou are considered a fit and worthy person your license m:ty be
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endorsed for that purpose. Breathing freely at last ?
Like hell you are ! Circuit racing demands a repetition of
the performance. The awkward point is of course who is -
doing all the deciding about whether a man is a fit person :
for the endorsement. What standards are they using and
what are their qualifications as judges in any case. X

The position is unfortunately becoming reflected in
the regulations being put out by certain clubs. The most
recent regulation for the Wigram do states that a doctor's
certificate is required. What a pity Tazio Nuvolari would
be a certainty to be debarred from driving in the Canterbury
road race. No doubt next year intending competitors will
be required to sign a form swearing that they are of pure
Aryan decent for seventeen generations. The matter of
compulsory white overalls is another matter. Personally
I don't like white overalls and nothing will ever persuade
me into them. Fpor circus turns such as midget racing they
undoubtedly add to the staging being as much a part of the
show as a chorus girl's G—string, but when it comes to race
organisers ‘trying to tell people what they shall wear I feel
it is time someone told them that-their job is organising
and controlling motor spert, not & fashion parade. In the
regs for the Ohakea do, the sports car race has apparently
become muddled in the organisers' minds with a gymkhana, at
least so it would seen. The cars start with their hoods
erected and the drivers dash across, furl their honds lash
them into position, and then take off. Why not make thenm
carry mechanics and meke it a three legged race? It has
Just as much to do with sports car racing. Admittedly about
querter of a century ago they used to do a variation of
this stupid thing at a place called Le Mans, but as the
organisers grew up and got more experience they learned more
sense. By the way can anyone see any point in banning
tonneau-covers. Have New Zealanders found some hidden
viciousness in them that European and English orgenisers have
‘overlooked all these years ? I wonder if the handicap
will make allowance for differing types of hcods 7?7
Incidentally as it is a handicap affair what is the point
in banning supercharged spcrts cars. Have the handicappers
lost their slide rules and log tables, or is it that they
Jjust don't hold with such new fangled ideas? The regulat-
ions of any given event should be ccnfined to defining the

nature of the event, and what standards of safe engineering are
demanded, in what way the event will be conducted, and excursionas
into regulaticns for the sake of meking regulations should be
severely discouraged, whether originating from the A,77.Z.C C.,

a club organising a major-event, or the regs for a-lncal twenty
mile Saturday afternoon social trial. The position is rapidly
becoming absurd and it behoves all active drivers to pounce on
each and every absurdity and worry at it until it 1s emended.

e’ e

About the most interesting car under way in "ellington
at the moment is the works special being created under the
guidance of John Macllillen at Jackson Engineering. A Ford V8
motor is used with special heads camshaft and other bits, seated
in another chassis. Transverse springing at the front and
quarter elliptic at the rear are intended tn look™fter road
holding. The treansmission is geared up to the low ratio rear
axdlie® The figure of nine thousand revs and the rumour I heard
for the trensmission end of things. It is further suggested
that the car may be considered as a prototype, replicas to sell
in the vicinity of seven hundred and fifty pounds. Yew
Zealand's first preduction car 7

New Zealand's first XK 120 Jaguar .is due to arrive in
Christchurch in February. Of course it wouldn't be eligible
to run in the Road Race unless they stripped it of wings and
touring accessoaries. Being abnut 20 m.p.h.faster than any of
the cars that will be running there seems a certain wry hunour
somewhere, or have I the wrong word for it .....7

Ken Hemus is reported to have the Bugatti in pieces,
the job being under the care of Dick lessenger who it is
reported will be in charge of the Hemus pit in the CGrand Prix
at Ohakea. Fordy Farlend's buick engined special nnw has a
very nice professional body. Fordy hasn't got used to the
feeling or lack of feeling in the i.f.s.yet. Afber alilSone
can't drive a lMagnette all these years without getting used to
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the idea that it is nice to know jusﬁ where your wheels arec
and what they are doing. Ewen Faulkner suffered g complete
blowup of the liorris — Ford V8 special after the last Saddle
Road hill climb (F! T! D! Hugo Follis by the way).

Apparently the speed was in the high eighties when things

let go. The two cylinder heads can be used again, dbut not
much else lonked any use to me. Roy Cowan's large Sunbeam
having had no less than three foot six removed from the wheel—
base is about to be launched any day now in its new form,

A monstrous fine motor car egad, to go all Regency.

One finel apology to end the Bulletin.
It has been delayed another fortnight by being lost while
in transit with the Editors effects. Very, very, sorry.
Will anyone please write for the Bulletin. At the moment
the stock pile is reduced to one article, and thet is only
promised, not in the Zditors hands.

STANDING QUARTER MILE ETONE LSPLANADE -~ JANUARY 28th.

PAFKAKARIKI HILL CLIMB - PAEKARARIKI THBRUARY 11th!

See you there.







My /F5O

NEW ZEALAND SPORTS CAR CLUB (INC))

i jwta 2 M
1% 4 BULLETIN




NEW ZEALAND SPORTS CAR CLUB (INC.)

BULLETIN

Volume b No.2.

The comment in the general notes of our last issue
regarding the growth of unnecessary complication and red tape
in connection with motor sport seems to have struck a
sympathetic note in many quarters. Several letters agreeing
with the attitude taken in the notes have been received, but
not one expressing a contrary opinion. This is rare as any
editor will tell you, for usually opposition becomes rapidly
vocal while agreement is usually tacit. In addition to the
letters many have expressed their verbal agreement. However
it is all very well agreeing that some series of acts are
stupid or bad, dbut that is worthless if no action is taken.

The first obvious action is to make stre that our
own club does not perpetrate any of the actions we consider
undesirable in others. The second is to bring into the open,
those things which we consider inhibit the pleasant running
of motor Sport. Above all, as a member club of the Associat-
ion of N.Z.Car Clubs, we must press for the removal of
obstructive red tape, and ensure that as was originally
intended, the Association shall be the servant and not the

master of the Clubs.

As an ordinary Club Member what should this mean to
you. Qur Committee is your servant, as the Association
should be that of the Clubs, and similarly it is for you to
instruct the Committee through meetings of the Club, what
remits you feel should be brought before the Association
Conference to further the healthy growth of motor sport.

It is no use grousing. In the long run the
efficient working of the whole superstructure depends upcn
the ordinary Clubman playing his part.




FOURTH AUNUAL STANDING QUARTER MILE
PETCNE ESPLANADE,

The fourth of our series of Standing Quarter mile acceler-
ation tests was remarkatle for the fact that every one of the
existing class records was broken. The weather conditions were
fine with a gusty wind blowing onto the course at about a sixty
degree angle. from the rear. While this was probably of some
help, it also caused some of the lighter cars to swerve a little
as gusts came from gaps in the shelter towards the end of the
quarter mile.

Practice runs in the morning showed that records were
likely to fall. There was a momentary excitement as the time
keepers misread the watch on Hugo Hollis's practice run and
announced a time of under seventeen seconds, the correction
taking some longer time to pass around than the original error.
Faulkner moved up the course in 17.4 sec., a time which he was
not o segual an: official truns: Farl Fisher was mystified by
his Buick, which is running on a compression ratio of over 8:1
and using alcohol injection into the fuel, taking over the 20
second mark until he discovered that it had been running as a
six cylinder,two of the plug leads having been mixed up. The
Easterbrook—Smith brothers Sunbeam appeared, now graced with a
tail pipe instead of stub exhausts, but still noisy enough to
make a small child burst into tears as it took off. '(The Editor

futes any suggestion that it was the sight and not the sound
hat mad the child cry). Roy Cowan was having difficulty
starting the T.T.Sunbeam, the difficulties eventually being
traced to a defective magneto. Jack Cottrell's heautifully
bodied Ford 10 Special attracted many admiring glances. Late
arrivals were Bert Cresswell in a Chrysler Airflow substitutin
for his Ford V8 Special which he had been unable to prepare in
time. Fordy Farland with his Singer-Buick making i
Wellington appearance, and, need we print 5t el
the Riley—Bugatti Mideet. :

Lunch gone, the Public address system, and the timing gear
both going satisfactorily, the marshalls aided by our excellent
friends the Transport Department, and by the Police, herded the
spectateors into positions where their crowd death wish had little
cpportunity for fulfilling itself and the serious business of
the day began. Jack Kennedy in his neat single seater Austin

lorrie Proctor with

%
was slightly faster than his practice run, returning 22.15 -
only .19 outside the club record. Buckletons J2 M. G.
buzzed up the course in 23.5H his times remaining very consist—
ent throughout the day, while O.B.Cottrell's Austin now with
the tubes straightened from the bumps received at the Johnson-
ville hill climb, and a body applied moved along the course
sha 2l SEE The 1100 cc Class brought with it Manthell in
a Singer 9 tourer which returned a wvaliant 25.8 and 25.9
and of course the Proctor Riley-Bugatti. Morriel's first run
neatly removed l/lOth sec. from Halsey Logan's 1947 record of
20.4, but unfortunately while being trundled around off the
course at the end of the run the sump encountered something
hard and the o0il ran out of its rightful place, so that was
that for the day. The 1500 cc. class was as expected a
picnic for Hugo Hollis and the Blown T.T.C. the combination
eventually reducing Ossie Hawkins long established record by
1. 75! sec terilf; 25 see: Of the remainder Jack Cottrel whose
Ford 1C engined special only just crawls into the class was
fastest with a run of 23.35 — slightly slower than his
practice run. Cf the two Austin A4O's Abernethey, running
with an open tail pipe was slightly faster than Frazer Brown.
Fleet's M.G.Magna did not seem very happy about things and
could not crawl under 26.1 sec. The three litre class
resolved itself into a struggle between the owners of the Sub
Sunbeam Special each of whom took two runs only. Eventually
Geoff was .05 faster than Toby, both drivers breaking the
record established by Hec Green last year. Jock lcintosh
was amazingly consistent in his Standard Vanguard with only
.05 difference in times between his three runs. Roy Cowan's
nighty warrior was still a little tired of its magnetoes with
resulting slow times.

The Unlimited Class provided an interesting array of
eight very varied motor vehicles. As was obvious Ewen
Faulkner with his Morris -V8 was an easy winncr. Inhiis
practice run he returned 17.5 sec. but his first jeffieial) run
was slightly slower 17.7. Harl Fisher's Buick on its first
run with the plug wires unknitted did a very quiet 19.3
Alan Freeman with the Thompson returned 19.65 which with all
touring equipment in place was not to be sneezed at, Fordy
Farland seemed slow off the mark, but explained later that
his back axle was not yet quite as it should be and as it
was a hundred miles home to Palmerston North it wasn't being
asked to do too much, so his runs of 21.45 and 21.1 should be
treated as tentative indications of performance only.

Mrs. McMillan driving the
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D3 Delage which cannct be considered as a sprint car bowled it et i Gy,
along for a first run of 27.1 sec — considerably slower than her Hollis TC M.G. (s) B 48,70, 18.25.
practice: mun. Andrews Morris 25 Station Wagon cannot be a light J.H.Cottrell. Ford Special 23.75, 23.85.
car and makes no concessions to the wind so his times of 2% L Abernethey Austin  A40. 24.65. 24.80. 24.75.
22.9 and 22.95 are most creditable. Bert Cresswell's substitute zeT—Brown . Austin AAC 2, 25.95.
car created mild surprise by returning similar performance figures. eet . M.G.Magna 6.85.
Bert being among the surprised. Dick Tolley interested the
crowd by appearing on the line with the Ford 49er and swished 3000 cc Class
along in 21 sec. s L ey

This account seems to have become rather tangled so we G. Dasterbrook-Smith Sunbeam Spl.
had better retrace and examine those whose second runs we haven't W. Zasterbrook-Smith Sunbeam Spl.
commented on. In the 85C cc Class Jack Kennedy grew more and i J. Mackintosh Standard Vanguard.
more serious and on his third run broke Drewery's old record by R. Cowan. Sunbeam T.T,
returning 21.6 sec. which for an unblown 50 cercart st rather
amazing. The Editors second run was complicated by a little Unlimited Class.
ham fistedness resulting in the gears being used in the following
orderiilsita 2nds 1st,3rd, .top with resulting slow time. Earl
Fisher managed 19.1 on his second run, Billy McMillan whittled
the Delage down to 25.15 which was still .C5 slower than her ollew Ford V3 \ G800y w127 130
Practice s riin, Dick Tolley managed to urge the Ford V8 to 20.8 .Fariand. Buiclk-Singer ’
and then of course there was Ewen Faulkner. Ewen looked more L. Andreys Morris 25; .40, i 281G
and more determined (so did most drivers but with Ewen it looks '
even more so) and turned in a second run of 17.7 was mistimed on
what appeared to be a very fast third run and after a little
messing about had a timed third run which returned 18.4. Its 7
getting quite a habit with Ewen to go faster in practice — maybe
he had better give up practicing.
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astest Time of Day and new Club Record;- Ewen Faulkner.
Morris-Ford V8, 17.70 sec.
Fastest Vintage Car:— G.Easterbrook-Smith, Sunbeam, 1

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . .

Detailed results are as follows:—

The Club's thanks is due to the Petone Borough Council, for
lending us the road; the Transport Department for their as
ever willing and most friendly assistance during the day:
Trevor Wickham as chief Marshall and all those who assisted
him in making the event such an enjoyable one; those forces
who control the weather for allowing us to have a quarter
110 e e mile without it raining.

850 cc Class.

J.M.Kennedy Austin Special
D.Buckleton. J.2. M.G.
ORBSCatLrclte Austin.

M. Prector.” | Riley-Bugatti.
R. Manthell, Singer. REMEMBER THE CLUB'S ANNUAL PRIZE GIVING will be
held in the Victoria League Rooms, D.I.C.Building
Wellington, on Thursday April 13th. 1950.




FTH ANNUAL PAEKAKARIKI HILL CLIMB.

Conditions at Paekakariki were easily the worst we have
had so far for any climb. While it was not raining, it is a moot
point whether it might not have been happier if the climb had been
held in a pouring storm. Mist- was the trouble, and none of your
whisps of vapour stuff about it. Rotten, thick, white mist.

So thick was it that spectators at the top of the hill saw nothing
of the cars vntil they crashed into the Cutting bend with a roar.
For a change they didn't even hear them until then such was the
dampening effect of the fog. A1l the more meritorious therefore
are the performances of Ron Roycroft and Hugo Follis in recording
times under two and a half minutes for the hill.

The entry list was a little on the small side, perhaps
owing to the nearness of the Wigram race. Of the non-starters
among the entrants, Proctor was busy preparing his car for Wigram
and Ewen Faulkner had rolled over a Chevrolet truck during the
week, suffering minor injuries sufficient to prevent him driving.
A violent storm lashed the centre of the island the previous night
and there were nearly additional non-starters as it toock Ron
Roycrefts equipe 22 hours to come from Auckland while so foul was
the weather at Palmerston that Fordy Farland presumptuously
supposed Wellington would be worse, and nearly didn't come

However despite the poor quality weather the hill record
was beaten twice and three class records were established.

First Car up the hill on the official runs was the Roycroft ¥

Austin. A good omen thought those at the bottom of the hill
when they heard his time of 2.41 — 3%.35 sec under the old class
record. They said a good deal more a few minutes later when they
heard that the time included spinning completely round at the
hairpin and after sorting it all out carrying on up the hill.
Jack Kennedy then pushed his Austin U 2 S SIEES Wenid e s/ S ke
honour of being the first unblown car to record under three
minutes in this class. A very fine performance which could
easily be overlooked by comparison with the sheer megnificence of
Roycrofts. 0.B.Cottrell's Austin seemed to find the two miles
up a long long way on its first run although a second run was
over 22 seconds faster.

With the defection of Morrie Proctor, Jock Brough had the
1100 cc Class all to himself so he contented himself with
a single run through the cloud in 3.48.45.
Interest was keen in the 1500 class as Bill Hanna of
Hastings was down as a competitor, and Bill had recently
defeated Hugo in a climb at Hastings, however, today it
appeared he was running with full touring body, so there
appeared little chance of a duel. Hugo was first on the
line with a crash helmet on his head and a look of purpose on
his face. An excellent start took him howling round the
bend, the hairpin was taken steadily and then he vanished
into the mist to emerge over the line at the top in 2.31.3%
sec — a netr hill record. Bill Hanna made a very finished
run of 2.50.6, which for a first drive on the hill, and under
such foul conditions was not too bad. Cottrell's Ford 10
seemed unhappy in its gearing and couldn't better 3.17.85,
while Abernethey's A 40 Austin took on some alarming lean
angles as it went up in 3.30.3.

In the 300C cc Class Toby Easterbrook—Smith took
the Sunbeam Special up first. Considerable time was lost
at the hairpin through breaking too early and having nearly
spilt his bag of lollies at the S below the water trough the
sober moments after resulted in a time of 3.1.65 sec for his
first complete competitive climb up the hill. Brother Geoff
peered through the fog and went up in 2.55.20. Ray Watson
was worried by a loose =zecond gear chain on the Frazer Nash
(they can't be adjusted; and took 3.6.95. The fog appeared
to give that venerable warrior the T.T.Sunbeam something of a
cough and Roy conducted the first run in 3.21.1. As a class
the three litre brigade seemed more interested in seeing
where they were going than trying to go quickly. The
Unlimited Class brought to the line Alan Freeman in the
Thomson, now looking very pretty in a new coat of iridescent
blue. As is usual when Alan's luck is not away on extended
leave, it woffled down its exhausts and proceeded up the road
qetittelquickliy S notboitle rpina o S turn: sicht mound as, it dsld
last year and making the time 2.41.55. Bert Cresswell's
Ford V8 Special did not seem too well, overheating and tending
LeMmilssMas it went tup im 3 ST 25T Fordy Farland was still
respecting his rear end (the car's, you cad) and also seemed
a little bemused at the idea of blind flving exercises being
combined with motor sport and took 3.49.75, while Andrews
kept off the clammy damp with his Morris 25 station wagon
as he went up in 3.23.4.
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Second runs were awalited with interest. An informed interest by
that section of the crowd who realised what Roycroft had done and
what Hugo might do, and a rather ghoulish interest by that section
who noted that the fog was again becoming thicker.

In the under 850 cc Class Roycroft went off with everything
screaming including the nerves of anyone sensitive to high pitched
sounds, but, the timing set didn't trip at the top - maybe he was
airborne but there it is. Jack Kennedy reflected the state of
the mist and was a little slower in 2.55.75 while O.B.Cottrell
was a bit quicker than before. Looking very stern about things
Hugo Hollis then proceeded to be the driver of the first car
officially timed to ascent Paekakariki Hill in under two and a half
minutes. 2.29.9 was the time, and although we hed expected the
time to go in a fine weather climb, everyone had been a little
doubtful about it with things as they were. A smile even
appeared for a moment on Chief Marshal Eric Honey's face, and Eric
really had very little to be happy about. Bill Hanna was most
consistent turning in 2.50.75 for his second run, while Cottrell
and Abernethey both improved their first run times. With the
three litres Toby Easterbrocok-Smith arrived at the hairpin at what
appeared to be much too fast a speed but went round it to everyones
surprise with very little fuss, at the cutting his hubs were almost
meking the acquaintance of the inside bank as he went round very
rapidly without any trace of slide, however, he had been touring
in the fog somewhere and returned 2.55.75. Geoff although not
so fast through the cutting had apparently not dillied and dallied
in the fog, or maybe he could remember where the hill wnet, for
he returned 2.49.9 to lop some 3 sec. from the class record
previously held by Roy Cowan. Ray Watson justified his fears by
dropping second coming out of the hairpin resulting in a much
slower climb, while Roy with the T.T.'Beam still clearing its
throat was a little faster than previously. Alan Freeman then
either used radar or just didn't care and put in an excellent climb
in 2.37.45 while Andrews was the only other man in the unlimited
class to care for another run.

Then for the final run of the Day as Ron Roycroft prepared
to meke up for the run which had been mistimed. As usual a
terrific take off, no mistakes at the hairpin this time, then a
little blue shape hardly seen by those at the side of the road as
it went through the mist, a scream as it arrived at the cutting
mounting still higher over the last few yards up te the line.

A cluster of people around the watch at the timing set, and then an
excited babble. 2 minutes 29.6 seconds. The last run of the
day and a new hill record.

The driving of Roycroft and Hollis under these conditions
The only comment that is necessary is tc

was outstanding.
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say what a shame it was that two such performances had to be

heard and not seen.

Detailed results are as follows:—

850 cc Class.

H. Hollis

W. Hanna
J.H.Cottrell
D. Abernethey

3000 cc Class

G. Easterbrook-Smith
W.Easterbrook-Smith
R.Watson.

J.R.Cowan.

Unlimited Class.

Austin (s)
Austin
Austin.

TC M.G. (s)
TC M.G.
Ford Ten
Austin A4Q.

Sunbeam Spl.
Sunbeam Spl.
Frazer Nash
Sunbeam T.7T.

Thomson Spl.
Ford V8 Spl.
Singer—Buick
Morris 25.

2
2
4

m
n

in.41.0 sec.2.29.6

5L, 75. "
4.95

2.53.75
Seda2




RUNS TU REMEMBER. BY JOEN DAIRYMPLE.

It was in the middle of 1943, when petrol was worth about
12/— on the black market, tyres were ncn-existent and gentlemen
in peaked caps were looking for cars that were fiar. from homes.

I was on the track of two next—to-new 500 x 19's for my T type
M. G. A friendly taxi driver let me have the necessary twelve
gallons for the trip. .

My father and I set off at about 5.30 p.m. sc that it would
be dark before we were far from home. The M.G. went well and
after a hzalt for a meal we arrived at Johnsonville around 9.30.
We were greeted there by a gentleman who had, it seemed, more
than his share of worldly belongings in his house which was cne
room about 12 x 12'x 12. He was a non-tea drinker so we had
a glass of milk for supper. We then went to inspect the tyresl

They were in very good condition, and standing on the front
wheels of an ancient Ford truck. Aftser much sweat and tears we
had the change over completed, one replacing a worn out boot on
the car and the other strapped to the spare.

Finally we set off for home about 11.30 with 150 miles to
go at a time when the usual run was about 5 miles. We. were
looking forwerd to the trip very much. As we reached the sea
front road before Paekakariki one cylinder ceased its normal
functions. I stopped the car and remembered that I had left
the torch at home. A guarter hour of tinkering brought no life
so we decided to press on. I thought I had better check the
@3l A dry dipstick without even a drip on the end came out -
panic! We went the mile and a bit to Paekak in fear and
trembling but the bearings remained intact.

Now I don't know if anyone else has been stranded in
Paekak at 1.30 a.m. with a dry crankcase — it is not a pleasant
state of affairs. The signal box of the railway station was
the only place that showed any life. I enquired for oil. Yes
they had some in that tin there. On investigating that tin
there was found to contain matter used for greasing the points.
As a substance it is remarkablyy similar to that which is
removed from a diff after the c & P. have made expensive noises.
There being a limit to everything I politely declined at which
the signal box type suggested the engine shed.

We trod warily in the dark as we made for the shed. It
was just as well, as outside one of the doors was a bottomless

pit used for decarbonising locos or something. We did not fall

B]i]

into it, although we were told that it seemed to fascinate
inebriated American Marines.

I walked into the shed with a confidence that soon
left me. Locomotives are frightening things in the dark.
However, after a courageous search I eventually tracked down
a cleaner asleep in the cab of one of the hissing monsters.
He was most obliging and the M.G. sump was soon filled.

At about 3 a.m. we took off again -~ albeit on three
only. Even so she was still capable of sixty at which
speed I kept her wherever possible. By B SU NI wast s
sleepy that I handed the wheel over toc my father. Alas
am an extremely nervous passenger, even with the best of
drivers, and he is a good one so there was no sleep. I
took over again and he prodded me in the ribs to keep me
awake. We eventually reached home about 7.30 a.m. The
car did not appear to suffer from its abuse and we had the
tyres, but what a trip.

LIST CF CLUB MEMBERS AS AT 1ST. MARCH
T L el T e Tt

It is customary to publish a list of club members
in the last Bulletin of each financial year. Many
members have found it a most useful thing to keep in their
cars so that they can have it handy for reference and looking
up members in other towns while touring. As many members
for some obscure reason also like to keep their Bulletins,
and don't like tearing pages out, the Club Roll this time
appears as a supplement. Those of you who travel zround,
remember that most of our out of town members are only too
happy to meet other members — so use the list.

. . . . . . . . . . .
. . . .

NEW ZEATAND'S FIR

New Zealand now has its first professionally built
post war racing machine in the shape of a 100G cc Cooper,
at present with a K00 cc motor in it. This desirable
property was brought out by Bill Lee, recently arrived from
the U.X. Bill, who has already joined the N.Z.S.C.C., is
busily engaged in arranging to get one of the larger motors.
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It is understood that this is the same car, a photog raph of
which appeared in one of the English wee:lles in the undignified
and unusual position of being on top of the stand instead of
passing below. Much interest and speculation is going on as to
how this machine will function out here.

. . . . .
. .

DEFINITELY NOI—STAEDARD NoRESE

(It is intended that this shall be the first of a series
of articles, similar to those well known in "The Motor™, but
dealing sclely with New Zealand Specials. The Editor w111 be
asking various club members for their co—operation at various
times, and hopes an interesting series will result, )

I admire (and envy) A L'Outrance cf "The Motor", I
admire his ability sto settle down at a moments notice to drive
a 4CL, a Cisitalia, or one of the finer Alfas. And I admire
his pen. But its largely envy I feel, I'm sorry to say. i
envy the apparent ease with which he induces men who are no more
than nemes to simple souls like you and me, (names to raise the
hat to I mean) to lend him their most prlceless rossessions.
I've heard it said that one should never lend one's pipe, wife
or car. I wonder if A L!'Uutrance smokes ? He certainly has
amazing luck with cars. .

All this of course, leads up to a little tale of my own.
On a recent Sunday afternoon the Geoff Fasterbrook—Smith's had
2 small bun fight — Toby and I were among those present — and

from the moment I arrived odd glances seemed to be passing between

the Dbrothers. Nods, winks, and wreathed smiles sort of thing.
Once Toby nudged CeofP and tney both chuckled obscenely.
However I was not left long in suspense. Towering over me the
brothers chanted in unison "You'r re going for a wide in the
opecial, M I'm only a small bloke and felt smaller.

Can you imagine my feelings? How would A.L'Cutrance
behave? He would breeze up to either of the Easterbrook-Smiths
slap him on the back, and laughing gaily say, "I'm talting the
Special for a week.

Cbviously I was far behind such a man, so, taking a deep
breath, I threw out my chest and said betweo“ clenched teeth,
HClmon!H ' i

I musn't tell of the starting bothers — it could be made

into quite a pleasant ride to remember. After I had twice failed

to keep the engine running for more than s few revolutions.
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Toby tossed me a glance which sounded like a big end going
end virtually without comment got in himself. After Geoff
and I had towed him round some very beautiful Karori scenery
without any result whatsoever except a frayed temper or two
and a very frayed tow rope, the brothers suddenly thrust
their faces, one against the other and said in low rumbling
voices, "Did you turn the petrol on?" Whereupon we all
laughed heartily and it is only fair to the car to say that
it then started instantaneously and did not falter again
throughout a somewhat hectic afternnon.

Now, let me Dbe perfectly frank - even perhaps at the
risk of offending two of my very best friends. The Zaster-
brool—Smith Sunbeam Special, when it first appeared before =
startled werld, left me pretty cold. It didn't look much,
and it didn't even go much. I admired its basic components
its Marendaz chassis (I have very happy memories of that
chassis when really new), its Sunbeam 20 h.p. UHV engine, and
its Alvis back axle — but it just Did Not Go. It was not
until this year's Standing Quarter Mile when 2C sec. was
cracked very definitely that I, and others, began to sit up
and take notice. Then came Paekakariki and again a really
good time resulted. Ubviously a car worth driving, and
definitely "Faster than Standerd'.

All this time I have been driving along "getting
settled™. I find the wheel is in the right place (a pity you
couldn't get a sprung one, although the vintage Crossley wheel
is certainly in keeping), the steering very pleasant, high
geared, direct, plenty of road shock, by which I mean the
wheels can be felt as well as seen. I feel much better and
tentatively put down the right foot only to slow down rapidly.
Goon ! That's the brake — the accelerator is away to the
right yet. The brakes incidentally are quite reassuring,
despite considerable pedal travel before anything happens
However, a touch on the throttle and she is awvay . Even in
top from low speeds there is a most distinct pocke in the back

I begin to feel better and better and try a couple of
standing starts. I didn't use more than 4,00C in any gear
because I hate breaking other people's cers, but this car
really does come unstuck. Cf course it quffers from Mr.

Sunbeam's beautifully made gearbox which is complete with
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three bottom gears and only one top, which means I ran out of
revs just about instantaneously in 1lst. and 2nd., and only just
Sfter  that Sintssrds Toby tells me that he uses 4600 without
undue worry and that 4CCC is about 55 in 3rd — not bad really.

I'm still felling better so I give her a touch on Ioose
metal. I feel worse and stop giving her a touch on lecse metal,
whereupon she comes straight again, just like that, and I feel
better again. I try it again in a more reasonable manner and
she likes that and behaves like a perfect lady.

mle I went hill climbing, and what is more, enjoyed my—
self hugel It seems Jjust about impossible to meke it dec the
wrong tﬂng, no sudden breaking away of front or back, but if
one becomes a little too keen, all four wheels go very gently
and remain. under perfect control. This rather pleasant motion
can be stopped just like that as soon as required. I used
third all the way up this particular hill a long winding one
I may say, and acceleration on the short straights was really
something. I found myself braking for corners and then thinking
how much faster I could have gone round if I'd left well alone,
so nicely did she behave.

I sat at the top for a while, beling asked by the Bing
Boys (sorry) the Basterbrook-Smith brothers wny I was grinning so
mucih. Actually I was only smiling and it was an awfully nice
day. Then I went down the hill and did it all over again.

The car has had a lot of work done on it and really does
go well There is no doubt that considerably more power could
be extracted from the engine and if this is done it will be
rather more than a force to be reckoened with — it does pretty
well now gs a glance at recent results will show.

Thanks Toby and Geoff, and congratulations on an excellent

spot of work, And now what other takers for my hand? After
all, the only thing you need do is produce a car (preferably
full of potrol) and set a rev limit.

t
oy

®»

EXHAUST IUTES:

Brvce Clinkard is due to leave in =2 few weeks for
England his tour of duty on the N.Z.Station being completed.
It is understood he is leaving his Alvis Speed 20, but is
somewvhat undecided ss to whether to take or leave his
Ansaldo engined special. We shall miss Clink very much and
hope that the Royal Navy may get around to letting him out
here sgain fairly soon.

John McMillen epparently ald not have the mixture in
the Jackson as it should be at W m, as only two pistons
out of eight were in one piece. uackson Smelter instead
of Jackson Special one type unkindly suggested. But Chakez
is yet to come. Its all very difficult writing this ten
days before Chelkea. Any reash statements made now might be
made to seen very very rash indeed especizally as this issue
should come from the printers within a few days either side
of Chekea.

However we'll restrain ocurselves to one prophecy.
With twice as many corners as at Wigram, there are going to
be a lot of cars devoid of brakes, and some with peculiar

earboxes before the 18th. March is over. We haven't hed
n\u&ﬂ long distance stuff here yet for most drivers to have
ecome genned up on breke linings yet. Talking of gear—
xes I understand that was Morrie Proctor's trouble at
ngram.

So the "works™ Austin is no more. Apparently its blow
up on the first lap at Wigram was a considerable one and
although the Roycroft-Chatteris combinatinn have plans fer
a remarkable salvage job, generzl opinion seems to be that
the mess is too big. I suppose it had to happen one day.
A story that we sheould like to have for the Bulletin is the
history of this remarkasble little car which has written a

considerable chapter in N.Z.motoring histery.

The modifications to the induction system of Earl Fisher's
Buick 8 caused considersble interest at the Standing

The performance, considering the considerable weight

car was a rcmarkable one, and more than one onlooker
expressed the wish to see the motor in a lighter chassis.




Fordy Farland's Singer-Buick we believe weighs just under 21 cwt.
which should mean a very rapid sports car when the teething
troubles are cleaned up

Jack Kennedy's Single seater Austin end the Basterbrook-Smith
brothers Sunbeam are reported as being for sale. In Auckland,
Jim C'Callaghan has for sale a Riley chassis complete with wheels
and tyres but less motor and differential. Two specials and
the basis of another for those interested.

Roy Cowans F%-litre Sunbeam has now been roadbnrne,zlbeit body-
'ess, With its new 2.9 rear end the feeling is very much gkin
to that of the 30/98. Thirty mph in top is approximately

90T, 1, T Handling still seems very much as before, shoulder
muscles required at low speed, with the effort disappearing as
the speed goes up. Quite a lot more in the way of mods,
particularly as regards aspiration are planned. It is reported
that the T.T.Sunbeam may be going to a Christchurch home.
Michael Forlong, ex—Editor of this Bulletin, and in general one
of the extremely hard workers for the Club in the past 1is
reported te be leaving England sometime in March to return here.
As Michael seems to have been to some of the more interesting
English events, met most of the most interesting pecple,

driven or rlauen in some of the more interesting cars,

amusing and fluent speaker I should imagine the commi

next year, would be well advised to pin him down as th

attractlon at one of the monthly Club Nights.

) ’ L] ) 2 3 ’

brogramme for the next few weeks
Paekakariki, there is in the space o
N.Z.Hi11 Championship, Ohakea,
NS Ze S C C.Standing Kilo, N.Z.Beach CharrionsLi*
Waikanae HBO, Rather cramred and hasty real“", perhaps
one thing the Asscciation might try and organise a lit%le
better next year.

.

. ; :
nd the usual tail Plece, please, please :—

WRITE FOR YOUR BULLETIN.
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now on. It will of course,
should be more topical,
Circulars, and the overall
printed bulleLl“‘
years 1issues,

Labour Day Rally.

A circular from the Manawatu Car Club is enclosed. This
promises to be a first class event, and it is hoped that Welling-
ton entries will put up a good show. Please note that entries ‘
close on the 9th of October. Also, will p”ObpuCtLV@ entrants
who have not fixed up teams please coﬁtac+ Hugo Hollisg?

October event.

No major event is scheduled for this month, but it is propos-
ed to hold a social run, with a little mud plugging, on Saturday
the 14th of October. Bring your families (or anyone else)
meet at the foot of Haywards Hill — Hutt side — at 2 P.M.
the weather is doubtful, ring Jack Kennedy 63-989 before
and he will tell you if the run is still on.

October Monthly Meeting

In Victoria League rooms, D.I.C. building,
entertainment will be pvov1dea from within th
in the nature of Brains Trust. 'S
along written g on any matte

M,

November Monthly Meetin
Usual time and place,

November Sprint.
It was intended to held

in November
7 closing

the Ozolic.

which made some rather cCr

h:

nco "lb
Insupe rab<

a Saga of 1

’ ey Sals
i cron T Night Mriai
the last Bulletin tlcle was an articl ol Bapse
2 ical remarks about my ability :
sht Trial, and, in passing, Iy wife
on the wrong side of the fence

to drive in or organise a Nig
was with me on the clay road
Night Trials may De summed up as

N 7 e Y
NeZisSsCala

’ My experience in N.Z.
follows:
on a hillside

1946 — Marshall 38, 1
Trevor Wiclkt v‘ | 4 . , e —
Competitor — al my X ) TR eyt S
3 soufhﬁrlv Vg i.“w' “:Ay : ) . , and called
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in torrential rain with

sckwards. . 4 i
& on a hillside in torrential rain witl
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husband far away.
EEES, Lshed. Marshals
3 ay, and still
the inevit-
reached,
countryside to
teking place.

not my wife
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By 7.45 p.m. nine stalwarts, with assorted passengers, had
gathered at the foot of Makara Hill, and were sent on their
Jjourney. Excitement started on the first section between Makara
and Johnsonville, the general drill being to hit the first section
of flooded road at 40 m.p.h. A 1little later a slip was across
the road, but most people avoided hitting it head on. Pine tree
branches all over the road constituted a novel hazard, while a
dainty path had to be picked through the ]argbr rocks that had
fallen down off the hillside, The 28 m.p.h. average through this
section kept everyone busy, and Macduff, Berkett, Cempbell ang
Stafford lost points for late arrival, while Freeman and brac‘
ridge missed the control point altogether.

A driving test at the end of
making fastest time, with S
Conductors Cowan and Portevas,
as confused competitors
staggered in in the (have

From Johnsonville the course proceeded
Paeksakariki, past MCT<;G srossing a
Paraparaumu, The Valky
this time, but the road

turnedSra

merton, after which the sect

was tackled. Vith malice

on (a) a howling sautherly, (1 - torrent
a2 high tide, so part cf the road was under
spgst, as John 11 i ] !

m.p.h. average, and

began to fall behind time,

late and
Macduff

g the organisers, but Mrs.
: ves and the pa¢tg dissolved into
in which each competitor outdid the other
ordeals through which he had been.

Results
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M.G. 103 peints
Ford a8
Singer e
m Thompson Sp 59
coke Austin 56
rechxrwdhe Vauxhall 48
Campbell Morris 45
MeBuff Ford 21
- A, Stafford Homde
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Picnic Meeting with Manawatu Club at Otaki
Sunday, 10th September, 1950.

entrants gathered at the Hutt Station at half past
Tl;ir wey at half ni el ntervialls, The route
was via "wrward and Paekakariki Hill, and the set average speed
thirty—five m.p.h. — p0551oly a bit high for a social event.

vous was a large sheltered paddock about two miles
the first item was lunch, followed by the usual
ti almost forty cars had arrived and the

aced a premium on good traction and braking, and
Jamp enough for the more powerful cars to have




OF _SpPOLUS. cars for easy entry

second novelty
blindfolded in a garage and
drive back into the garage, : 1 43 )1 harli e Cyn nes up with the observation that the way
navigator, Some competitors dro hou cifted with X 3 some people dri Yy mus magine train whistles at crossings
eyes, others barged hopelessly ero1Ad - paddock to becom 9 LLSE ourag
bogged or to give up.

: ' o , i tRe st ores SELEE G
For competitors and spectators alike, t huge " l.gt&w - DU—’ﬂ_‘ittf‘ _-”(i’llt
: 3 s Ah1@@edt, makes it possible
success, and everyone was greatly pleased e i & 1 20% ] te i P I
; . 1 sy an b watex h a
family hack showing the sports cars the way, which speaks wel i WELon

Wi
/"‘+-f\1 3 3| T

= . ] 1 i lis used fon

for the crganiser, Hugo Hollis. 5

test truck st Tiﬂpbu

We would like to see this combined - clt SV er >peate j Iy, A6 1 se el apimedss
soon. (Well, don't forget Labour Day — Ed.)

Results. \n az ent made
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was on ty l s - an lSane wdip o
ste \;‘I‘il’l;f i > Ter s ¥ Y ‘.-‘-rd c \, -7:‘ ' Qe
gyl anT L ‘. ﬁ S HERLee : ne My brother had to inspect a slip on a back country road, and
7 = also bring in a returned soldier settler who was very anxious to
come into Wanganui to see his wife who was expecting to have a

In June l9ﬂ°, t’p;, the car wa
baby.

the expressed intention of a weeks briial,

be finighed off, e week came and went, nud, : 4] \

were added, but the finishing off just didn't h i - 5 Kim collected me around about 9 a.m. "Should we pack some

after 14 months and 6000 milés Et Es bac;gin Ee fwez ors lunch,™ I asked. "Gosh no, we should be back before one, and

awaiting finishing off), to be finished o¢?- Lo 2 ge (als anyway we can always raise a cup of tea at Joe's." Joe was the

& / I8 L1 41 (=HAK ) VIl o

purpose of these few notes is to make a wailc o roadman, a very fine old chap. He kept a squad of pig hounds and

7 4 spent every spare minute of his time hunting., He also kept ducks

will not appear on the road again until it IS, &
near a large pond in which they laid all their eggs. Joe encour—

\ !
The fizzthigje:IeEia?fsﬁozif:%gz1;2 miieliF:fiéthhf h'. aged the habit b?cau?eLotberwwoe he said, the dogs would get all
6000 miles and’whﬁz_w /i v;a* . - ﬁ.l LLC ﬁ“ru € the eggs: He flsh§Q them out of the pool with a long-handled
e v steerigg o~ Sl;ghliirhtAL?e ESHESSIIS qu%te even, , rake., However, let us get back to motoring.
Tl , . nvly heavy at low speeds, but otherwise
:ii iZigi;?i i:,wzidzﬁy~standards, excellent, and never shows S b as - five seater Dot Vh?ch e e
: . county service and very little trouble
il © pt that the vacuum tank uld sor les Dbecome empty dEfstine
R el nain tank was low. It had to be sucked full then, and believe me,
The body was distorted before I got it, and I i : §ucking 1 suppose it could have been filled from
any idea of alignihg wheels, etc. bv measurements, Inifact Y e ?eytl;:. bz ??rrv aybo?tle
as far as I am aware, no SlQFlp e s one side is the N o R ) e ) e Bk ?n§ e
same as the COI‘I‘esponalng measurement on the other g | T tenk tull. e Ded we Iollowed | 2t day was metalled éor
Pax
-;;1L.;S=.

The camber of each front wheel is altered at least &
degrees in negotiating even a small bump. Weld, whowes gSEig-SRRl L antLte Jghulon 2o 1 T
= i1l ot d n =he Sy rat )Y M2 I8 ] .‘i., g U ( Of

I just don't know what the caster ancgle is.
know is that it alters over bumps (although not as much as the
camber) and that any resemblance between the caster of the
left and right kingpins is purely a coincidence.

L

e .- = EESS J - )2 -~ =~ ¥ "
i ne front wheel in & hole full of scup. Out came the shovels

loEvele (O HAE car,
packed manuka
jack and tried
The teoe-in was adjusted to "some!" when first put together to start, whereus he wheels 1 : du n and stueks
and hasn't b en adjusted (or checked) since. - ot e e L e one pushing,
S0 why should we worry???
we stuck in every secticn of road
have turned back if we
e father, and as Kim said

miles
the sun. We

had not ¢ e meet the prospect

we would have three to dig and push, Tel? we reached the top of
the watershed at last and now had three miles of down hill road
made up of two wheel ruts full of slush and two papa shoulders.

If you were new to this type of road you might be tempted to try

rememn i\‘_‘\r the d‘ay’ and




to ride the shoulders in which case you could very
into the gutter on the inside, or down over the cli
side.

The Third time we stuck going down our passenger arrived on
the scene, having given us up and started out to walk {lIlIE e
reached the good roads and a telephone. He helped turn the car,
quite a business with a ditch and a cliff on one side, and a cliff
without a ditch on the other

However we got her around, and with two pushing and digging and
one steering, we worked our way to the top of the hill.
The road had dried a little by this time, it was now 5 p.m. and
we were getting along quite handsomely when - Splosh! down ‘
she went into one of our old holes and off came the front wheel.
On investigation she proved to be & cot case, sO we left her
completely blocking the road, and walked three miles to the
roadman's cottage. Joe supplied a much appreciated feed and
after ringing town and ordering a taxi, the by then proud Father
and I walked the few remaining miles of mud to meet it. We
arrived home about one in the morning. My brother stayed with
the roadman, and next morning they harnessed a palr of horses to
the 0ld Dort and hauled her-on to the side of the road to await
the county mechanic and spares.

For Sale:

Chassis: -Ex Clinkard special single seater: tubular chassis,
Fiat 500 I.F.S., Jeep rear end, hydraulic brakes,

new tyres and tubes, less engine and gear box. £75 cash —

A.T.Freeman, 10 Washington Avenue, Brooklyn, or Phone 17-003%,

Working Hours.

Gearbox: speed gearbox ex Wolseley 12.
Eedue b 1o e 5t Splines woul
clutch. 2210} ©ne, @ntiiEie. From Secretary.

Temperature Gauges Ex aircraft, for 0il or water. Secretary.

Us

he holding of our
D

i
each on the 30th

Annual two-day race meeting at

and the 1st January 1951. g

mr

‘-. . ey = o8 . C T - . . ;
xm.:,il? DGth_‘lé 1s by closed invitation, and this Club would like
¢ circularise your members, and let us know at your earliest
opportunity, how many rs wi 17 (S0t . ‘

2 LEY, nany cars will be coming, so that accommodation
etc., can be arranged.

We are desirous of the followine Data
A ]

Name of Driver.

Make of Vehicle.

Cubic Capacity of Motor.

Approximate date of arrival,

Will entrant desire accommodation and
nature.

SN N0 -

U1 _!

As soon as we receive this

vil L)
ms will be posted direct by
to the fact that we have

1ALSH)

ication would be appreciated.







NEW ZEALAND SPORTS CAR CLUB (INC.)

(WELLINGTON)




New Zealand Sports Car Club - Yctober Anno’cements. & DN - Al
Bulletin: 1. The dispersal of Members over a wide area makes it more
We hope to bring out this and future issues on the first of difficult to form a live social basis for Club activities.
each month. This, then, is only a week after the September issue, 2. A Club specifically for the Hutt Valley might tap a new and
and smaller in consequence, There are no events to record, but valuable source of members.
there is the first instalment of a new serial entitled "Agatha 3. Competition and co-operation between the two clubs would

versus the Gods”. A 1ist of currently financial members is benefit both.

included in this issue. Vext month we should be back to normal A natural corollory would be to agree that this Club had

finally served its purpose as a non-territorial Club, and should

gikg its rightful place as, and the name of, the Wellington Car
o

There would be many detail points to be worked out, and there
probably be a lot more talk before anything definite is done,

won't function without questions, 2ar @yp @il In the meantime, would any members care to put their

Social run,mud plugging if desired, hot saveloys, thoughts on the subject on paper and send them to the Secretary

meet Hutt side of Haywerds at 2 P.IM. Saturday 14th. with a view to publication in the next Bulletin?

November Monthly meeting, Thursday the 9th.
Sprint - Manawatu have asked us to alter our date
from the 11th, as this is the only day on which the
Traffic Dept. will agree to their Hill Climb. We
have agreed, our date will probably be the 2hth,
will confirm in November issue.
A social event will be held also, probably at
Whitemans Valley. Details in our next.
Veteran Car Event - it is possible that the Club
will be organising an event in the Hutt Valley on
Thursday the 16th or 23rd of November. Anyone
with a pre-World War 1 car in running order who COMMENT OF NO CONSEQUENCE H.G.M.
might be interested is invited to let the Secretary
know.

size.

Coming Events — Reminders.
October - Monthly Meeting, Thursday the 12th, 'Brains Trust! i
questions wanted — most important, the show just ‘ L

— STOP PRESS —

SOMETHING passed our window just now. It seemed to have no
bodywork, but space for a B.R.M. radiator, motorcycle wheels, two
small magaphones pointing downwards to the cylinder block, and a
noise reminiscent of a pipeless Harley 'peashooter!'. We didn't
notice any makers nameplate, but there was a motor cycle following,
with, we thought, a towrope.

In a recent issue of that weekly American opus, The Saturday
Froning Post, there appeared an article describing a hitch-

Questionnaire: In the Circular issued early in September the . 1@Pine tour of America by two Oxford undergraduates. On one

Club Captain included a request for information occasion they were picked up by a sporty type in an American

on the types of events which appeal to members. saloon (vehicular not alcoholic variety). The Englishmen were

It is of interest, and doubtless points to some suitably impressed by the speedo registering 95 for most of the

moral, that exactly four replies were received - trip and were relieved to learn that the American was holding

one asking for Speed, one for Social and Trials, himself in on their account. He always held himself in.

one facetious, and one from outside Wellington, "I usually keep her down around 105 mph," he said, "but she'll

from a member normally unable to compete. do more than that," o Eais Some man, too, for that matter.

But boy, what a speedometer.

FUTURE : < hdle S
There is a move afoot to start a Car Club in the Hutt : oo

Vailey, closely associated with this Club. The points brought

forward in favour of the idea are, briefly, -
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The engine of the wizard, record-breaking, bank—ci.xting
Freikesiserwagon will stay at workable coolness for something 1iké‘.
45 seconds continuous running only. A similar design, no doubt,
to some of our local V3's.

A report from Detroit has it that power steering is on the
way for motorcars. "More progress,” says Charlie the Cynic.
"Dammit, all we'll have to do soon to drive a car will be push
a couple of buttons. Where's the fun in that?™ Quite right,
Charlie. But then the Americans haven't been brought up on
Bugattis, Alvises, Rileys, Alfa-Romeos and similar cars. Maybe

power steering is just what's wanted on the low-geared, big- "

tyred Americans. Charlie's only comment was, "Why don't they
build & car that steers properly in the first place? Then
they wouldn't need these gadgets."

It is said that one recent winner of the Indianapolis 500
crested a sensation by refusing to accept a kiss from the
beautiful movie star who presented him with his victory ilizateilist
¥11lm happily married," was his terse remark.

The pre-war Mercedes test shed in Stuttgert was air-
conditioned to simulate atmospheric conditions to be encountered
in any particular race. An enormous fan blew air at a pre-
arranged temperature through the radiator at a rate equivalent
to the road speed for particular engine revolutions. Thus the
car could be almost perfectly carburetted before leaving the
works. This may point to the reason for John McMillen's win
ot Ohakea — after all the Jackson was tuned in windy Wellington,
and you know what the day was like at Ohakea. ‘

- . 3 . -
. -

AGATHA VERSUS THE GODS.

By GORDAND D.G.MARKERTON.

During the last few months of 1947 a certain Wellington
group of enthusiasts had arrangements well in hand for a grand
tour of the North Island, from tip to top as it were. This.
was to be a supervacation we told ourselves. A holiday
ffnraordinary. The gods overheard and rubbed their hands.

Tney asked for it!" they said, and forthwith put their heads
together, — :

We, poor mortals, made our own arrangements

=l =

\The day oir.xeparture dawned overcast and gusty. We passed it

off as typical Wellington weather and it only spurred our deter-—
mination to be off to the Sunny North. Now, in retrospect, we
are not so sure the weather was purely accidental. Meybe the
gods were having fun evcn at that early stage.

The cavalcade presented a motley appearance. Out in front
was "Bush" on his Royal Enfield "Bullet”, untidy motorcyclists in
the true tradition of the brotherhood. In the centre was Agatha,
piled high with bods and equipment, pressed down and running over.
The bods incidentally were Dave, Jack and Snow. The rearguard
was Ron, A.J.S. mounted and appearing faintly unreal with freshly
shaved jowl.

Like a plain but efficient typiste, Agatha was well suited to
her taslk but badly handicapped by her looks. Starting life as a
modest model A Agatha had finally rebelled against the conventions
and stripped down to her underwear. Now, stark and purposeful
without mudguards, running boards, hood and side curtains,
belligerent with a colossal brass drain-pipe from stem to stern,
she was kicking up her fat tyres in sheer exuberance as she
snaked and snarled through Glenside, Tawa Flat, Porirua and so
on to the open road, to the magic North.

Agatha's coachwork was scarcely Park Wood. In fact it was
difficult to decide whether she was a car turning into a truck
or a truck metamorephosing into a car. But who cared about
looks? Let the populace stare. This was Agatha. Agatha

of the willing heart and the broad beam.
The gods relented of their early joke and soon clouds and

wind were left behind and the sur. beat from a clear sky.

Upwards and onwards chortled Agatha, the bit between her teeth

and her ears back nicely to reduce the frontal area. Through

Teihape we swirled, climbing steadily. This was the life!
.Let rmar Khayjam have his book, his wine and his "thou". ' Give

us a2 willing car and the open road with the sun high up and

the exhaust snarling. On Agatha on . . . « - . =

Up in the mountains about this time, one god said to the

other, "All set?" The other nodded. "Then let 'er gol” .

Whee —e—e—e—e— away went the wind like the Freikaiserwagen in

a standing kilo. With it went the duet, huge clouds Of.lt

advancing over the desert, marching on Waiouru, thr§aten1ng

Agatha and her party. We pulled hurriedly into Wa}ouru,'where

after an ingenious fabrication of fictitious ha?dshlps, thell

local garage proprietor was persuaded to part with a few gallons

of his precious petrol. Thus fortified we pressed on

regardless, feeling rather like tiny St. Georges off ?o meet

an outsize in dragons. Into a world of dust and flying stones
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and reging wind we plunged. Into thick choking, stinging dust
that rasped over Agatha's buxom body and filled our hair and eyes,
and noses and mouths, and every nook and cranny. Bush and Ron

on the motorbikes suffered unimaginable tortures. When 211

hope had been given up, and we were about to dig ourselves in and
make a last stand, the skies cleared and the wind dropped. Round
twe to the gods.

Taupo was reached eventually and all were more than
glad to see it. Camp was quickly pitched and a huge assortment
of tinned nourishment produced and speedily despatched. Sleep
settled on full Tellies, and once again all was right with the
world.

It was high morning before we crgwled out of our
pup-tents and tucked the necessary under our belts once more.
Agatha was loaded to the gunweles and northward we pressed.

Like any other lady in her underwear Agatha drew
many curious glances and ribald guffaws. The traffic inspector
was so overcome by her comely appearance that he followed her
for fifteen miles, but Agatha ignored his importunities and
proceded at a prim twenty five miles an hour. The law satisfied
Agatha then reeled off the remaining one hundred miles to Auckland
in an exhilarating two hours. Nice work, Aggie! ;

An interlude of severzl days in Auckland did not
interest Agatha very much and she was glad to swirl out onto the
north road once more.

The picturesque little bay of Leigh looked inviting
to Auckland frayed nerves, and we pulled in for a rest cure.
Guffaws from the gods'! They knew what we were soon to find out -
that the holiday citizenary of Leigh subsided solely on liquid
lunch. Their continuous and raucaus progress to and from the
"local™ turned this quiet little backwater into a, to us, .
rather tedious bedlam. Backwards and forwards these bemused
souls went, staggering with their loads under their belts and
in their arms. Discordant singing rent the air hoerse
shoutings vain boastings. Gone were our dreams of quiet
and solitude and, sad to relate, we had no compunction in watching
with grim amusement while these peace-wreckers, met their waterloo
on the steep track to the harbour, Everytime one slipped we
raised a metaphorical cheer. Everytime a carton bounced
to a tinkling end we positively gloated. The ultimate in
satisfaction was reached when a ten gallon keg crashed crazily
down the steep hillside, cannoned off the wherf and smashed

with tremendous effect through the bottom of & dinghy.

S
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But more was to come. Night brought out the best in these
revellers who, like ships in a fog, gave noisey warn?ng of their
presence and groped their way around to the accompaniment of fgll
throated roars and bellows. Even Agatha was observgd to W1Ec_.
One distraught person, overcome perhaps by the serenity of the
hills beyond the harbour, beat incessantly on an Fmpty_kerosene
15kl Another fired off tracer ammunition into the qulgt sky.
Others tc our huge satisfaction, stepped off the wharf into

dinghies that weren't there.

A q s —
Agatha carried a . :
early next morning she spat the gravel of Leigh from under

crew almost as worn ocut as the revellers,

61 wheels. Round three to the gods.
The previous nights' revelry put a keen edge to our

appreciation of the open road, and the run through go 1er1—§er1

was a soothing as it was satisfying. The snarl and p op g e

Agatha's exhaust, the crackle of the motorcycles, th? Swis

wind past our ears, the fascinating Pat?er of Agatha's B 7.

front wheels on their transverse springing, the sheer ?-liezuus

of movement in the bright clear air . these fi

with a vast symphony of contentment. :
We stayed several days in Keri-Keri.

Agatha bore up bravely

The heat was intense.

To be continued in our next issue
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EDITORIAL - - Under New Management

With this issue of the Bulletin, twao new acting-editors take
o‘r the Editorial Chair. As they are both narrow in the beam their
joint occupation has so far presented no difficulties.

We hope their narrowness doesn't extend to their minds.
Their first duty is a most pleasant one - that of paying tribute to
the sterling work done by former editors.

Immediate past editor, of course, was Toby Easterbrook-Smith.
Toby was bludgeoned, that is, elected into the office at the 1948
General Meeting and, because of sundry wanderings hither and thither,
kept in touch by remote control. His Bulletins were always of a
high standard and the work he put into some of them when contribut-
ions were scarce was prodigious. We hazard a guess that his oft
repeated plea of "Please write for YOUR Bulletin will eventually
rank with the immortal words of Sir Phillip Sydney, "Thy need is
greater than mine™ and of Colonel Chinstrap, ¥] don't mind if I do'.

First editor of 2ll was brother Geof. As we all know, Geof
Easterbrook-Smith has any number of "firsts" to his credit in his
association with the NZSCC and it is not surprising that he turns up
as first editor of the Bulletin. Geof's capacity for work in the
m _ise is admired and envied by all except the Public Service
Cc¥imissioner.

When Geof went overseas to help meke the world safe for democracy
and the Italian Moter industry, Michael Forlong became editor.
Michael filled this position most capably until forced in 1947 to
choose between business and Bulletins. When Michael made a poor
choice, Geof stepped into the breach again until Toby was elected
Editor in 1948.

There it is then, for the record — Geof, Michael, Geof, Toby and
now ...my word, we nearly forgot — the last two Bulletins have been
prepared by Secretary Bob Bagnall and Treasurer Dave Morrish ...
and now, Roland Clapperton and Gordon Markham.

Afterthought: As our position has never been legalised or
regularised or something, we are not editors. Consequently we can't

Sl 7 = Al f G = My -1~ s - o~ ~ SELURNEE RO
wirlite an editoerial. Thug the above i1s not an editorial.
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ENGLISH INTERLUDE — R.C.
Notes on Michael Forlong's talk, September Monthly Meeting.

From watching modern and vintage cars competing in speed events

Michael concluded that the vintage cars' suspension was hopelessly
outclassed by the modern independent suspension. Speeds of racing
cars in England were such that they took your breath away on first
sight, which perhaps is why, with our cars, we cannot hold the
spectators! interest — they are just not fast enough. (After all
a 500 Cooper seems able to outperform even our best cars.)

Allard, Healey, Jaguar and Connaught were four of the cars
driven by Michael. The Allard was a 2-seater sports and apparent—
1y did not greatly impress, being rather like a Ford V8 to dri
with its 3%-speed gearbox and miximum of 50 in second. An inter-
esting point was that Michael did not think the Ford's roadholding
had been greatly improved by using a divided axle IFS.

The Healey was impressive for its acceleration, cornering
capabilities and willing 2% litre Riley motor, although a small
amount of roll was noticeable on corners.

The XK 120 Jaguar left Michael with a feeling of unbelievably
deceptive speed. Speeds of 70 per being maintained as 30 would
be in the average family saloon. The acceleration was breath-
taking and although the cornering was of a high order, a great de
deal of roll was apparent.

Undoubtedly the car that impressed Michael most was the
Connaught. The motor was very willing to rev and 7C or 80 was
easily seen in third. The roadholding struck Michael as the
best of the four cars, being beyond reproach on 211 counts.

The interesting point is that the Jaguar, Allard and Healey all
have IFS of various types and the Connaught conventional rigid
acle suspension.

The Allard factory was visited and surprisingly is only a .
small back-yard affair and rather untidy at that. Inldizect
contrast, the Cooper garage, although small, was scrupulously
clean and tidy and altogether rost impressive. The driving
force and enthusiasm behind Coopers would appear to be John
Cooper, son of the proprietor.

The body on both the Silverstone Healey and J2 Allard is
very light, almost to the point of being frail. Sydney Allard
stated that the J2 was not really meant to be driven as an
every—day sports car, but more for rallies and speed events.

T
OCTORER ANNOUNCEMENTS from the Secretary.

November Events:

Monthly Meeting — Thursday the 9th, Victoria League Rooms, D.I.C
Bui lidiing,at iy S50 pLm. Programme is in the hands of Peter Porteous

and Harvey Cooke.

"Puture" - A paragraph under this heading appeared in the October

Bulletin, and contained a suggestion that with the formation of a Hutt
Club it might be desirable for this Club to Dbecome the Wellington Club.
Unfo 1ately the layout of the Bulletin did not meke it quite clear
that -ais, like all the Bulletin apart from the monthly announcements,
was 'contributed' and does not necessarily represent a Committee
opinion. In fact, the question has never been raised at a Committee
meeting. It is, however, disappointing that noone has thought the
matter of sufficient importance to meke any comment for inclusion in
this issue.

Sprint — Date and location of Club Standing-% not yet finalised.
Details at monthly meeting. Engry forms will be forwarded to all
holders of appropriate competition licences. Anyone not holding a
licence and wishing to compete should meke early application through
the Secretary.

REPORT MONTHLY MEETING — THURSDAY October 12th. H.G.M.

25 or so present. Capt. Jack Kennedy rapped members over the knuckles
about the poor response to recent circular re types of events we'd like.
"How can events be put on to suit you," he said, "if you won't tell
us widp you want?!" Bullseye to Jack. Manawatu disappointed in entries
from wellington for Labour Weekend Rally - — only 3 at time of Meeting.
Locale in Hutt Valley being investigated for our Standing Quarter.

Some details of proposed Futt Valley Sports Car Club revealed by Jack
Kennedy and meeting impressed by possible commercial support in the
Valley of the venture. Approval of such a club seemed general among
NZSCC members. Main item of the evening was a BRAINS TRUST. Compere:
Trevor Wickam. Panel: Rob Bagnall, Kempy Atkinson, Geof Easterbrook-
Smith. Papers were handed to members who wrote a question thereon for
the Brains to answer. Questions were varied - technical, catch,
general knowledge, facetious. Sample: "Is there any effective way
of cooling a V8 motor for competition work?"™ Panel did not think
fault could be entirely overcome but existing exhaust manifolds with




.
their right-angled outlets from ports should be scrapped and
straight-out stubs substituted. 0il sump should be enlarged,
0il should be cooled. Hot Rod Manual quoted—plug water outlet
and drill 5/16in. hole. Another question: "Does panel agree
that one can complete long distances over secondary roads in
fresher condition in an American car than in an English car?"
Panel favoured English cars. IFS v Scolid Beam Axle also took
the floor and the general opinion was that IFS offered no great
advantage up to around 100mph or so. Question: "Should a car
engine use up its 0il?" Answer: Desirable to do seo. If not
using 0il top of bore possibly not being lubricated, with
excessive wear occurring. These condensed answers may appear.
dogmatic but panel gave their opinions with many ifs and buts.
If you don't agree with them you should have been at the meeting
and put in your tuppence worth. You missed a good show.

REPORT %aday TRIAL, - October 14th. B.H.

This event was held on a farm in the Judgeford area, and by
2.30 pm seven cars were assembled .at a point about two miles
from the main road.

The first section consisted of a run over a bridge into a
patch of mud, and over a short hill, which unfortunately, was
not slippery enough to cause very much excitement, even though
quite a few gallons of water was poured over the surface by the
marshals. In this first test, Hugo Hollis made fastest time in
9 12/20 secs., followed by J. Cottrell and M.Campbell.

The cars were then led off to the second test which had been
laid out with flags for a serpentine test, returning to the
garage from the rear, instead of the front. Jack Cottrell ‘
showed how this was done by recording a time of 55 16/20, with
Cottrell Snr. less than a second behind. This section
hampered M. Campbells large V8 and he experienced some diffi-
culty in negotiating the fairly closely spaced flags.

Hugo Hollis knocked over a flag, losing five points, while
J. Berkett failed to stop within the limits of the 'garage' also
losing five points. Time was lost by most competitors by fail-
ing to enter the 'garage' in one lock, only two drivers using
good enough judgement to do this.

The third section was a short steep slope approached from
a deceptive left hand bend. This also did not prove quite
muddy enough. H. Hollis again made fastest time in 7 3/20,
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(Continuation of 4-day Trial)

followed by 0.B.Cottrell in 7 L1/ 20, A1l cars negotiated this
test cleanly, except M. Poynton's Hotchkiss, the front end of which
departed from the trodden path, fortunately requiring only a little
pushing to bring it back to the road. A second run was held on
this section and all competitors improved their times.

Best times went to H. Hollis: J. Cottrell: O.B.Cottrell and
J. Berkett. While the final test was being run off, tea was
prepared by Jack Kennedy and his willing helpers, the course being
vacated about 5 p.m. with a geood day's fun had by all.

atey

© RESULTS :—

CAR POINTS
LOST

J. Cottrell MG/Ford 10 16
Hy Hollis MG TC

0.B.Cottrell Austin 7 Spcl

K. Boyd Morris Minor

M. Campbell Ford V8

M.Poynton Hotchkiss

J. Berkett Singer 9

DRIVER

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

Material for this column is invited, nay, implored. Keep your
letters reasonably short.

ey *n last month's Bulletin, under the heading "Stop Press”,
there appeared a description of a "something", observed by yourself
from your front window vue Sunday afterncon. It may have been
called a 1little something by its builders at various stages in its
construction, and any resemblance to a motorcar is not coincidental.
You admit to being able to remember pipeless Harley peashooters, and
I would beg to comment that if you are of a sufficient age to do so,
then the old eyesight may be failing and you may not have been able
to recognise a "sports™ car having its first road test. I meke no
apology for having disturbed your Sunday afternoon reverie.

(Methinks you should have been putting your own car in order).
Yours, Indignant.
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Sir, I think your serial stinks. Youxrs, H.M.
(Commendably terse — Eds.)

Sir, You are to be commended upon your initiative in running a
serial. It reminds me strongly of the writings of James Joyce.
I can't understand him either. Yours, C.

(C is referred to the preface to this month's instalment of the
serial. — Eds.)

Sir, Regarding the "Comment of no Consequence” on Mercedes Bengz ®Ss
in the September issue of the Bulletin, a small inaccuracy is @
apparent concerning the suggested time for the standing start kilo-
metre. To get any figures for the kilometre from the information
given, namely average speed 100mph for a standing start mile, an
assumption of some sort must be made. It is simplest to regard

the acceleration as being constant throughout, which is not strictly
correct, as the actual acceleration would be greater than this value
at the start and less at the end of the run due to increasing wind
resistence and other losses. The figure for the kilometre would
then be 28.43 seconds, as the distance covered is proportional to
the square of the time.

It is interesting to note that the time for the standing start
quarter mile is 18 seconds if the above assumpticn held good, which
is exactly half the time for the mile. This is obviously not real-
ised in practice but with 646bhp on tap, the acceleration would still
be M™moticed" at the end of the mile as the maximum speed of the car
concerned is well in excess of 200mph.

I am open to correction here, but have an idea that the 5.6 litre
was the one which collected the world's standing start mile recc.
with an average speed of 132mph on a stretch of German autobahn.

The Auto Unions competed at the same time for the record with their
rear—-engined cars but were bezten by the Mercedes.

If anyone is interested in more arithmetic, the time for the
standing kilometre for this attempt would be 21.55 secends, again
with constant acceleration. In actual fact, prcbably two or three
secends would be knocked off, so as HGM says, these cars really
shifted.

If anyone possesses a special copy of the Autocar which used to
come out once yearly prewar with world's records standing at the
time, I am sure publication in the Bulletin of a few of the more

outstanding records would be of great interest. Yours S RIBGHS

_7._

(HGM finds he calculated the kilometre time of the car doing the
steady 100mph from a flying start and is blushing furiously. Thanks
for your letter, REH. Can anyone oblige with the Autocars mentioned?

S

Sir, Here is an old saying about the "plans of mice and men" and
it is plain that even in Car Clubs, the "aft gang agley" part can
apply.

The proposed Hutt Club seems to have created quite a stir
end this has been emphasised or aggravated by a private opinion
aéfessed in the Bulletin last month.

Perhaps future Bulletins should notify readers that 'the
expressions of opinion presented in this paper are not necessarily
the opinions of the Club Ceptain and Committee.

Now to our muttons. The idea of the prcposed new Club sprang
from a mistaken idea that Car Club enthusiasts were keen on the spread-
ing of Motor Sport and that if thousands of people could be interest-
ed in Fatty McGurk swiping a golf-ball, thousands more could be
interested in szvery phase of what is termed The Sport.

In the course of a one man membership drive 1t was found
that there were numbers of people in the Hutt Valley who were inter-
ested in Motor Sport and would be interested in Club work, but I
alse found that the majority of them could not or would not go to
Club meetings in "town" as we country people call Wellington.

That they did not wish to join a town club is no reflection
on their keenness, some are family men and have to help Mum bath
little Gerald and some find it rather a rush getting into town in
time for a full programme on Club night. As we have not long heen
agaivilized community and feel much like the pioneers of old, the
H®, Valley citizen will in the main, support a Valley enterprise
because it has its centre in his own Community. This however does
not meaen that he will not welcome others into the fold as members
of a Club, or withhold co-operation from outside clubs.

So — having due regard tc the difficulty in obtaining Marshals
from the N.Z.S.C.C. to run its own events I felt (in commen with |
other felons who shall be nameless) that if a club could be formed
in the Hutt Valley we could do a number of things, such as:-

(a) Arrange that N.Z.S.C.C. members would be able to att?nd
more events, by setting up with the Manawatu, Hawkes Bay, and Hutt
Valley Club, a programme of well spaced and chosen events.
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(b) Hold a Club night per month in the Hutt Valley, to make
two nights per month available for members of the two Clubs.

(¢) Work in closer harmony with traffic and council Author-
ities through a local club,

(d) Gain the support and perhaps Sponsorship of a business
firme

(e) Obtain more venues of a suitable type, and have a
larger range cof enthusiasts who would be willing to cc—operate, on
as many events as could be run on co-operative lines.

(f) lMutual agreement on the use of amenities provided by
each Club.

hese are only a few of the benefits to be obtained from the
setting up of a new Club in the Wellington District.

Sonic bright soul has raised the query "What's the idea of our
Club Cuptain starting a rival Club”.

The answer to that cne is that the new Club is not to be a
"rival® one but just another lot of chaps who are interested in
cars and who want to take an interest in them where it is most con-
venient, Their own town, a few minutes from home on Club nights.

The anezing thing too is that a number of them want to take
on a job!! Cne chap is actually willing to be Secretary.

For Committee members the new Club doubtless will have its
own source of drawing, encouraged of course by the thought that
five of the N.%.S.C.C. Comnittee are from the Valley and so the
job rust be simple.

" To answer any probable queries I may say that (1) The
N.Z.S.C.C. Club Captain will not have office in the new Club.

(2) The present Hutt Members of the N.Z.S.C.C. Committee will re-
main in that position until the next Club election, when membej
bathliel for thelthenour effoffice; (3) There will not be any moves
to harm the N.Z.S.C.C. which, on the contrary, should benefit by
co—operation with the new body. (4) Contrary to any impressions
caused by the paragreph in the last Bulletin, the present Committee
does not intend to make any changes in the name or cbjectives of
the N.Z.S.C.C. unless constitutionally and by request of members
through ballot.

In other words we keep the "Status quo™ in the present Club
but a new Club is being formed which will help us on the lines pre-—
viously set out here.

Of course there will be need for planning but the job can be
done and as for difficulties, well — another great men said "Don't
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think up difficulties, they will present themselves".

In conclusion FHlMEsustisay S RImEoniil by gad ae’s Guilty as
hell. Forgive me." Yours, 'Jack Kennedy.

BSolh Please remember that there is room for more members, and
we need more ccmpetitors if we are te run events. We had a good
muster for the combined P.N. and N.Z.S.C.C. Show at Otaki, but too
few at Judgeferd.

The Committee is reluctant to spend Club funds on closing roads
for speed events unless we see that these will be well attended.

WS NOTES — STAFF REPORTER

Talbots, long the snle unblown marque in Formula I racing, are
11ke1J to have stiff competition from the new 60 degree, V12, 295bhp
4¢ litre "Osca' motor hot off the drawing boards of the Maserati
Brothers. Alfas and Ferraris are reputed to be scratching their
heads, also.

That almost unblowupable engine, the good old Ford ten, looks
like being surrassed by the new Ford 1~ litre Consul and 2— 11tre
Zephyr with their large bore, short stroke engines. Your Bulletin
has been told on good auunorlty that a Continental designer was im—
ported to map out these motors. The prototypes shown at Earl's
Court were made in Detroit. Does this portend a light car for the
American domestic market? Dagenham production, we are told, won't
begin for some time — not unt11 the necessary tools can be sent from
Detroit via Marshall Aid. N.Z. should see the new models towards
the end of next year, but alas, only demonstration models by then.

" The rear—engined baby Renault (Diplomatic Corps) which caused
2n a2 stir in Wellington when it arrived, is now just part of the
landscape. Latest sensation is the 3-wheeler, front drive, 2 stroke,
80mpg, 55mph Bond Minicar. Imported by A.C. Elworthy of Gas Turbines
Ltd. who hopes to secure licences for large-scale imports. Possible
price £330-£340. Humorous types love to hold onto back to prevent

car moving when clutch let in.

Another Diplomatic car of note is a red Pugeot 203 saloon.

Also a new Studebaker with the "aero" front that, fortunately, does
not loock quite so hideous in reality as in photoglaphs.

Bob Gibbons has a Jaguar XK120 to replace the Sunbeam-Talbot.
Question: Will Bob now forseke his knitted headwear for a racing
helmet?
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A TD MG was rumoured aboard the Rangitiki, Anyone know any-—
thing about it?

The little Dyna—Panhards are evidently potent motors. 70mph
from a 7H0cec saloon is quite something. Their fcur Coupes des
Alpes in the recent Alpine Trial were a measure of their perfor-

mance.
Ken Wharton, famous English Ford-Austin trials expert, seems

to be taking seriocusly to other branches of the sport. His latest
FID, record-breaking run at Bouley Bay Hill Climb in the 1000cc
Cooper spotlighted his capabilities. Watch hinm!

@

ADVERTISEMENTS

With considerable regret my A.C. is offered for szle. En—
quiries from enthusiasts will be welcome. Exchange or trade-in
considered. - Trevor Wickham, 30 Steyne Ave., Plimmerton.

Wanted, crankshaft for 1933 Riley Nine R.R. Burke, 65
Kurahaupo St., Orakei, Auckland, S.E.Z2.

FAMOUS LAST WORDS.

On arrivel at the social which concluded the Manawatu Club's
Rally, I found the assembled enthusiasts spread around in small
groups. A moment's eavesdropping revealed the main topic of
chatter to be one "special from Wellington. Such hackneyed re-
merks as ™ot of this world" and "Prehistoric monster" were being
bandied about. Then clearly above the confused babble was heard
a remark which seemed to satisfy both critic and enquirer alikey
"It loocks like a grader !" — Contributed.

1950 NORTH ISLAND RALLY — R.C.

This year's main touring event, the North Island Rally, was
run Friday and Saturday, 20th and 21st October. Owing to the dif-
ficulty of giving a full report of all cars competing over five dif-
ferent 380 mile routes, we shall tour the Wellington starters!
course with Hugo Hollis and Roy Cowan and find what fortunes befell
these two Wellington warriors.

Hugo, in the supercharged MG, being under 1900cc, had te aver-
age 2bmph and departed from the Wellington Railway Station at 7.28pm
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on Friday. Hugo's able navigator was none less than Geof Easterbrook-
Smith, and we are assured by Hugo that they did not once navigate on

to the wrong side of the road-side fence! Half an hour after Hugo's
departure, Roy Cowan in the giant Sunbeam Special, with Club Captain
Jack Kennedy as his intrepid navigator, thundered northward in an
attempt to average 28mph.

The run to Palmerston North was reported by both drivers as un—
exciting, Roy commenting that although they were only travelling at
35mph, they were not once overtaken by other road users. Hugo was
followed for a short period by a traffic inspector, apparently in-

t sted in the Rally number the MG was displaying. Having checked
in ¥t Palmerston North, Hugo and Geof set off for Napier, still a
short time ahead of Roy and Jack who were due to overhaul the MG
about Napier, if both cars were running to schedule. Shortly after
leaving Palmerston, both cars ran into misty rain which slowly
thickened till, on reaching Napier, rain was falling steadily. At
Napier, competitors were greeted by Allan Luttrell (Carlton Hotel
prop.) and Mr. Marriot. A very fine supper was turned on. e
hospitality was so warm that one Palmerston competitor stayed much
too long and had to work hard to make up lost time.

After Napier, Roy, who had the higher average speed to maintain,
was now leading Hugo. Hugo departed from the Napier check with the
one idea of overhauling the larger cars before reaching the hills on
the road to Taihape, having no wish to be baulked on this very dif-
ficult seection, The three leading Wellington cars were quickly
caught and owing to some small navigational error, quickly detected
by Hugo's master map reader, shot off down a wrong turning and thus
allowed the MG to slip through and continue at high speed.

_ The climb now started. The road was in very bad shape after
a "zk's heavy rain and much use by heavy trucks. It was now that
many competitors started to lose their rich supper. The MG, now in
the lead, pressed on, visibility decreased to about 30ft. with thick
mist and heavy rain, What with the greasy road and the mist, great
concentration was needed to follow the road and try to maintain the
set average. The MG swocped down a hill to be greeted by a flat
wooden bridge and a slight right turn. The car skidded and came to
rest on an even keel but definitely at the wrong angle to the bridge.
Trying to back out of trouble, Hugo put a front wheel over the edge
and allowed the MG to sit on its sump, Gecf just managed to check
his exit from the car when he noticed he was enthusiastically step-
ping on to 30 or 40ft. of nothing above a cold little stream. In a
few minutes, help arrived in the form of Peter Porteous and crew and
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(Continuation of 1950 North Island Rally)

within ten minutes the MG was speeding on its way again. But
Peter had lost ten minutes that he was unable to make up in spite
of a magnificent effort over the abominable roads to Taihape.

Roy now had discovered his mistake in navigation and, in
trying to turn, stalled his engine in an inconvenient dished section
of the road. By some super-humen effort, Jack and Roy pushed the
monstreus Sunbeam sufficiently up one side of the hellow to allow
a rolling start, and a return to the correct route. The Sunbeam
by now was suffering from several small mechanical ailments, the
battery was flat through the lights taking more amps than the gen~-
rator wanted to give. The motor was not pulling as it should h‘,.;,
and the gears had to be used a great deal. Also the radiators
were boiling and frequent stops for water had te be made. The road
now was deteriorating still more, the surface was muddy and the Sun-
beam's wheels made a first class job of transferring the mud to the
windscreen, making it necessary for the pilot to look round the side
of the screen and expose his features to a mud treatment. Some of
the climbing left-hand turns were such that it became impossible to
see where the road went, and several times Roy found the Sunbeam
being driven where there was no road. Through all this, we are
told, Jack uttered not a word and turned not one hair. What a
passenger !

A river was forded, several rabbit gates opened and shut, then
2 greyish tinge in the misty murk heralded the dawm. As daylight,
broke, so the weather cleared, and a beautiful, crisp morning greeted
the MG as it arrived in Taihape dead on time. Hugo and Geof and the
MG were the only competitors to complete the Napier—Taihape section
without loss of time and marks. Roy lost nearly two hours on this
section.
From Taihape to the finish at Palmerston North was plain sg!i—
ing for the MG, but Roy had two hours to make up and had to go "great
guns”, It must have been an awe inspiring sight to see and hear the
great aluminium Sunbeam being hurled through the twisty, hilly sec-
tion after Taihape in an attempt to make up time. Unfortunately,
ghe water bogey still harassed the Sunbeam, hampering the gallant

ash,

Hugo and Geof checked in at Palmerston North in good time, but
Roy and Jack were over an hour late., After all competitors had ar-
rived from the five starting points the eliminating tests were com-
menced. These were held on a gravel road to the Awapuni Race Course.
All competitors were dog tired and made silly mistakes. The dust
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was terrific and did not help to improve tempers. The tests dragged
on till 4.30pm by which time several competitors had retired from
sheer exhaustion. A gallant fight was being staged by two youths from
Auckland in a '27 Auetin "Chummy"till they bounced off the high curbd
and bent the front axle and collapsed a wheel.

The eventual winner of the Rally, George Trask of Feilding,
driving a '37 Singer 9 Saloon, was driving most unobtrusively but ex-
tremely well and consistently, putting up good times in all tests.

The bigger cars were at a distinct disadvantage in most of the
tc@P, and a Fiat 500 appeared to be the ideal vehicle.

After completing two of the eliminating tests, Roy packed up
and drove back to Wellington. Hugo, however, remained and collected
a well deserved third place.

0f all the 33 competitors only one failed to finish, The mud-
diest cars to arrive at the finish were the Wellington group, they
undoubtedly having had the most difficult route with which to cope.
The first three Rally placings were:— (1) G. TRASK, Singer 9, (2) M.
PAGE, Morris 8, (3) H. HOLLIS, MG TC.

On the Sunday following the Rally a bodywork competition was
held and judged by Mrs. A.S. Farland and Mr. Selwyn Molesworth.
Trevor Tawse collected first place with his Wolsely, Peter Porteous
second with the Morris Oxford, and a Humber Ten third. In the
Sports Car Class, Bill Hanna took the honours with his MG 7C, while
Hugo made the grade for second place with his very muddy MG.

SPECIALS GEN - STAFF REPORTER.

George Smith of Auckland, who drove a hotrod Ford V8 at Chakea,
hasgpuilt a monoposto V8 Special. Whereas the hotrod swallowed
Ge b's bulk without effort, the new model has more difficulty and
George fills the high, narrow cockpit more than somewhat. A very
potent job this, colilecting FTD at its first outing at a WSCC Hill

Climb. :
G¢. Postlewaite, also of Auckland, has built himself a rear—

engined roadster called Nurod (hope he doesn't need one suddenly).

Reported to be the first rear—engined car to be built in New Zealagd.
Pat Hoare's RA II Special (Christchurch) is evidently something

ed Vauxhall 12 engine. A talkative expert was

Fill Climb disclosing that the motor

lower was doing its stuff at

)  His acceleration

Hard luck his

now. Supercharg
overheard at the Governor's Bay
ran on a 16 to 1 com ratio and the b
12 1bs. (My word ! What holds it together? — Eds.

left long black rubber strips out of the corners.
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first run, which had all the earmarks of FID, was untimed. Ran
out of road on his second run and bent the tiller.

. MeLean was driving the Cooper 500 at the above and clocked
FTD in 1-51.11 secs. Hec Green (Wolseley) second, 1-54.02. Fred
Sharman in his new V8 Special managed 1-57.19. Bill Cope won the
Vintage Class (750cc) in his Austin 7 in 2-51.40. Bill is reputed
to have three cars in his stable now — the Ulster Austin, his V8
coupe (which rumour has it is now supercharged and being special-
jsed) and a Ford 10.

Here in Wellington, Alan Freeman has sold the Thompson to
Frank Shuter of Cambridge and Allan is reduced to commandeering ' 2
his brother's 250 SV BSA for which he is charged 3d per mile.

Jack Cottrell has disposed of his beautifully bodied Ford 10
Special and, still Ford 10 minded, has fitted a Ford 10 motor to
an MG Magna.

John McMillan has quite a number of odd parts made for his new
special, but there is still no chassis to see, yet the car is
booked in for the New Year races at Nelson! Roy Cowan has been
burning the candle at both ends (and in the middle) to finish his
vast Sunbeam Special for the N.I.Rally. Bob Bagnall is very
occupied rebuilding the Citroen-Ford V8. Front suspension is
still swing-axle but this time with ceil springs.

A Ford A Special is well under way in the Hutt area, and it
certainly looks as though it should be quite a car, with very
much lowered chassis and double-% elleptics at the front. Cooling
and carburation seem to be current problems. Typical attitude of
builder: sitting on box with worried frown.

The Clapperton Zip Heater (boiling water at a touch of the
throttle) is having its plumbing altered. Due for s bodys Seon T as
There is a very potent special being built locally, tubular chaﬁ!ﬂ;
with IFS and possibly IRS, and over 100bhp on tap, all very light
but so very hush-hush, O01llie Cottrell is building another special
Ford 10 motor and old standard chassis with Ford T diff and
Standard hubs and brakes. Roy Cowan has sold the Rover Meteor.

AGATHA versus THE GODS
Our Serial —— by Gordand D.G.Markerton
(Note: The Editors apologise for the remarkable number of

compositing, clerical, spelling and plain silly errors which crept
into the first instalment of our breathtaking serial, For

= =

instance, ™untidy motorcyclists" should have been "untidily
motorcyclic™ and "duet" should have been "dust™ (possibly some
thought it was "suet" advancing across the desert road). These
and other blues and the fact that the instalment ended in the
middle of a sentence made the episode rather more difficult to
understand than we believe the authors intended).

We stayed several days in Keri Keri. The heat was intense.
Agatha bore up bravely and did all that was asked of her. Some
measure of the heat can be gauged from the candle that Dave had left

k in a bottle in his tent. It was found in the evening droop-
ing like a dead flower, and saved from complete collapse only by
the wick running through it.

In due time Agatha was loaded again until the springs groaned.
But this time with extra cans of petrol and two new bods in the form
of Erie and Ray. All camping gear was left behind and Agatha was
briefed for a quick dash to the utmost tip of New Zealand. We
decided to keep to the road instead of the more usual way via the
Ninety-mile Beach.

Again it was no doubt those troublesome and interfering gods
who prompted the decision. They had let us be for quite some time,
had lulled us into believing they had tired of their sport, and the
road as far as Te Keo, at least, gave us no cause to change our
opinion.

But from there on there was virtually no road. Just a vast
expanse of desolate sand dunes, sifting into everything on the
breeze and reflecting the sun with eye-aching intensity. Agatha
churned on through sand drifts, over rocks, through sand drifts,
:‘ tussock, through sand drifts, and so on interminably. The

rcyclists churned and wobbled and dabbed with their feet as
slowly but inexorably the cavalcade moved forward. You could see
the glint in Agatha's eye. Darned if she was going to be baulked
by a bit of sand so near to the goal. She snorted and blew steam
and shook her transmission as she plunged on. Four hours for the
last twenty miles! But Agatha made it. Up to Te Paki Agatha
panted, and stood with heaving flanks and exhaust ticking triumph-
antly. Round four to Agatha.

Te Paki is the northernmost point of habitation and the dis-
tincticn of being the inhabitant belongs to a large brawny Scotsman
complete with kilts and an accent so broad that an interpreter would
naviesheenshel phuilt Ostensibly it was a sheep run, but we had seen
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neither sheep nor grass for many miles, However his greatest
concern when he saw us was how we had ever negotiated the Troad!.
for he had considered it impassible for many years. (Take a bow,
Agatha). He was also adamant that we should not proceed further
northwards for there lay a deserted Air Force radar station to
which strangers were not allowed.

However we were not to be turned from
in any case, because of his brogue, we could quite easily have
misunderstood his intention. Maybe he was actually inviting us
forward

As we couldn't be sure, we headed for the Ninety-Mile Beach
and home, then when out of sight of the old Scotsman, changed |,
direction for the north once again. Aspurrilaus trick that
Agatha enjoyed as much as anyone.

The road was now quite good, as it was naturally the Air
Force supply road from the beach and we made good time. Suddenly
as Agatha breasted a fair sized hill the panorama we had come all
these miles to observe spread out before us. Ocean, boundless
ocean, blue and sparkling, stretching northwards as far as we
could see. Below, Pandora and Spirits Bay. Southwards and top
the highest hill was the radar station. Turning off the good
road we wound down a track that led to a promontory that proved
to be the farthest point north that was possible to a motor
vehicle. We struck an attitude. Good old Agatha. Not many
women have done the trip from Wellington to the tip of New
Zealand in their underwear.

The solitude, the loneliness,the very vastness of nature
like some huge, sleeping animal that should not be disturbed
took hold of us and it was a thoughtful septet that climbed
slowly back up the steep track for the radar station. Its up
to you, Agatha old girl. Break down now and welve had it. @&

e )

(Will Agatha break down? Will they get as far as the radar
station ... or have the gods au ace up their sleeves? Order
your next month's Bulletin NOW!)

Club Secretary: Bob Bagnall, 41 Nicholson Road, Wellington N5,
Phone 37-348.

Club Captain: Jack Kennedy, 13 William Grove, Lower Hutt.
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EDITORIAL - Omission

A Correspondent in this issue draws attention to an unfortumnate
omission in the 1list of Editors quoted in last month's Editorial.

We refer, of course, to Eric Honey. ZEric was elected co-Editor with
Toby Easterbrook—Smith at the last General Meeting, and the produc—
ti end of the excellent July Bulletin was his responsibility. In
0 opinion this July issue was one of the best (we could perhaps be
excused for calling it a "Honey" of an issue) and we feel that it is
a pity that the old bugbear of finance prohibits the printing of
similar issues each month,

SUBMISSION,

Previous Editors were always stressing the need to "Please
Write for YOUR Bulletin'. We warn you. We are going to be Jjust
as bad. Worse, maybe. It's not that we can't fill up the Bulle-
tin each month. It's just that ... well, it's not our Bulletin,
It s yourse Every member's, from the newest recruit to the origi-
nal foundation members. And we feel that the Bulletin ought to
reflect your views, your opinions, and your feelings on all aspects
of motor sport. So what about it, fellows? Don't be shy. Dor't
imagine you can't write well enough (think of the Editors and take
heart). If you really don't like writing then just tell us your
story and we will write it up for you, with or without your name.
The point we want to get across is that every member, yes, we said
every member has something interesting for the Bulletin if he only
kq g, Just think how you natter at the monthly meetings...
werl, quite a bit of what you say would make snappy pars for the
Bulletin, Yes, that's right, we want Club gossip as well as tech-
nical stuff, We want the gen on what's going on around the place
as well as serious discourses on performance formulae, brake mean
effective pressures and what have you. Let!'s make the Bulletin
really interesting. Let's keep it alive. We need your help to
do that. Suggestion: How about starting off with a letter to
the Editors?

This being the last Bulletin before Christmas, the Editors
would like to take this opportunity of wishing Club-nembers all
the best for their holiday notoring, and trust that 1951 will
prove & record year for "The Sport" in New Zealand.




DATES TO NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR

Thursday, 14th December —— Club monthly meeting, Victoria League
Roems s 08plme Possibly no January meeting but you will be ad-
vised by circuler.

Saturdey, 20th January —- Beach Race, Waikanae,

Saturday, 24th February — Hill Climb, Paekakariki.

JANUARY 1951 BULLETIN

Owing to the difficulty of having a Bulletin cyclostyled duri the
Christmas period (not to mention the difficulty of Editorial Q,J—
pilation during the festive season) no Bulletin will be produced
for January, but there will be a bumper February issue, (we hope).

NEWS NOTES — Staff Reporter.

Our reference last month to the Bond Minicar inspired "Modern
Motoring!" to refer in an advertisement to ... 197cc engine, 70-90
mph cruising.

Besides the Peugeot and Renault mentioned last month, the
Staff Detective has noticed the following in Wellington: buck-—

toothedBuick(the dentist's delight), massive bulbous Mercury, Chrys-

ler Windsor (very conventional looking), Corgi folding motorcycle,
(ideal for your handbag), and at least two privately owned rear
engined Renault babies.

After the BRM fizzer (latest report: both BRM's retired with
engine trouble in the Barcelona Grand Prix), it's nice to turn to
the motorcycle boys and learn that the British Team in the Inter—
national Six Days Trial covered themselves with glory. They gin—

ished the 1300 miles-of rough mountain tracks without losing ark.

The second team (Austria) lost 1225 marks! Appalling weather,
appalling surfaces, high speed schedules. Toughest event of its
kind in the world.,

Jaguars have done it again. Leslie Johnson & Co. averaged
107.46 mph for 24 hours at Montlerey in an XK120. Ron. Roycroft
is rumoured to have an XK120. Bric Honey has returned to Welling-
ton after a spell in Dargaville. So one of the Club's best wor-—
kers has returned to the fold. Welcome home, Eric! Nice to see
George Bray about again after his protracted illness. Heec. Green
is reported to be building a new special. Vanguard motor from a
Ferguson tractor, with a Green-made head being the power unit.
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John McMillan's new special is meking amazing progress. One
day there is no chassis — the next there is. Ollie Cottrell pro-—
poses using an Ansaldo sengime, 1f he can find: pistons.

It would appear your Staff Reporter backed the wrong horse
last month with his comment that Ferraris were reputed to be
scratching their heads at the new &% litre unblown Osca. Their
own new unblown A%litre V12 Ferrari made its debut at Monza last
September, Fangio and Farina were driving super boost Alfas,
reputed to develop 360-370bhp, but the Farrari in Ascari's capable

ands was easily as fast. Fangio blew up two Alfas trying to
ol wplaE IneTeEngl This new Ferrari does almost 10mpg against the
usual 2mpg of an Alfa or a ACTL Maserati and weighs only 13.9 cwt.
What chance the BRM now?

Some phenomenal speeds were obtained at Bathurst (Australia)
last October. Some of the more creditable were:— A, Rizzo (2%
litre Riley Saloon) 114.72mph. P. Damman (Citroen 6 Saloon) 90.49
mph., A, Davison (2.9 Alfa—Romeo) 131.4mph. D. Whiteford (Ford
V8 special) 130.lmph. D. Jolly (Austin 7 special) 81.81lmph.

n spite of these high speeds by other cars a Jaguar XK120 managed
only 108.47mph, and a 1000cc Cooper only 114.03mph. Photo elec—
tric timing over a i mile in a mile long straight during the races.

REPORT MONTHLY MEETING, Thursday, November 9th. —— D.M,

Qur Programme Dept., Hervey Cooke and Peter Porteous, turned
on something new in the way of evening entertainment. Two quizes
on motoring topics. The first, a "guess" at traffic instructions
from the initials of various signs seen around the city, caught out
2 lot of unobservant people. I would still like to know what T.S.

S Sreachs) TP The other quiz was a "21 and out" on motoring

opHCss How amezingly easy it is when you know the answer, but
when you are groping in the dark it provides the others with a lot
of fun. The "No Entry" sign at Hunter Street completely baffled
one group who, as a penalty, had to meke supper. All other groups
guessed their answer. Two specials were very aptly described as
mainly mineral with bits of vegetable attached. Secretary Bob
Bzgnall gave a short talk, one of a series he had promised to give.
The topic was the history and development of steering.

REPORT — VISIT TO FORD FACTORY, Monday November 27th. —— H.G.M.

Members turned out in force. It was unfortunate that the
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Company's technicians were apparently completely unaware of our
identity, imeagining that the more than forty people present were
all from the Hutt Club. The tour of the factory was both pleasant
and instructive, Most impressive were the tiers of cases in the
crane bay, and the tremendous expanse of the main floor area.

Mouth watering to "specialists" were the stacks of engines and rear
and front axle assemblies, From Ford one somehow expected a con—
tinuous, coherent assembly "chain" but probably due to our route -
and to the difficulty of hearing explanations, the impression was
one of numerous separate lines running every which way. The o —
fusion, of ccurse, was only in our minds and not a fact, but ti
thoug ht occurs that it might be helpful to see a plan of the fac—
tory with the "flow" clearly marked before commencing such tours.
Our thanks to the Ford Company for an excellent evening, and par-
ticularly to Mr, Flett and his assistants who gave us all the ans—
wers — except to the query "How do you stop a V8 from beiling in
competitions, ™ lembers adjourned to the Oddfellows Hall for tea,
biscuits and noggins, with the Hutt Club Members. Most pleasant.

REPORT WHITEMAN'S VALIEY, November 26th — HGM

Same paddock and steep loose hill as last year, Competi-
tors plus some half dozen spectator cars. Debut of the massive
Cowan Sunbean in its aero-Allard guise at a Club meeting. Every—
one suitably impressed. Ex—Cowan Rover also present, minus nose
plus large naked radiator. Another naked radiator was sported by
the McMillan Delage, but the P100!'s gleamed magnificently. Spec—
tating was the impressive ex—Arthur, ex-Kennedy, ex-Clapperton,
ex—pensive Sunbeam, still complete with jinx in that only 5 pistons
were present (the sixth main having disintegrated). Hugol's M
sounded as nice as ever.

First event was timed climb up steepest and loosest portion
©hE paE Jas il Bald rear tyres caused some of the bigger cars to
spin the hill out to double its length. Next came a start test
wherein competitors had to get under way on a steep loose pinch
without wheelspin or running back, Then a slow hill climb, foot
ofsfi theNelutchy Then an acceleration and brake test down portion
of the hill, Competitors had two runs each in all the above
tests, then came a "oncer" in the form of a timed wiggle—woggle.

A cup of tea, nicely manuka flavoured, and biscuits completed the
day. Thank you, Bryan Foote and Kevin Boyd who organised the do.

- H -
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RESULTS (1ose 1 p01nt e ns s slower than fastest)

Driver Car TEST TIMES AND POINTS

H. Hollis . MG/TC 2,30, 0890 20 70,
R.Clapperton | Austin 16 33.2-5.4 10-0: 91,0-8,2 | 8.
0.Cottrell | Hillman : 38.4-11.110-0: 87.4-11.311.
M.Campbell | Ford V8 | 36.1-8,3 10-0 85.2-14 13.
R.Calder . Ford 10 :37.3-10 10-0 65.0-34,210.
R. Cowan . Sunbeam :52.3-25 10-3 57,0-42,212,
R gaBrien . Ford V8. i36.2-8.4 10-0;86.4-12. 310.
. AN®Beath . Rover  44.3-17 10-0 62.2 -37
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AGATHA versus THE GODS

Our Serial —— by Gordand D.G. Markerton

Agatha, of course, didn't break down. The road was atrocious,
the gradient beyond imagination. Yet Agatha never faltered. Even
the motor bikes had to be assisted up the steepest part, but Agatha
pushed on regardless and finally inched her fat tyres over the last
crest and flopped to a standstill in front of the radar station.

We'd made it! Round five to us.

It was a jubilant party that set about organising camp for the
night. With no camping gear we just naturally moved into the sta-
tion buildings. There were six of these - large, commodiocus, and
apparently deserted. There was a resevoir and a high look-—out
tower, One building housed two beautiful big diesel generating sets
— and the decor was not even shut. We eyed the engines longingly but
decided reluctantly that they were not quite suitable for a "special.”

% chose the orderly room for our quarters, It had large win-
dows at commanded the magnificent sweep of the bays below with the
surf a great white fringe stretching for miles. Faintly, away to
the north in the fading light, could be seen the Three Kings. West-
ward a solitary lighthouse blinked monotonously.

Dave was our chief chef, and in honour of the occasion prepared
a terrific Pandora Stew, A kerosene tin was filled with onions,
potatoes, tomatoes and fat and an attempt made to fry them "in situ”.
The result was a thick brown mess of a stew that smelt marvellous
and tasted out of this world. We set to with a will., Came time
for a secornd helping and Snow went forth te the fire, (Naturally we
had built it outside). The fire was out and the stew was cold. Well
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and truly cold for it had congealed into a solid fatty cake that
would have taken an axe to wrench loose from the tin. We decided
unanimously against a second helping.

That night, seven tired men slept like logs on the hard floor
and voted it as comfortable a rest as a feather bed. Outside in
the moonlight Agatha and the bikes dreamt of their accomplishments
and smiled as they slept. Back in the hills the gods looked on
benignly at the successful culmination of our plans and mused over
what the next few days might bring forth.

We stirred early next morning. Agatha and the bikes were
filled with petrol from the cans, and our gear stowed away in '.
Agatha's broad stern. We were soon on the road scuth and re
traced our wheel tracks back past Te Puki. To reach the upper
end of the Ninety mile beach we had to travel down a stream bed
for no less than one and a half miles, To make things exciting
the stream bed was mostly quicksand which prevented us from stop-
ping to admire the scenery. Not that there was much to admire
to be sure, for we were travelling between huge hills of sand,
often over one hundred feet high. Sand 211 round us, sand under
our wheels, sand as far ghead as we could see. A desolate waste
indeed. It was not until the beach drew nearer that there was
any relief to the monotony of sand, and this was nothing more than
occasional scraggy shrubs clinging perilously to life in this bar—
ren wilderness. There was no other sign of life anywhere. No
animals, no birds, Imagine our surprise then when we emerged on-
to the beach to be confronted with a sign post pointing- southwards
to Waipapakauri, ‘

The beach itself was at once exhilarating and depressing.
Exhilarating in its prospect of a flat out "blind" and depressing
in its sheer vastness. It was at least half a mile wide, A
stiff southerly wind, drummed up by the gods for the occasion,
blew a sheet of dry sand up the beach at hub cap level. Ihits
driving sand was like a carpet over the entire beach so that we
had the appearance of travelling fast axle deep in sand. A pecu-
liar sensation. Landward were low black tussock covered sand—
hills, seaward was the Tasman, grey and white flecked in the wind.
Before us, mile after mile of beach. The run down was without
incident. We struck very little soft sand and the time for the
fifty miles, including stops for photographs and a detour over the
rocky outcrop half way down made necessary by the high tide, was
under the hour.
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At Waipapakauri we climbed off the beach. We were bowling
merrily along the road, with Agatha glad to be on a hard surface again
and showing her high spirits by pinging the gravel against her sides,
when one of the crew espied a cake of chocolate right in our path.
Manna from heaven! We slewed to a stop and retrieved it. A little
further on a balaclava was found, then a playing card. Then another
card and another, What was this? A treasure hunt? Eventually we
had collected a whole pack of cards and a miscellaney of other ob-
jects as well. Had the gods relented and were they now showering us
with gifts? The mystery was solved when we caught up with Bush
ridig blithely along, unconscious of the fact that the cover of his
pack Tiad come undone and was spewing the contents along the road !
The amazing thing was that we had recovered every article that had
been dropped. Truly the gods were kind. Poor mugs us, we went on
our way rejoicing.

At Eeri Keri it happened, The heavens opened and we were vir-—
tually flcoded out of our camp. This meant packing in the rain, and
after bidding adieu to Ray and Eric, resumed our homeward journey
with ourselves and everything else thoroughly sozked. Still we were
in high spirits and laughed at the gods. Let it rain now, we were
homeward bound.

It never pays to tempt fate, We know that now. For a malig-
nant devil crept beneath Agatha, and with a mighty crack and a tre-
mendous subsidance, broke the main leaf of the rear spring. We
worked in the mud and wet as best we could to make the ends secure,
and with muddy tempers as well as clothes finally crawled ahead.
Dave and Jack mounted the pillion seats of the bikes leaving Snow to
guide Agatha as gently as he could, With no rear suspension the
Jjolting was horrible. Poor, once jaunty Agatha, crawled painfully
onwgs, her tailsbetween her legs. Fifteen hours later she
shuiTled on to the ferry for the trip across the harbour to Auckland
in the early hours of the morning. Round six to the gods. But
definitely §

Two days later Ron and Snow were lying prone under Agatha in a
local garage, struggling manfully to fit a new spring with two extra
leaves., The air around them was quivering with descriptive grammar
when who should poke his friendly face under Agatha but our then
Bulletin Editor, accompanied by his wife! The banging and the
grammar stopped simultaneously, but it is still unknown whether his
wife has yet forgiven the offenders., That round went to the gods
too, methinks.
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Agathals Spring was finally fitted, and with her tail in
the air once more, she loped home via Taupo and Napier. The
appearance of the Editor was the gods last pleasantry, for
Agatha reeled in the road under her flying wheels without so
much as a hiccough, and with two thousand miles showing on her
speedometer, breasted into Khandallah with as much verve as
when she had set out two weeks previously. We had lasted the
distance and finished full of fight. THE END.

A RUN TO REMEMBER — Saddle Road Hill Climb, Saturday, Nov.llth.‘

The morning was bright and clear as we motored briskly
northwards from Wellington, The car was a supercharged "TC!
M.G., the driver Hugo Hollis, and the destination, Saddle Road,
Ashurst, There were all the requisits for a splendid day's
motoring. Quickly Tawa Flat, Porirua and Plimmerton were left
behind, the M.G, showing its amazing ability to devour the miles
in almost complete silence, Apart from a short burst of almost
90 per., which speed was obtained very readily and without fuss,
a very moderate cruising speed was maintained. Even so we were
climbing Saddle Road in little over two hours after leaving Wel—
lington.

The official practice runs were due to commence at 11 a.m,
By 11 30 a,m. the mud—grip tyres had been fitted to the M,G's
rear wheels, the engine room checked and the plugs changed,
Still there were very few competitors, and officials were very
busy organising the timing. The first practise run toek place
22 O m A1l rather in the N.Z.S.C,C. tradition!

During practise Hugo and Ewen Faulkner in his Ford V8 Spe
cial put up equal fastest times. All competitors and spectato
then adjourned for lunch, Tea was supplied and soft drinks were
obtainable.

By 2 p.m, all competitors were present and a return was made
to the more serious business, From the spectator point of view

the day was rather spoilt by the number of slow -and uninteresting

saloons competing. I am afraid an 8 h.p. saloon will never hold
the spectators interest at a speed event, However, the proceed-
ings were enlivened by the two Manawatu stalwarts, Ewen Faulkner
with his Ford V8 Special and Fordy Farland with the Singer—Buick,
also the Wellington contestant Hugo Hollis with the M.G. The
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blood and thunder driving display was supplied by two young chaps
who, it would appear, have purchased Bert Creswell's V8 Special
These fellows were full of enthusiasm, but unfortunately were hand-
icapped by undergearing and a most unmanageable craft. On almost
every run (they did six between them) the spectators would be
treated to a wild slide or an attempt at ramming either the fence
or some handy bank.

Hugo drove very steadily but deceptively fast, and in complete
silence, to record F.T.D. and equal the record of 59 2/5 secs.
Nega came Ewen Faulkner. Ewen indulged in one or two wide slides
b he car appeared to be under control at all times. Fordy
with the Singer Buick moved an awful lot of gravel at the start
with his ground-grip tyres, but was very cautious on the rest of
the hill, though still managing to beat the ex—Creswell V8. It is
interesting to note that the first three cars made silent climbs,
and that some of the noisiest cars were the slowest.

The sport over for the day, and feeling well satisfied with the
victory, we packed our gear and headed for Eric Honey's home in
Palmerston North. Having changed the tyres and plugs, and eaten
a light tea the return journey was commenced. The sun khad set
and at last the air was cool and refreshing. Hood down, we motor—
ed rapidly south through the growing dusk and variety of country
evening aromas, The MG buzzed merrily, as though happy at her
success, the miles ticked by and all too soon we were running
through the outskirts of Wellington. Just short of two hours after
leaving Palmerston North we were home,

Now all I have to remind me of that very pleasant day are my
memories and a very sunburnt nose ! - Contributed.

_‘

DEFINITELY NON  STANDARD — T

Those who were at last year's Nelson Beach meeting may have some
difficulty in recognising one of the cars which was competing there
when they go down to Tehuna this New Year. A fearsome weapon which
hurled vast quantities of sand at all the other competiters, and
eventually a wheel at the crowd, is the one to which we refer - yes,
thats it, Jack Tucker's blown Ford V8.

Now coated in a rather bulky, but stoutly built and eyepleasing
single seater body, the car is one of the more interesting of New
Zealand's specials. To start from the beginning, the chassis and
front axle is Rugby. The motor is a standard 1938 Ford V8 with
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only three points in its makeup altered. Firstly a large sump
has been fitted with tubes running through a la Bugatti to do some-
thing about oil temperatures, a McCullough blower sits on top of
the motor with it's carburettor poking up into a snorket device on
the bonnet top, and the whole has been assembled a thought more
carefully than most Fords. A normal Ford V8 gearbox sits at the
back of this with a left hand control fitted to it. A short prop
shaft takes the drive to the rear axle which incorporates a 3%.78
Model A crown wheel and pinion. The front springs are semi
elliptic and are damped hydraulically, while the rear axle is
mounted on quarter elliptics and is positioned by massive radius
arms incorporating friction shock absorbers. The vital ess 2
is stored in an 18 gallon aluminium tank, ex Vincent aireraifit:
sitting rather high in the tail. Water, and Ford V8 pressure
cooker tendencies are attended to by a large radiator mounted
slightly ahead of the front axle. Brakes are mechanical, being
operated by foot and a large right hand lever.

After walking around the creation several times, the motor
was started and I was told to get in. This I did with far more
ease than certain other cars I can think of. The seating posit-
ion was very good for me, and the padded aluminium bucket seat
gave supprort without digeging into the anatomy. Brake and gear
levers were handy, and instruments could be seen without having
to shift the head position. Instruments were quite sufficient,

a temperature gauge for each bank of cylinders, oil pressure,
boost gauge and a large rev counter being among those present.
Having sat in it, wriggled in it, tentatively shoved and twitched
the accelerator, clutch, gear and brake levers, I was told to take
it away and drive it.

Nelson people must be either well trained or terrorised, As
I drove through the town towards the Port, no adult gave mor nan
a cursory glance, and not one small child pointed a finger to say
"coo a ricer", or alternatively "look at the funny motor car.! Almost
chivatiiSisedS gneNmi it s oy With the rear wheels carrying 5.50 x
19 tyres the gearing provides a thought under 24mph per 1000 rpm.
and pottering along with 1200 r.p.m. the car suggested just that,
pottering, with no thought of bags of surplus power about any—
where.,

Clear of the Port, and still in top gear I pushed down the
hard pedeal. The motor coughed a little, and staggered up to
2000 rpm, Then the car went 1livid hit me in the back and took
off with the revs rising very rapidly indeed. My first

i

experience with a centrifugal blower bore out all the text book
readings — very little power low down but bags of the stuff up top.
Ithad been gently suggested that I didn't take the car over 5000
in the intermediates, and I had been warned that the wheels had not
been balanced, and that one of the front ones was believed well out.
From the way it started to dance at a little over 7O the belief was
well held. Steering was accurate but perhaps a little heavy, corners
could be taken quite fast with no sign of break away. Disconcerting
however was the occurence on three or four occasions of sudden "hops"
bhiesrearsaxilien The cause of this may have been the unbalanced
ls, although contributing perhaps was the fact that the rear
spring base is very narrow.

Some standing starts on the road to Richmond showed that 5000
appeared on the clock in bottom very rapidly, and in second elmost
as quickly. However they only appeared once as I don't like risk-
ing other people's machinery and remaining starts only went up to
4,500. The change is a little slow, but with practice quite good
results were achieved. This is most necessary, as the gaps in the
gears are such that unless the change is made quickly there is a
tendency for engine speed to fall below the critical 2000 rpm mark,
80 m.p.h. was easily attained with a lot of throttle left to go,
but no attempt was made to go beyond 3,400 as what was happening to
the front wheels was certainly not going to be my business. A
casual baker's van emerging from a driveway, showed the brakes to
be most efficient, but not evenly adjusted.

On the way back the road over the hill was chosen, and
thoroughly enjoyed. Using the gears with a will, the summit was
reached in an astonishingly short time, judicious use of the

ottle swinging the back end round sharp bends without any sugg-
“ion of things going too far, and acceleration was capable of
spinning the wheels out of the corners. Second gives approximately
14 m.p.h. per 1000, which would be very nice if there was a third
between it and top, but even though top gear hill acceleration was
excellent, I couldn't help wishing for the additional ratio. fil'e
drop down into Nelson was done and downward changes made at the
intersection to swing round to Jack's garage where the owner tried
to conceal his relief that it had been returned in one piece.

A most exhilarating car to drive, but one on which judgment
cannot be fully passed while the wheels and brakes were not adjusted.
I feel that as with most cars with character, a certain amount of
getting to know must be indulged in, but once one had been properly




=2t =

introduced, a very pleasant vehicle. The main feeling was one of
solidity, unburstability, and it will be interesting to see how
Jack fares with it in the coming season.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS.

Sir, It was interesting to read the list of past Editors in the
November editorial. However, I think I am correct in stating that
the name of Eric Honey should have been included as co-editor with
Toby Easterbrook-Smith last year. YoumsiEHACTS, .

Sir, Reference Mercedes-Benz records, while I have no information
of the standing mile the following details of the flying mile
record taken from the book quoted by HGM, "Motor Racing with
Mercedes—-Benz", may be of interest; — On January 28th, 1938,

Rudolf Caracciola in a streamlined Mercedes on the Frankfurt -
Darmstadt Autobehn did the flying mile at the average speed of
268.3mph. The same day Bernd Rosemeyer was killed trying to recap-
ture this record in the Auto-Union, which had previously achieved
253 mph in October, 193%7. Yours, INTERESTED.

Sir, Further to R.E.H.'s letter in last months Bulletin. I am
afraid that I cannot locate the motoring magazine in which I read
the standing quarter and half mile times for the 5.6 litre Mercedes,
but I can distinctly remember the times were just over 10 and 18
seconds respectively. These figures certainly indicate tremendous
initial acceleration. By way of comparison, an American hot-rod
manual gives reference to a super Ford V8 special doing the standing
quarter in 12 secs. Not too bad! Many thenks for such a g(‘.
monthly Bulletin. Yours, M.B.

Sir, What's all this talk of changing the name of our Club? Rer
one would dislike seeing it changed. I'm not a founder member by
any means but nevertheless I feel there is a certain tradition
behind the name "New Zealand Sports Car Club" and although the Club
may perhaps be passing through a lean period at the moment I have
no doubt that the time will come again when fresh lustre will be
added to the name. Rather than waste time on changing the name

we should all be busy feeling proud of the fact that we are a
pioneer club in the Dominion, Yours, MEMBER.




